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¢ My‘éﬁng the classics while worshipping
_the Master Composer, 99

It's a rare university that can offer you a world-class
educational experience in concert with a Christ-centered
worldview, but Cedarville is just such a place.

Step onto our campus, and you'll be joined by 3,000
students from around the world in a daily celebration
of faith. Step up to the challenges of top-ranked
academic programs, and you'll be inspired to perform 1 :
at the highest levels of achievement. Step into the ' i
future as a Cedarville graduate, and you'll be sought
after by the best businesses and graduate schools.

Discover a learning community that will equip you
for a lifetime of leadership, service, and success. "
Find out for yourself what makes Cedarville so unique. 3

www.SoCedarville.com

! Music majors present a senior recital as the culmination
of their four years at Cedarville University. The music department

offers a variety of courses taught by nationally renowned faculty

utilizing first-class technology and state-of-the-art facilities.
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“What is the Big Idea?”

GORDON-CONWELL’S NATIONAL PREACHING CONFERENCE

September 9-10, 2010

Gordon-Conwell’s South Hamilton, MA campus
SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Haddon Robinson

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Call the Center for Preaching at 978.646.4190

or go to www.gordonconwell.edu/preaching

“ILearn excellent
Biblical Preaching,
at a distance”

“The need for expository sermons is as real
today as it was when I wrote Biblical Preaching,”
states Dr. Haddon Robinson, Harold John

Ockenga Distinguished Professor of Preaching at

Gordon-Conwell.

“Gordon-Conwell has a strong commitment to pre-
paring students to preach relevant, biblical sermons.
That’s why we’ve adapted two of our foundational
preaching courses for Gordon-Conwell’s Semlink
distance education program. My colleagues Drs.
Scott Gibson and Jeff Arthurs will not only teach
you how to preach, but will also individually

mentor and evaluate your preaching.”

Find out more about our Semlink preaching courses,
as well as the other distance education courses we
offer, at www.gordonconwell.edu/semlink or

call (877) 736-5465 to speak with a representative.

Theological Seminary

SOUTH HAMILTON | CHARLOTTE | BOSTON | JACKSONVILLE

THINK Theologically | ENGAGE Globally | LIVE Biblically




Helping over 100,000 customers,
one at a time...

Y

Justin Blachowski
Church Mutual Regional Representative

\

...1it’s another reason no other insurer knows
America’s faith communities better. Ch ur ch

We visit thousands of religious facilities each year — including this one designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright. So we know firsthand the problems you face today. And we Mutual

structure our policies and protection to match your needs. ®
INSURANCE COMPANY

Our expertise and service, our size and financial strength — all are good reasons to
compare your present protection with a proposal from Church Mutual. Simply call Listening. | Learning. | Leading®
800.554.2642 or go to www.churchmutual.com.

churchmutual.com
Church Mutual has received consistently high ratings from industry analyst A.M. Best every year since 1952. 800.554.2642

Listening. Learning. Leading. is a registered trademark of Church Mutual Insurance Company. © 2010 Church Mutual Insurance Company
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'OBJECTIONS.

Put confidence behind your convictions. Drawn from Lee Strobel’s
experiences as a former atheist and investigative journalist with

the Chicago Tribune, The Case for Christ Study Bible includes notes
“and articles throughout that will motivate you to investigate
the Bible’s claims for yourself. It will both encourage you in your
own faith, while also providing a great tool for evangelism. For
“more information, please visit www.CaseForChristBible.com.
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Stop studying the Bible...
Experience it!

Put those dry, fill-in-the-blank :
studies on the shelf! :

. [ ]
Group’s small group resources use surprising questions and & Oo .:
activities to spark relevant conversations. When you ignite thoughts 3 S allGr
and dialogue, you will connect deeper with God and others. : O
Now that’s experiencing the Bible! :

Try a FREE lesson at smallgroup.group.com or call 800.447.1070.
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based on selected articles:
ChristianBibleStudies.com
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Spotlight God in the karaoke machine: the Christian face of American Idol.

Gleanings Chilean earthquake destroys hundreds of churches, “under God” stays in Pledge of Allegiance,
and divorce gets easier for Indian Christians.

Headlines Haiti scandal overshadows bigger threat to evangelical efforts.
Morocco’s sudden change of heart. 15
Asylum for homeschoolers pushes persecution boundaries. 15
Erskine College fights denomination’s reforms. 16
{In Depth} Sex trafficking of teenagers in the U.S. is getting worse. Here’s what some Christians
are trying to do about it. 17

FEATURES

A Candle in the Darkness ess starroro >
The president of Compassion International tells his story of childhood abuse and deliverance

in a West Africa boarding school.
rrus A Badly Broken School «ateiyn eaty

THE

GLOBAL
Mission Fields on the Move ;. samuet escosar conveRsKioN

The massive global migration we see today presents unparalleled opportunities for ministry.

Faithful Presence inrerview sy christopher sENsON
James Davison Hunter says our strategies to transform culture are ineffective, and the goal
itself is misguided.

Why Johnny Can’t Read the Bible coivi nansen
Most Americans—including Scripture-loving evangelicals—cannot name the disciples, the
Ten Commandments, or the first book of the Bible. But that’s not our biggest illiteracy problem.

A Family Affair JOSEPH H. HELLERMAN
What would the church look like if it put we before me?

Letters Readers respond to the March issue of cT.
Where We Stand The End of Religious Freedom?

The Village Green Karl Giberson, Stephen C. Meyer, and Marcus Ross chart ways the intelligent design
movement can gain academic currency.

Throwing Inkwells Mollie Ziegler Hemingway says same-sex marriages affect all marriages.

Past Imperfect David Neff recalls the charismatic fire that swept mainline churches 5o years
ago—and keeps things warm today.

Books Movies
N. T. Wright's After You Believe: Why Christian Sold
Character Matters The Alpha and the Mega
Robert Benson: My Top 5 on prayer Music
Mary Lederleitner’s Cross-Cultural Partnerships Two minutes with Owl City
Excerpt: A Positive Life, by Shane Stanford Somewhere Down the Road, by Amy Grant
Wilson’s Bookmarks Quick Takes More media of note
Interview: Beth Moore on insecurity

Inside CT David Neff explains how to read the Global Conversation upside down.

Who’s Next W. David O. Taylor grounds his aesthetic passion in the local church.
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UNIVERSITY"
Online - Campus

ARIZONA'’S FAITH-BASED
UNIVERSITY SINCE 1949

At Grand Canyon University (GCU)
we believe in integrating our faith in
everything we do. With God’s grace,
we've been cultivating a community
of students, faculty, staff, and alumni
who care about each other - in an
environment that places ethics and

e Christian value .at the forefront of

experience.

Get Start
Today!

877-420-3818
www.gcu.edu/today

Grand Ganyon University is regionally accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the:

North Central Association. (800-621-7440; http://www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org/).

sunday School 20

wenty-eight years ago, | left pastoral ministry to become

an editor. | oriented myself to my new calling by reading an

essay by Wes Pippert, United Press International’s veteran
political reporter. Was there a theological dimension to the calling
of a Christian journalist? Wes connected a journalist’s commitment
to truth with Jesus’ claim to be the Truth.

At Christianity Today, I've tried to make the way we handle
little-t truth reflect the Truth himself, as “grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.” But even when it is spoken with grace,
the truth can lead to tension. A community’s health depends on
having an accurate picture of itself, and American Christians need
journalists like those at cT to hold up the mirror of truth. After a
good look in that mirror, we can celebrate the healthy things we
see, as well as scrub off the metaphorical smudges and lose the
figurative flab.

In this issue, we highlight the truth-telling of Compassion
International’s Wess Stafford, whose abuse as a missionary kid was
transformed into a life calling (p. 22). We also report the painful
facts of the sex trafficking of minors inside U.S. borders (p. 17).

But there is also truth to celebrate: See Collin Hansen’s roundup of
innovative ministries fighting biblical illiteracy (p. 38).

ct regularly relies on readers like you to help us hold up the
mirror—perhaps by creating buzz about a groundbreaking article
or by giving gift subscriptions. Now | would like to encourage each
of you to continue this needed support in a new way.

Send checks (U.S. dollars only) to:
/ Christianity Today
a;Uib Attn: Donor Relations Box CTo510
465 Gundersen Drive
Da\”d Neff, Editor Ch'ef Carol Stream, IL 60188

Christianity Today International
is a 501(c)(3) organization.



Ken Blanchard College of Business | College of Education | College of Fine Arts & Production
College of Nursing & Health Sciences | College of Liberal Arts

GRAND CANYON

UNIVERSITYTM

Online - Campus

ARIZONA’S FAITH-BASED UNIVERSITY SINCE 1949

IR I LT SPIRITUAL LIFE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
(GCU) we believe in integrating - On Campus - Application
our faith in everything we do. - Mission T.r|ps - High Sch(?ol or College Transcript
- Community Outreach - 2.75 or higher GPA
With God’s grace, we've been - Service Projects FAST FACTS
cultivating a community of STUDENT LIFE - Average student-teacher ratio of 12:1
students, faculty, staff, and - Honors Programs - Flye renowned |n-s-t|tut|0ns. of edu_catlt.)n
- Army ROTC - Arizona’s only traditional, private university
alumni who care about each - Student Government -30% - 50% more affordable than
other- in an environment that - Study Abroad Programs other comparable private universities

- NCAA Division Il Athletics
places ethics and Christian

values at the forefront of our Get Started TOdaY!
educational experience. 877'420'3818 I WWW.gcu.EdU/tOday

Grand Canyon University is regionally accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. (800-621-7440; http://www.ncahlc.org/).



Life Changing

Your Bible Stud

will come alive

Your Worship

will reach new heights

Your Love for God
will grow and grow
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individuals and groups of all sizes.

Also: Steps of Moses & Joseph in Egypt & Jordan,
Steps of Paul in Greece & Turkey, ltaly,
Churches of Revelation & more.

“Travei with the Best of Company-
Discounts for pastors and small groups.

Christian Tours Since 1987
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Phone: 610.286.0788 P.O. Box 268
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INSIDE CT DAVID NEFF

EDITOR IN CHIEF L inka

From Bottom to Top

How to read the Global Conversation upside down.

ISSIOLOGIST J. SAMUEL ESCOBAR has lived in six countries—born
in Peru and ending up in Spain. He has learned from experience about
migration and immigration. In “Mission Fields on the Move” (p. 28),
Escobar diverts us from the economic and security issues that dominate
the U.S. debate to opportunities for service and evangelism presented by the
almost 200 million international migrants in our world.

Escobar chairs the Lausanne I1I Advisory Council. His article is the eighth
out of twelve stops along our journey toward the Lausanne I1I event, also known
as Cape Town 2010. Last October, Christianity Today began this article series
designed to stimulate global conversation before delegates gather in Cape Town
in October to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance on these challenges.

There are limits on Cape Town 2010 attendance so that delegates from the
developed world won’t overwhelm those from less affluent countries. To expand
the reach of the Cape Town discussions, Lausanne leaders have created
GlobaLink. Groups anywhere can register to become GlobaLink sites, and then
use broadband connections to participate with, and even respond to, the proceed-
ings in South Africa. About 250 GlobaLink sites are currently registered. These
will enable 45,000 individuals in 60 countries to participate—about 10 times the
number at the face-to-face meeting. By the time the next issue of this magazine is
delivered, the number of GlobaLink sites should reach about 350 in 100 countries.

ct has been publishing Global Conversation essays with their web-exclusive
responses and reader comments at ChristianityToday.com/GlobalConversation.
But recently the Lausanne Movement has created a parallel website that tries
to use social media technology (think Twitter and Facebook) to encourage even
more conversation (see Conversation.Lausanne.org).

When I first visited that site, I had a hard time finding the essays that were
supposed to spark discussion. Then I spotted them—at the bottom of each topic
page. This is the reverse of ct’s online presentation. Our “top down” approach
follows an editorial logic: the essay, then the responses, then the comments.

Lausanne’s approach is “bottom up.” It also begins with the keynote essay, but
as in all social media, the oldest material soon gets buried beneath the reactions.
That is, of course, exactly like real life. But it also embodies a strategy that tries to
give less privileged voices greater visibility. This is a parable for a key element in
the Lausanne way: to reverse our expectations, amplify voices from the develop-
ing world, and help the rest of us hear them. (]

Next month: Ed Stetzer (reluctantly) praises what denominations can do, the
Global Conversation discusses communications technology, and Jeremy Weber

reports on a remarkable city-church movement in Argentina.
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REPORTING & DISPATCHES
FROM THE CHURCH
WORLDWIDE

American Idols and Saints

With American Idol’s record for |
most seasons at the top of the Nielsen
charts (a record it shares with All in
the Family and The Cosby Show), it was
inevitable that the show would spawn
a Christian imitator. But TBN's Gifted
shut down as Al began spotlighting
its contestants’ faith commitments
(however vaguely stated). These days,
Newsweek, Fox News, and others
debate whether the “Christian viewer
vote” has become too powerful.

“There was a
time when a
worship leader
performing on
a show like
American Idol
would have caused
Christians to question
his faith. But with the
culture of celebrity
becoming more common
in the Christian com-
munity, the idea of a
Christian making it big
in the mainstream isn’t
so distasteful anymore.”
Joanne Brokaw, who blogs on

American Idol for Beliefnet’s
Gospel Soundcheck.

-
-
-—
-
-—
—

Contestants sing “Shout to 1
| the Lord,” dropplng ‘Jesus”
ﬂ for “Shepherd.” After com-
P plaints, a second airing

restores the original lyric.

Six of the eight top contes-
tants have ties to Christian
music. Four lead worship
at their churches, including
season winner Kris Allen.

1
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 Melinda
Doolittle tells
Jon Bon Jovi,
“I like church!”

GOD IN TI-IE KARAOKE MACHINE

Mandisa Hundley sings Mary Mary’s “Shackles,”
the show’s first gospel song. Her statement “God
is bigger” than “lifestyle” prompts a gay boycott.

1
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{ carrie Underwood’s Grammy-
winning “Jesus Take the
Wheel” becomes one of the
best-selling post-/dol singles.

INSTANT CELEBRITIES

a Y,
&

BO BICE The former New

I9.9 million people
watch premiere

episode on June 11,
2002.

[112002]]

$When viewers eliminate Carly Smithson
after she sings from Jesus Christ Superstar,
The New York Times alleges a witch-hunt.

|

1\

R. J. HELTON Season

=y

JORDIN SPARKS Season

{ DANNY GOKEY /dol

one’s fifth-place contestant

became the first to release a '

post-Idol album for Christian
markets. 2004’s Real Life
sold about 20,000 copies,
but Helton’s career stalled
when he came out as gay.
Season two’s Clay Aiken
would walk a similar path
(with greater success).

Hope Cumberland Pres-
byterian worship leader
came in second to Carrie
Underwood in season four.
But season six’s Phil Stacey
credits Bice with the show’s
pro-Christian vibe. Bice
“laid a lot of groundwork
with the producers just in
the fact that he was a good
Christian,” he said.

i six’s winner had already

won the Gospel Music Asso-
ciation’s Academy Spotlight
Award and had sung
backup on two Michael

W. Smith tours, but quali-
fied as an amateur for /dol.
After becoming the show’s
youngest winner (17), she
made headlines defending
promise rings on the MTv
Video Music Awards.

producers placed much

attention on the death of
Gokey’s wife four weeks
before his audition. Also
noteworthy: He was one of
two members on season
eight from the worship team
at Faith Builders Interna-
tional Ministries, a multisite
church in Milwaukee. (The
other, Jamar Rogers, was
eliminated early on.)

May 2010

. JERMAINE SELLERS
“I want you all to come to
church with me one good
Sunday,” the self-described
“church singer” told judges.
Infamously grumpy Simon
Cowell immediately agreed
to go, to the surprise of his
fellow judges—and Sellers.
But the promise was short-
lived, assurances that
God wanted him to stay
notwithstanding.
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GLEANINGS

Important developments in the church and the world.

P Earthquake destroys
hundreds of churches
CHILE Headlines about the
8.8-magnitude February earth-
quake in Chile quickly faded, but
the country’s Baptists found that the
temblor had severely damaged half of

vention of Texas gave $25,000 to the
Baptist Union of Chile to repair 250 build-
ings. Other denominations throughout the
country suffered as well; up to 8o percent
of Catholic churches were destroyed in
dioceses surrounding the epicenter near
Concepcion, Chile’s second largest city.
The quake displaced 1.5 million people.

@ Court: “Under God” may
remain in pledge

Reversing its own 2002 ruling, the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the
phrase “under God” can remain in the
Pledge of Allegiance because the phrase
is religious but does not represent a prayer.
The court issued a similar ruling about
the motto “In God We Trust” on currency,
saying the use of “God” is ceremonial
and patriotic, not religious. In 2002 the
court ruled that “under God” was
unconstitutional. All three lawsuits were
filed by Sacramento atheist Michael
Newdow, who says the phrase alienates
nonreligious people in the U.S.

World Vision workers
killed in Pakistan
PAKISTAN Seven Pakistani
employees of World Vision died
in a March 10 robbery, the worst
attack in the organization’s
60-year history. About 15
unidentified gunmen shot the workers,
injured six others, and set off a bomb
after stealing equipment from the Oghi

12 CHRISTIANITY TODAY |

office in northern Pakistan. World Vision
has halted operations in the country
while government officials investigate
the attack. An agency spokesman said
that on average, one World Vision worker
dies each year in violent attacks.

their churches. The Baptist General Con- OCourt: Church defamed

pastor

An Oregon appeals court determined

the First Amendment does not protect
churches from all defamation lawsuits
and awarded a fired pastor $355,000

in damages. Pastor Tim Tubra sued the
denomination of Vernonia Foursquare
Church for defamation of character after
officials read a letter to congregants after
his resignation, accusing him of misappro-
priating church funds. At issue: whether a
$3,000 withdrawal in April 2004 was part
of his 2003 compensation agreement. The
court ruled in Tubra’s favor because the
defamation was not religious in nature.
Observers said the February ruling was a
first for church-state issues and will likely
head to Oregon’s Supreme Court.

Government bans
intelligent design
AUSTRALIA Christian schools in
South Australia are protesting
new guidelines that ban the teach-
ing of intelligent design and
creationism in science classes. The Dec-
ember policy from the Non-Government
Schools Registration Board requires
science to be taught “as an empiri-
cal discipline” focused on objective
inquiry and evidence. The policy does
not allow scientific curricula based on
literal interpretations of religious texts.
A spokesperson for the board said cre-
ationism could still be taught in religion
courses, but the Australian Christian

May 2010

0.8%

Total news
coverage in
2009 devoted
to religion,
down from (
1 percent
in 2008.

1.1%

Total news
coverage in
2009 devoted
to the death of
Michael Jackson.

Project for Excellence
in Journalism

o5

Lobby said the policy limits the freedom
of religious schools.

AChristians murdered

before election
IRAQ The run-up to Iraq’s March
elections saw at least 10 Chris-
tians murdered and more than
800 Christians displaced
from Mosul. Sunni Muslims
had promised to wreck the elections;
38 people were killed on Election Day,
March 7. Meanwhile, leaders from 14
denominations recently formed the
Council of Christian Church Leaders in
Iraq to unite believers still in the coun-
try. A U.N. refugee commission estimates
that half of Irag’s 750,000 Christians
have left the country since 2003.

@ Government will

monitor church finances
CHINA Churches and other reli-
gious institutions must hire
accountants and submit annual
financial reports to the Chinese
government starting in 2011.
The March statement from China’s State
Administration of Religious Affairs also
lets the government audit an institution
if its leader leaves. Chinese law recog-
nizes churches as public organizations,
and officials say the new rules will help
the government supervise finances at
the nation’s 130,000 religious organiza-
tions. China is on a U.S. list of nations
whose governments repress freedom of
religion.

) Catholic charity drops

spousal benefits

Prompted by the December legalization
of same-sex marriage in the District of
Columbia, Catholic Charities of Wash-
ington transferred its 8o-year-old foster
care program to another provider. Then
it dropped health benefits for spouses
of new hires. Church officials said the
changes were necessary to maintain
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city contracts under the new law. The
organization also added a hiring clause
requiring new employees to uphold
church tenets.

New EU group will
monitor Christian rights
ITALY A new European Union
working group will create guide-
lines for EU embassies to
monitor religious freedom and
to help Christians in countries where
they are persecuted. The group, headed
by Italian foreign minister Franco Frattini,
will distribute the guidelines to embassies
in countries ranked by nonprofit Open
Doors as the worst persecutors. Frattini
formed the group in part because of a
European Court of Human Rights ruling
last fall—later overturned—that crucifixes
could not be displayed in Italian schools.

DDenomination refuses to
let church leave

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica refused to let a Florida congregation
leave the synod over theological differ-
ences. Members of St. Peter Lutheran
Church voted twice unanimously to leave
the denomination. The last official step

in the process was for the regional synod
to approve the move, but the Florida-
Bahamas Synod refused the request,
saying the church is in a key spot for
missions. St. Peter moved on without
approval and joined Lutheran Congrega-
tions in Mission for Christ.

@ Colorado cuts adoption
list in half i
Thanks to an initiative spearheaded

by Focus on the Family, the number

of eligible unadopted children in Colo-
rado shrunk from nearly 800 to 365 in the
past two years. Focus started the Wait No
More initiative in November 2008, orga-
nizing large events where prospective
adopters can learn more about adoption
and begin the process. State and local

governments as well as churches and
other private organizations partner with
Focus to organize the adoptions.

O Divorce now easier for
Indian Christians

INDIA cChristians no longer

have to wait two years after

marriage to file for divorce,
‘* according to an Indian high

court ruling in February.

When a Christian couple filed suit to be
allowed to divorce after eight months, the
court declared part of the existing Indian
Divorce Act unconstitutional for discrimi-
nating against Christians. Like members
of other religious groups, Christians can
now file for divorce after one year.

Popular Chinese Bible
updated

The most popular Chinese-language
Bible translation has been updated for
the first time in 9o years. The American
Bible Society translation team, which
included scholars from mainland China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore,
Australia, and the U.S., updated language
characters no longer in use and designed
the translation to be understood in many
Chinese regions and dialects. The new
translation, which will target more than
300,000 Chinese churches worldwide,
will be available this fall.

Back door could open
to assisted suicide
UNITED KINGDOM A ruling from
1 the British director of public prosecu-
‘ tions could effectively open a back
door to assisted suicide in the coun-
try. The office said prosecuting a man
who helped his parents book a room at
a Swiss suicide facility is not in the public
interest. Caractacus Downes and his sister
received £2.6 million when their parents
died. The large amount of money qualified
Downes to be prosecuted for assisting a
suicide under February guidelines.
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QUOTATION
MARKS

“I’ve hinted at this
before, but now | am
saying it—don’t give
money to the RNC.”

Tony Perkins, president of Family Research
Council, after news reports revealed the
Republican National Committee had spent
$2,000 at a Los Angeles strip club.

Family Research Council

“My soul, my marriage,
my family, and my
ministry pattern need
a reality check from
the Holy Spirit.”

John Piper, repenting for “several species
of pride in my soul” and announcing he
would take an eight-month leave to spend
time with his wife, Noél.

Desiring God

“] just want to be in
peace and quiet for a
while and be reunited
with my family.”
Gao Zhisheng, the Chinese Christian
human-rights lawyer who disappeared
more than a year ago, in a series of phone
calls to media outlets saying he was “free at
present.” Observers believe he is still under
police surveillance and restrictions.
Associated Press

“My faith is very
important to me. But
I don’t necessarily
define my faith by
going to church every
Sunday. Because now
when I go to church, |
feel like it’s a show.”

Miley Cyrus, actress and singer.
Parade

“By having the phrase
‘In the Year of Our Lord,’
it is directly referenc-
ing Jesus Christ, and
not everyone believes
in Jesus Christ.”

Sidra Qureshi, a Muslim student cam-
paigning to have the phrase removed from
the diplomas of her San Antonio school,
Trinity University.

San Antonio Express-News
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ADOPTION

Idaho’s Impact

Haiti scandal overshadows bigger threat to
evangelical adoption efforts. By Steve Holt

he legal saga of 10 Idaho-
based Baptists arrested in
January for attempting to
smuggle 33 Haitian children
into the Dominican Republic is wind-
ing down. (One of the 10, Laura Silsby,
remains in a Haiti prison.) But evan-
gelical adoption advocates wonder
what the long-term impact will be.
Leading orphan care advocate
Russell Moore suggested in the days
following the arrests that the scan-
dal might be a black eye to evangeli-
cals’ adoption efforts worldwide.
But two months later, Moore said he
is no longer worried about a fallout.
“In many ways, the controversy
served as an opportunity to clarify
what we mean and what we do not
mean,” said Moore, dean of the
School of Theology at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. “No
one in the Christian orphan care
community is calling for children
to be adopted who are not in fact
orphans. .. or to be adopted apart
from the legitimate processes.”
Alarger hurdle for international

14 CHRISTIANITY TODAY |

adoptions by evangelicals may be
new restrictions on adoptions in
countries where they have been most
prevalent, including China, Guate-
mala, Russia, Vietnam, and Liberia.

China, which has traditionally
accounted for the majority of adop-
tions to the U.S., rewrote its qualifica-
tions for adoptive parents in 2007.
Guatemala, the second-largest source
of American adoptions, completely
shut down its program in 2008 due to
widespread corruption, though it will
launch a new program this June.

Since 2004, these and other
restrictions have resulted in a 40 per-
cent decline in overseas adoptions by
Americans—from an all-time high of
almost 23,000 in 2004 to fewer than
12,800 in 2009, according to the U.S.
State Department.

Soon after news broke of the
January 7.0-magnitude earthquake
in Haiti—which the U.S. Census
Bureau estimates added 15,000 new
double orphans (children who have
lost both parents) to the 380,000
single and double orphans already in
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Will vs. Way:
The arrest of 10
Baptist missionaries
to Haiti on child
trafficking charges
grabbed headlines,
but experts say
new country restric-
tions are the real
threat to interna-
tional adoptions
by evangelicals.

O R
Evangelism

According to a
survey of 74 min-
istries, receptivity
to the gospel—on

a five-point
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first-generation
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Ecuador and
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Iraq and Iran

2.2

North American
Mission Board /

LifeWay Research

the country—scores of families began
contacting the Christian Alliance

for Orphans (cao) to inquire about
adopting orphaned Haitian children.
Director Jedd Medefind said a nec-
essary tension exists between honor-
ing the generosity of families who
want to give orphans a good home
and doing everything possible to find
or provide family support networks
within a child’s country.

Medefind said the cao includes
both adoption and in-country care
organizations, which he sees as
mutually supportive. “They are work-
ing together, saying the Christian
mandate to care for orphans in their
distress includes both in-country
solutions and, when necessary, inter-
country adoptions,” he said.

For example, member organi-
zation World Orphan had a relief
team in Haiti within days of the
earthquake, working with Haitian
churches to find long-term care
for orphans with relatives, church
members, or, as a last option,
church-run group homes.

With in-country solutions receiv-
ing renewed focus and international
adoptions on the decline, what will
become of international adoptions
in the long run? Medefind maintains
that the drop in international adop-
tions since 2004 does not signal a
stagnating willingness among Ameri-
can families to adopt overseas, and he
argues that evangelicals in particular
have increased interest. Attendance
at the cao’s Orphan Summit national
conference has nearly tripled every
year—from 30 people in 2006 to more
than 700 last year. Medefind expects
that number to grow at the April 2010
conference in Minneapolis.

When it comes to international
adoptions, evangelicals seem to have
the will. But with more country
restrictions, will there be a way?

“There’s more momentum than
T've ever seen .. . not just toward
adoption but orphan care of various
kinds,” said Moore. “The church
is having its conscience awakened
when it comes to orphans.” @

ROBERTO SCHMIDT / AFP / GETTY



Moroccan
Crackdown

Expulsion of Christians
surprises missiologists.
By Bobby Ross Jr.

ix years ago, a delegation of

evangelical leaders visited the

Kingdom of Morocco and
hailed it as “open to evangelical
Christian outreach.” In 2005,
country officials even invited the
Newsboys, Phil Keaggy, and other
Christian artists to stage a three-day
music festival in the capital,
Marrakech.

The North African country is
apparently open no more. In March it
deported dozens of foreign Christian
workers and foster parents. In addi-
tion, the country’s 1,000 Christians
have faced “significant increased
pressure,” according to an expert in
Muslim-Christian relations who has
frequent contact with religious and
government leaders in Morocco (and
who asked to remain anonymous).

At the Village of Hope orphanage
near Ain Leuh, 50 miles south of Fez,
the government expelled 16 staff work-
ers, 10 foster parents, and 13 natural-
born dependents. Police first came to
the orphanage March 6, questioning
children and looking for Bibles and
evidence of Christian evangelism.

New Zealand native Chris Broad-
bent, a worker at Village of Hope,
said government accusations of
proselytizing were unfounded, and
that all staff had signed and adhered
to a non-proselytizing policy.

“We were a legal institution,”
Broadbent said. “Right from the
start they knew it was an organi-
zation founded by Christians and
run by a mixture of Christians and
Muslims working together.”

The change in Morocco’s
approach to Christian activity
“appears to have taken everyone by
surprise, NGo leaders and embassy
staff included,” said Steve Moore,

president and ceo of the Mission
Exchange. “Informed expatriates
with a long history in the country
admit their analysis of the political
trends have proven to be wrong.”

But J. Dudley Woodberry, senior
professor of Islamic studies at Fuller
Theological Seminary, said it’s not a
surprise in retrospect. “The number
of Christians has continued to grow
in North Africa, and this has been
publicized abroad,” he said. “The
Moroccan government, apparently
under pressure from the Islamists, is
reacting.”

Some Christians in Morocco
attribute the change to the coun-
try’s new Minister of Justice and
Minister of Interior. Others say a
strong government faction remains
supportive of religious freedom but
does not want to be seen as lapdogs
for Christians.

Differing interpretations of
proselytism—which is forbidden in
Morocco—could be one problem,
Woodberry said.

“While the term is neutral in inter-
national law for evangelism or wit-
ness, Christian workers in Muslim
lands commonly interpret it as using
undue pressure or inducements to
influence people to change their faith,”
he said. “Many Muslims, in turn, see it
as referring to any form of witness.” @

Additional reporting by Compass
Direct News.

Asylum
(]

surprise
Decision for home-
schoolers pushes
persecution boundaries.
By Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra
A received asylum in Ten-

nessee after being severely
penalized for illegally homeschool-
ing their children in Germany.

While private and public
schools are allowed in Germany,

German Christian family

Died
E. Earle Ellis
Prolific New Testa-
ment scholar and
founder of the
Institute for Bibli-
cal Research, on
March 2 near Fort
Worth, Texas. He
was 83.

Died
Tokunboh
Adeyemo

Longtime head of
the Association
of Evangelicals

in Africa and

Nigerian scholar

who oversaw the
African Bible Com-
mentary, on March
18 in Nairobi,
Kenya.

Retired
Gary Streit
President of

Malone University,
in February after
admitting to pla-

giarizing parts of a
January 13 chapel

speech.

homeschooling is not. The Romeike
family was threatened on multiple
occasions, fined about $10,000, and
had three children forcibly removed
from home and driven to school by
police, according to the brief.

The January decision marks
the first time the United States has
granted asylum over homeschool-
ing restrictions. While the German
government was not motivated by
religion to persecute the Romeikes,
it was frustrating the family’s faith,
said judge Lawrence Burman.

The case, on appeal, may set legal
precedent, as well as prompt similar
cases from Western Europe.

“The definition of what is
harming your child is changing [to
include] exposing them to reli-
gious beliefs or religious rituals like
circumcision,” said Eric Rassbach,
national litigation director for the
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty.
“Europeans are used to a much more
intrusive state, so . .. nontraditional
or minority religious groups [face] a
severe lack of understanding on the
part of the authorities.”

Thomas Berg, a religious freedom
expert at University of St. Thomas
School of Law, agreed.

“This is something you see more
and more of in Europe,” he said.

But laws in the U.S. also were once
unfriendly to homeschooling, he said.
American families arguing for a

constitutional right to homeschool

lost often in federal courts in the 1970s
and 1980s, but took their cases to state
legislatures and won protection there,
said Berg. “I wonder whether the same
dynamic will happen [in Europe],
where when people who are good
parents suffer, it leads to a relaxation of
the stringency of the rules,” he said.

If the National Board of Immi-
gration Appeals rules in favor of the
Romeikes, it could sharpen U.S. policy
on religious freedom, said Berg. The
U.S. would have to recognize that
persecution can happen even under a
law that does not target religions.

“I think this case shows again

[ continued on 16 ]
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Briefing [ from 15]

religious beliefs.”

Boss?

tional meetings.

that you can have persecution

under a generally applicable law,”
he said. “Does it really matter to the
Romeikes that their children are
being taken away from them under a
general law about homeschooling—
[one that doesn’t] single out religious
reasons? Even generally applicable
laws can be the impetus for impos-
ing real suffering on people for their

Who's the

Erskine College fights
denomination’s reformes.
By Jocelyn Green

rskine College and Seminary

had seen its fair share of

battles over the relationship
between faith and learning. Online
debates. Grumblings at denomina-

Then the General Synod of the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian
(arp) Church—which sponsors
the South Carolina school—voted
overwhelmingly March 3 to fire 14

UNDER DISCUSSION Topics in the current debate. compiled by Ruth Moon

trustees after an investigation found
missional drift among trustees and
faculty. At issue: widespread confu-
sion on the integration of faith into
courses, and the Arp’s commitment
to biblical inerrancy.

“The issue is not ‘academic
freedom,”” said Charles Wilson, a
retired Arp minister who runs a blog
on denominational woes. “The issue
is ‘academic license’ that seeks to
subvert the evangelical witness of
() the [are] in higher education.”

The meaning of the college’s
mission to provide “a Christ-cen-
tered environment” has been hotly
debated in recent years. Students
and alumni have formed campus
groups and websites to attack and
defend particular professors.

James Brooks Kuykendall, chair
of the music department, agrees
with the investigation’s conclu-
sions but worries about the synod’s
solutions.

“I fear that the synod’s dramatic
action was the result of a frustration
and impatience caused by overly
ambitious expectations,” he said.
“They opted for the furthest and
the fastest [change], and there are
significant practical obstacles in
accomplishing that.”

At least 27 denominations have

69%
Growth in size of
the main courses
depicted in Last
Supper paintings

between years
1000 and 2000.

23%
Growth in size of
the bread.

International Journal
of Obesity

founded colleges and universities
that are members, like Erskine, in
the Council for Christian Colleges
and Universities. Arrangements run
the gamut, said president emeritus
Robert Andringa. “[But] this balance
of authority needs to change over
the years as smaller denominations
send fewer students, provide less
funding, and have inadequate pools
of faculty and staff from which the
campus can hire.”

Because of the are’s small size
(250 churches), only a minority
of Erskine students and faculty
members come from the denomina-
tion. “It appears that leaders on both
sides neglected the duty of building
trust between campus and church
over a long time,” said Andringa. “It
takes work and is never easy.”

Dismissed trustees and the presi-
dent of the alumni association soon
filed suit against the General Synod.
Erskine College filed a similar law-
suit, but dropped it a week later. The
court blocked the board changes in
April until the case is resolved.

“The matter is very simple: Is
Erskine an agency of the [are] or is
the [are] an agency of Erskine?” said
Wilson. “All church and college doc-
uments are clear. ... Now, I suppose,
we will see what the court says.” &

Should churches celebrate Mother’s Day during worship?
B _____NO|

YES

: “Absolutely, we should
. celebrate motherhood.
: The fifth command-

: ment establishes

: parenthood as a holy

. calling. But, it also
makes good sense to

: acknowledge “cultural
rhythms”—like certain
¢ secular holidays—

: liturgically, to rec-

: ognize there is no

. place God isn't.”
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: “Inour culture, these
. really are significant
: days when we honor
: dads and moms.

: Mother's Day is almost :
. like the elephant in the :
room—and it's impor-
* tant to acknowledge,
to break down this
secular-sacred divide
¢ that is sometimes so

: much a part of reli-

. gious life in America.”

: SALLY MORGENTHALER, :
author, Worship Evangelism
. Theological Seminary

KURT FREDRICKSON,
associate dean, Fuller

May 2010

: “We should want

. to honor mothers.

: But because this has

: become a consumerist

holiday (like Valen-
tine’s Day), we should

)

: “Focusing an entire
: service on mothers
can be problematic
: by taking the focus
away from God and
: by being pastorally
: consider deeper issues : insensitive. We need

: about how we order our : O be very careful to

: time and make sure we : recognize both moth-
aren’t simply catering
: to the whims of our
: consumerist culture.’
i TREVIN WAX,

. associate pastor,

: . JOYCE BORGER,
- author, Shelbyville, Tenn.

. editor, Reformed Worship

: “It's great to acknowl-
. edge it. But there is

¢ the ‘cult of the family,’
: where motherhood

: tends to get so ele-

: vated in churches
that it’s above all else.
i Sometimes that’s the

: : knee-jerk treatment,
. ers and those who live :

* with hurt related to
. their own mothers or
: motherhood.”

: to make it the highest
: and holiest of callings
: for women. That's a

. problem.”

CARYN RIVADENEIRA,
* author, Mama'’s Got a

* Fake I.D.

: “One of the biggest

. threats to theology

: today is not fun-

: damentalism; it’s :
: sentimentalism. Moth- :
. er's Day appears to be
just another occasion

* to say, ‘Christianity

is feeling something

: mushy in your heart.’

: We all get sentimental

: about our mothers.”
WILLIAM WILLIMON,

. bishop, North Alabama

conference, United
. Methodist Church

e THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES AT
ChristianityToday.com/go/mothersday
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Sexual Slavery on
Main Street

Trafficking of teenagers in the U.S. is getting worse. Here’s what some Christians
are trying to do about it. By Elissa Cooper in Asheville, North Carolina

or 72 hours last fall, rer
agents and local police
targeted truck stops, casi-
nos, night clubs, and adult
entertainment spots in 36
American cities to rescue teenagers being
trafficked for sex.

During the October raids, law enforce-
ment rescued 52 minors (children under
age 18) trafficked into either prostitution
or adult entertainment. Nearly 700 people,
including 60 pimps, were charged. Since
June 2003, the task force has recovered
886 minors from the sex industry. The
raids have resulted in 510 convictions and

$3.1 million in property seizures.

Despite these victories, new research
indicates that the sex-trafficking problem in
the United States is more widespread and

more severe than previously thought.
Shared Hope International, a Christian

anti-trafficking nonprofit group founded

by former Congresswoman Linda Smith

in 1998, received a federal grant to survey
domestic sex trafficking of minors. The
survey found that many sex-trafficking
victims were being misidentified and
wrongly prosecuted as criminals. In some
cases, the survey found, children as young
as 9 years old were being sold for sex by

i W ? l ! A
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Street Tracks: Dallas police question
two suspected prostitutes. In some
cities, for every nine prostitutes
charged, one pimp is arrested.

parents or boyfriends in exchange for
illicit drugs. Organized crime networks
are now using sex trafficking because the
risk of prosecution is so low. The survey
determined that a high percentage of teens
rescued from trafficking return to the
system due to the strong bonds they form
with their pimps.

“Most Americans do not realize that
child trafficking is a major problem on
Main Street usa,” said Ernie Allen, presi-
dent of the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, at a February con-
gressional hearing. “These kids are victims.
This is 21st-century slavery.”
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In some cases, children as young
as g years old are sold for sex by
parents or boyfriends in exchange
for illicit drugs.

Researchers estimate that between
100,000 and 300,000 American children
are trafficked within the U.S. each year.
There is credible evidence, based on
arrest statistics and field research, that sex
trafficking is getting worse and that U.S.
children under age 18 compose the largest
segment of trafficking victims in the U.S.

Experts note that one of the greatest
unmet needs is effective, long-term treat-
ment for survivors. In one horrific case,
authorities mistakenly released a teen
victim into the custody of her pimp, who
immediately put her back to work.

In recent years, a handful of Christian
activists, mostly volunteers, have moved
beyond advocacy and legislation, fighting
for better enforcement of existing anti-
trafficking laws. They play an active role in
helping victims leave the commercial sex
industry.

Long-term treatment for trafficking
survivors—which for some victims takes
many years—is where many Christians
are also focusing their energy. Late last
year, one of the newest residential facili-
ties, located in Asheville, North Carolina,
granted Christianity Today access to its
group home.

Most residential homes for traffick-
ing survivors are secular and draw upon
the larger community for volunteers. But
Hope House is distinct for being faith-
based, running entirely on charitable
giving and Christian volunteers.

STILL A KID

Beads and jewelry-making tools litter

the dining room table of a well-furnished
home in North Carolina. A side table

holds finished pieces made by “Jordan,” a
15-year-old girl who lives at Hope House.
The seemingly commonplace scene is any-
thing but. Fewer than 50 beds are available
in the country for teens escaping sex traf-
ficking, and Hope House has room for no
more than five girls. As a teenage survivor
of domestic sex trafficking, Jordan has

18 CHRISTIANITY TODAY | May 2010

defied the odds.

A chronic runaway, Jordan was drawn
into trafficking by her much older “boy-
friend,” who lured her with shelter, food,
and affection. He even called her his fian-
cée. But weeks after they met, he forced
Jordan, then 14, into prostitution. She was
beaten frequently by family members of
her pimp and had a miscarriage as a result.
Eventually, she was arrested and thrown
into jail, where an agency that works with
sexually exploited teens found her and
helped place her at Hope House.

International human trafficking often
involves crossing a national border. But
under U.S. federal law, trafficking is
defined as “the recruitment, harboring,
transportation, provision, or obtaining [of]
a person for the purpose of a commercial
sex act where such an act is induced by
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the
person induced to perform such act has
not attained 18 years of age.”

Thus, any child younger than 18
involved in forced commercial sex acts is
being trafficked, since the child is below
the age of consent, even though the age of
consent in most states is 16. Pimps are well
aware of the age-of-consent laws and fre-
quently provide counterfeit identification
to prostituted children, who are coached
to lie about their age.

Pimps also use extreme forms of mind
control to force children to take part in
sexual activity day after day. Police say
repeated rape, beatings, isolation, brand-
ing with tattoos, and death threats are
some ways pimps maintain their control.
Over time these techniques create extreme
dependence and form what experts call a
“trauma bond.” Such bonds are likened to
the Stockholm syndrome, in which a trau-
matized hostage assumes the perspective
of the kidnapper in order to survive.

“Some girls are locked in and can’t leave,
and some girls can go out in the streets. But
they are scared to death,” Emily Fitchpat-
rick, founder of Hope House, told cT.

When Jordan first came to Hope
House, she put up a tough front. Only
slowly did she begin to share more of her
life. Today she regularly journals and
meets with a Christian counselor but still
has nightmares about her past.

“She’s still a kid,” Fitchpatrick says,
“but the things she’s been through are
some things even adults don’t go through.”

Survivors of sex trafficking are not
required to enter residential treatment.
Before Jordan arrived, another resident
stayed only three weeks. Five other girls
were supposed to come but backed out.
“It’s such a challenge to even get them to
treatment,” Fitchpatrick says.

SUPPORT NETWORKS EXPAND

Hope House is a project of On Eagles
Wings, a ministry to hurting women
founded by Fitchpatrick in 2007. After
arowdy adolescence involving alcohol,
drugs, and sex, Fitchpatrick gave her life
to the Lord and was given the idea for a
ministry geared toward women. For years
she prayed and waited for direction on the
ministry’s focus.

Fitchpatrick later joined forces with
Kim Kern, a co-worker at the Billy Graham
Training Center at the Cove in Asheville.
Still unsure of their mission, they initially
worked with homeless women, until
Fitchpatrick sensed that God was direct-
ing them to strip-club outreach and issues
related to women at sexual risk.

When Fitchpatrick went on a short-
term mission to Bangkok, Thailand,
she learned about the extent of human
trafficking and the sex tourism industry.
When she returned to North Carolina, she
researched domestic trafficking and real-
ized how little long-term residential care
was available for survivors. That led to the
creation of Hope House. Kern continues
to work full-time at the Cove in addition to
being vice president of On Eagles Wings.
Fitchpatrick serves as its paid full-time
president.

Trained volunteers make up the core
of Hope House’s ministry. Volunteers like
Maureen Hagar and Dee Schronce draw
on their own traumatic experiences to help
trafficking survivors. Hagar belonged to a
motorcycle gang in which she witnessed
violence towards women, and endured




it herself. After being badly injured in a
gang fight, Hagar entered a long period of
recovery. During that period, a friend took
her to church, and Hagar immediately
gave her life to Christ.

“It’s very hard to get out of that life-
style, and that’s how I relate to the girls
here,” Hagar told ct. Hagar still finds that
many people struggle to grasp the extent
to which prostituted girls are victims.

Schronce was sexually abused as a
child and passed through a number of
institutions before running away at age 17.
If there had been a place like Hope House,
she says, she would have gone there.
Instead, a couple she befriended drugged
her and began trafficking her. She eventu-
ally escaped, but it took Schronce 25 years
before she could talk about it; there’s a
“certain stigma and shame that goes along

will never be accepted. Smith says that the
church needs to be right there with “open
arms, hope, and acceptance.”

REAL MEN DON'T BUY SEX

Until recently, researchers largely over-
looked the demand side of sex traffick-
ing. In 2008, Shared Hope, with another
federal grant, conducted 12 months of field
research on the demand for commercial
sex in Japan, the Netherlands, Jamaica,
and the U.S.

The research on the U.S. reveals a
well-established business model for illicit
sexual services. It mimics a shopping mall
in offering the buyer variety, flexible pric-
ing, and individualized service. Multime-
dia and Internet technology is the single
greatest facilitator driving growth; pimp-
ing, for example, is frequently glamorized

Repeated rape, beatings, isolation,
branding with tattoos, and death
threats are some ways plmps maintain
control of prostituted children.

with being a victim,” she told cr.

Despite all that she suffered, Schronce
says, she is “glad everything [she] went
through wasn’t in vain.” She never thought
her experience would be useful.

All over North America, faith-based
organizations similar to On Eagles Wings
are rising up:

¢ Near San Diego, Generate Hope, a
faith-based organization, opened a safe
house in March 2010 for victims of sex
trafficking ages 18 and older. It provides
residential care, job training, and therapy.

* In the Midwest, the Chicago Alliance
Against Sexual Exploitation has produced
a 34-page toolkit designed to help church
leaders take practical steps to fight domes-
tic trafficking.

« In central Ohio, Theresa Flores, a
trafficking survivor, Christian speaker, and
author of the autobiographical The Slave
Across the Street, is raising funds to open a
shelter, Gracehaven House, for trafficking
survivors in the region.

Shared Hope’s Smith believes the tough-
est spiritual battle is that sexually trafficked
girls come to believe they are worthless and

in popular music, films, and videos, and
prostitution is treated like a recreational
activity. “The only way to impede sex traf-
ficking is to end demand—to stop buyers
from buying,” the report concludes.

Toward this goal, on Father’s Day 2006
a group of men from the Pacific Northwest
started a campaign, “She Has a Name.” Its
goal is to raise awareness at truck stops,
sporting events, and tourist areas about sex
trafficking. The group created a website,
TheDefendersUSA.org, that invites men to
commit to not have any part in the com-
mercialized sex industry. Outside truck
stops, they demonstrate with signs that
read Rear Men Don't Buy SEx.

Elsewhere, similar awareness cam-
paigns are taking shape. Since September
2009, a team of five young Christian film-
makers has traveled across the country
to make the documentary Sex + Money.
Executive producer Morgan Perry said
increasing awareness means helping
the general public understand that sex
trafficking is widespread and market-
driven. Film narrator Scott Martin noted
that “many Americans look at this as a

victimless crime. What we’re realizing is
that prostitution is not a victimless crime.”
The feature-length film is set to debut by
October 2010. The filmmakers also pro-
vide a state-by-state anti-trafficking online
directory to help people get involved in
their own area.

In the meantime, Congress has pressed
for more resources to fight domestic traf-
ficking. President Obama recently signed
legislation that adds $12.5 million to the
fight. In late February, the Senate held a
hearing, “In Our Own Backyard: Child
Prostitution and Sex Trafficking in the
United States.”

HANDS THAT HEAL

But while the government’s involvement to
end trafficking is important, the church’s
involvement is even more so, says Kern.

“Maybe it’s not [God’s] plan that the
government do more; maybe it’s his plan
that his church do more,” says Kern. “When
the government gets involved, you can’t
talk about Jesus. Maybe instead of lobbying
Congress, we need to lobby the church.”
Even though faith is crucial to Hope House,
Fitchpatrick says, “We are not here to shove
religion down their throats.” Church atten-
dance is encouraged but not mandatory. For
the girls who do want religious guidance,
the On Eagles Wings board carefully selects
its partners, volunteers, and churches for
the girls to attend.

At its 2009 Christmas party, an On
Eagles Wings board member told Jordan,
“If you're the only person to come through
this house, and we were able to make
some sort of difference, then mission
accomplished.”

Five months later, Jordan continues
her rehabilitation work at Hope House,
guided by staff using the Hands That
Heal curriculum developed by Christian
educators. The curriculum is used by
believers worldwide to help traffick-
ing survivors. “She recognizes that God
is blessing her and that there’s more to
life than what she knew on the streets,”
Fitchpatrick says.

But the man who trafficked Jordan walks
free, and has yet to face criminal charges. &
Elissa Cooper is a freelance writer in
Wheaton, Illinois.
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“Let us press on to know the LoRD ... who will come to us like ...the spring rains that give drink to the earth.” ~Hosea 6:3

A fresh translation

to touch the heart and mind

Relevant. Readable. Reliable.

The Common English Bible offers a fresh look at the Bible, making it readable and understandable
without compromising scholarship. More than 100 biblical scholars from 22 faith traditions are
translating the CEB, and 77 reading groups are ensuring a natural, enjoyable reading experience.

The Common English Bible is not a revision or an update — it is a bold new translation.
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Who is planting new churches
among unreached towns and

villages of India?

Native missionaries serving
with indigenous evangelistic
@ missions.

P ‘“ \<,‘

Who provides financial
assistance to the indig-
®  enous missions of India?

Q. How is Christian Aid financed?

A. Christian Aid is supported entirely by
freewill gifts and offerings from Bible-
believing, missionary-minded Christians,
churches and organizations.

Q. Are other indigenous missions in need
of financial help for their missionaries?

A. Christian Aid is in communication with
more than 4000 indigenous missions, some
based in almost every unevangelized coun-
try on earth. They have over 200,000 mis-
sionaries in need of support. All Christians
who believe in Christ’s “Great Commission”
are invited to join hands with Christian Aid
in finding help for thousands of native mis-
sionaries who are now out on the fields of
the world with no promise of regular finan-
cial support.

Christian Aid is assisting more than 200 India missions.

They are winning souls and planting new churches
among more than 400 different tribes and nations.

For more than 50 years Christian Aid Mission has been
sending financial help to indigenous evangelistic ministries
based in unevangelized countries. Currently more than

700 such ministries are being assisted in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and Eastern Europe. They deploy more than 75,000
native missionaries which are spreading the gospel of Christ
among unreached people within more than 3000 different
tribes and nations.

Christian Aid Mission
P.0.Box 9037
Charlottesville, VA 22906

Christian
Aid

434-977-5650
www.christianaid.org

When you contact Christian Aid, ask
for a free copy of Dr. Bob Finley's
285-page book, REFORMATION IN
FOREIGN MISSIONS.
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{ COVER STORY }

The president of
Compassion International
tells his story
of childhood abuse
and deliverance in
a West Africa
boarding school.

By Wess Stafford

g

ERIK STENBAKKEN

in the Darkness

T A TURNING POINT
in my life in 2007, I realized that I needed to allow God to redeem the story of
my childhood. That story was so painfully confusing that I did not speak of it
for 35 years. Where did my prayers go, my cries for mercy and rescue screamed
into my pillow? Did I have the laziest guardian angel in all of heaven?

Ireceived my calling, my purpose, and my life’s mission in my darkest and
most painful moment, in about 90 seconds at age 10. The moment involved
a pink birthday candle, one that had been trimmed with a pocketknife at the
blunt end so that it could burn from both directions. The wicks were lit by
the man who had authority over me, the houseparent of a boarding school for
the children of missionaries in West Africa. The school had been my home for
nine months of each year since I was 6 years old. My whole life can be divided
into two parts: B.c. (before the candle) and a.p. (after the damage).

‘AFRICANS IN HELL BECAUSE OF WESLEY’

The houseparent had marched me to the school’s dining hall, dragged a metal
chair across the concrete floor, and slammed it down in front of my schoolmates.
He threw me up on the chair and jammed the candle in my hand.

“Children,” he said, “you cannot serve both God and Satan. Wesley has tried.
You cannot burn a candle at both ends without getting burned. Watch what hap-
pens when you try.”

Fifty childrenstared
insilence. Nobody dared
even breathe.

Striking a match,
the man litboth wicks.
“Watch!” Standing on that chair, my knees knocking, I stared incredulously at the
candle in my shaking fingers as I contemplated what this would mean. Beyond
the two flames, I could see the faces of my friends—children who, like me, had
been gathered up from villages and mission stations throughout West Africa.

Mission policy dictated that all mks leave their parents at age 6 and travel
700 miles (a week by truck) to this isolated jungle school. They, like me, had
experienced unspeakable cruelty in this place. The people in charge were mis-
sionaries who had gone to Africa to save souls but, I don’t know, perhaps did
not measure up linguistically or cross-culturally, so instead had been assigned to
theleast desirable task on the field: taking care of other missionaries’ children.
Unsupervised, they took out their frustration and rage on their most convenient
targets: the children in their charge. I learned early that terrible things can
happen when children are deemed unimportant, the lowest of priorities.

The stage for this horrendous moment had been set by four years of abuse.
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For all my young life at the school,
I had endured beatings daily. Belt
buckles and tire-tread sandals had
bruised and torn my flesh since age
6. There were a million ways to
earn a beating here—infractions
like a wrinkle in abedspread or an
open eye during naptime. At age 9
we learned in math class how to
average. The most recurring event
in my life I could think of was how
many times I had been beaten. For
aspan of weeks, I kept track of my
beatings, hiding the tally under my
pillow. When I did the math, I dis-
covered that T was being beaten an
average of 17 times per week.

The boarding school staff
abused us in every way a child can
be abused—not only physically and
emotionally but spiritually as well. We were terrified of
their powerful and vengeful God, reminded daily that we
were little sinners in the hands of their angry God.

I won’t dwell on the sexual abuse we endured, but
wherever evil reigns unchecked, this favorite weapon of Satan’s
always lurks. The people who read us Bible stories and beat us during
the day prowled the dorm halls at night, preying on the defenseless.
Older boys, victims themselves, learned to mimic their elders in that
depraved environment to serve their own lustful desires, and they
used blackmail and physical pain to silence us.

There was no one to protect us. We had no advocates, no arms to
run to. The very people who should have been our defenders were
in fact our attackers.

Our houseparent spoke angrily to the children.

‘This boy here is Satan’s tool. He told, and the Devil
used him to destroy his parents’ ministry. There will
be Africans in hell because of Wesley.’

And now, standing on that chair with the candle gripped between
my fingers, I was at my lowest, darkest moment. I cannot describe the
cumulative hurt, rage, and hopelessness that welled up and wracked
my 10-year-old soul. At this man’s hand, T had always lost. Plain and
simple, he was bigger and stronger. He was a man; I was a boy.

He spoke angrily to the assembled children. “This boy here is
Satan’s tool. He told, and the Devil used him to destroy his parents’
ministry. There will be Africans in hell because of Wesley.”

Hearing those words, there arose in me a rage, a passion as I had
never experienced before and have not since. I had felt I could endure
almost any treatment at his hands—I had for years. But the candle
incident was different. Never had words cut so deeply.

Yes, T had told. As a desperate boy, I had cried out to my mother
for help. For years, 50 of us children had courageously maintained
our silence. We were repeatedly told, “If you tell what happens here,
you will destroy your parents’ ministry.” Our abusers used our love
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Right-Hand Man: Stafford
(middle) helped his mission-
ary father (left) bring the
gospel to Africans on the
Ivory Coast.

for God, for our parents, and for Africans to secure
our silence about the horrors of that place.

Oh, we wrote letters home every Sunday. But we
couldn’t even hint at our loneliness or the abuse. Our
letters were censored, and the slightest attempt to cry out resulted
in a beating, then a forced rewriting of the letter. We learned to
be as silent as lambs. We had no idea that our silence perpetuated
the evil against us. Even during the three months home with our
parents every year, we all kept silent. We loved them so much. We
knew how passionately they spread the gospel, and I loved my Afri-
can village friends. If my silence could win their salvation, I would
endure anything.

At school, we were not allowed to have pictures of our parents
or to cry from homesickness. Each
year, my mind would capture a final
image of my parents saying good-
bye. For the first month, I could see
them every time I closed my eyes,
and at the tender ages of 6, 7, and
8, I couldn’t help crying myself to
sleep every night, as silently as possible. But by the ninth month of
school, I could no longer remember what my parents looked like.
I was so afraid I would break their hearts by not recognizing them
when I went home.

THE CODE OF SILENCE BROKEN

The crime that led to the burning candle happened at age 10, after a
year on furlough in the United States. I found myself at the airport
with other mks saying goodbye to our parents. We were about to
board a propeller plane that would take us back to Africa, and our
parents would follow by ship.

At the gate, T took my mother’s face in my hands and couldn’t
let go. I stared intently at her beautiful, kind face. “What are you
doing, Wesley?”

“Mommy, I just don’t want to forget what you look like.”

She dissolved into tears, and so did I. I saw a moment of
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A CANDLE IN THE DARKNESS

opportunity, a glimmer of hope for rescue. In 30 seconds, I blurted
out my plea.

“Mommy, please don’t send me back! Please don’t send me back!
They hate me . .. they beat me . .. 'm scared.” T begged, “Please,
please!”

I will never forget the look of horror in my mother’s eyes.

“What?” she gasped. She held me tightly. “What . .. what can T
do?” I could feel her sobbing in my embrace.

Not a minute later, my sister and I were whisked away with the
other children. My friends, who had overheard, looked at me with
DEAD MAN WALKING in their eyes. They didn’t want to even be near
me for fear of sharing in my imminent punishment. I had done the
unthinkable—I had broken the code of silence.

During my parents’ month-long voyage at sea, my mother, bro-
kenhearted and confused, had an emotional and psychological break-
down. Upon arriving in Africa, she was soon sent back to the U.S.
for treatment. Word of her illness and what had caused it spread
like wildfire. When the news reached the boarding school, the staff
was enraged.

I had resigned myself to the coming humiliation. In minutes I
would scream and throw down the candle—until I heard his last
phrase: “. .. parents’ ministry ruined . . . Africans in hell because of
Wesley.” That broke my heart more than the humiliation, more than
any pain that may come my way ever could.

Iloved Africans. In my heart I was African. Every summer my

spirit was restored by the loving-kindness of the poverty-stricken
Africans in my village. I never fell down during those three months
without an African woman swooping in to pick me up and wipe tears
from my eyes. I used to pray every night in that village, “Lord, if you
love me, let me wake up black tomorrow, like all my friends. I know
you can do this!” I would check every morning to see if T had been
turned black, only to be disappointed. But maybe tomorrow.

I was my dad’s right-hand man. Together we opened villages to
the gospel where no white person had been since the slave trade. T
lobbed stones with my slingshot into the trees to keep noisy birds
away so that my father’s voice could be heard as he shared the gospel.
Iwatched Africans’ faces when they first heard the word Jesu. And
1 saw the hope that was built in them. I was a missionary as far as
was concerned. So, Africans in hell because of me?

As the flames licked closer to my skin, from deep within me arose
a gust of strength I cannot fully explain to this day. I had a desper-
ate thought: I could win this time. This time, the houseparent had
unwittingly put himself in a place where I could actually win, if T
could endure enough pain. I knew in my heart that he was wrong.
He was lying, and I felt the evil and injustice to the core of my soul.
I was not Satan’s tool. I was a little boy with a broken heart who had
found his voice and cried out for rescue. So, enough—enough shame,
enough abuse, enough lies. It had to stop somewhere, sometime. I
made my decision: It stops now! I'm not letting go!

Nothing was going to make me cry out or drop that candle. This is
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A Badly Broken Boarding School

The story behind the cover story. By Katelyn Beaty

estled in the temperate mountains of
Guinea, West Africa, Mamou Alliance Acad-
emy had all the appearances of a haven away
from home. Run by the Christian & Mission-
ary Alliance (c&ma) denomination from the
19205 to 1971, the school boarded over 200
children of missionaries working in the surrounding regions. Start-
ing at age 6, the children lived there for nine months of every year.
Defunct for decades, Mamou is remembered, in the words of one
alumnus, as “the Auschwitz of missionary kid boarding schools.”

In the late 1980s, the Colorado Springs—-based c&mA began receiv-
ing reports of rampant abuse at Mamou: children slapped and punched,
raped and fondled, and threatened with undo-
ing their parents’ mission if they told. In 1995,
a committee of some 30 alumni approached
the cama for an investigation and restitu-
tion. It responded by forming an independent
commission of inquiry (1c1) the following year.
After hearing 80 testimonies, the iCI released a
report in April 1998 identifying nine offenders—
four retired, three dead, and two no longer
with the c&ma. It found the denomination

extensively covered the story for Christianity Today in 1995 and 1998.

Since the report, the c&ma has drastically changed its educational
system. Starting in 2000, parents are not required to send children to board-
ing schools, and today 75 percent of mks live with their parents year-round.
Those who board remotely are mostly teenagers and attend schools certi-
fied by the Association of Christian Schools International. The ca&ma board
of directors drafted policies and procedures should accusations arise.
“We've tried to really change so that the sins of our past are not repeated,”
vice president for international ministries Robert Fetherlin told cT.

Meanwhile, Mamou'’s survivors have arrived at varying degrees of reso-
lution. Retreats, including one held by the c&maA in 1999, have provided
support and forums for truth-telling. A handful of survivors formed the mk
Safety Net, a group that follows the denomina-
tion’s efforts to change its missions culture. All
God’s Children, a 2008 documentary comprising
interviews and live footage of Mamou, reveals
that many survivors are no longer believers,
though a few are pastors; all have fought psycho-
logical and spiritual angst. But going public about
the past has helped. “I've always carried in my
head a deep shroud of secrecy that allowed the
pain ... to go on,” said Beverly Shellrude Thomp-

Unsafe Home: Mamou Alliance Academy was
shuttered in 1971 after decades of abuse. The cama
no longer operates overseas boarding schools.

negligent in monitoring Mamou and training
teachers. Contributing editor John W. Kennedy

son, president of mk Safety Net. “[But] the story
needs to be told. There’s healing in the story.” &
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where I would take my stand—this
was my little Masada.

1 shook violently, tears brim-
ming in anticipation of burned
flesh. He turned his back on me,
his tirade growing in intensity. But
I could no longer hear his voice.
All T could hear was the pulsing
of blood in my ears. I clenched my
teeth, tightened every muscle in
my body, and pinched the candle
as fiercely as I could. I stared as the
edges of my fingers turned red. A
blister popped up. I was transported
out of my body. I floated above this
terrified boy, watching as if it were
happening to someone else. I saw a
wisp of smoke rise up on either side
of my fingers. I would not let go.

Justthen, a child in the frontrow
couldn’t stand it any longer, and he
jumped up and slapped the candle
out of my hand. The children scat-
tered in all directions. The meeting
was over. But standing there alone on my chair, I had received my
calling. In an instant, I had gone from victim to victor. From that day
forward, I would protect children. I would forever speak up for those
who cannot speak for themselves.

The school was eventually shuttered, and many years later, the
abusers were held accountable—not jailed like they would be today

Friend and Advocate: For

17 years Stafford has been
president of Compassion,
which uses a 1-1 sponsorship
model to provide holistic care
to over 1 million children.

For 32 years, I have fought for little ones who
have no voice and no choice. The passion that

gripped me at age 10 still rages today.

due to the statute of limitations, but after an official inquiry, when
they were “censored” by the mission and no longer allowed to work
with children. The school’s mxs limped away from their childhoods,
many with lifelong scars. Thankfully, for me, my story—a story that
Satan intended for evil but that God redeemed for good—has a dif-
ferent ending.

THE ONGOING END
My story finally emerged when I wrote a book, Too Small to Ignore:
Why the Least of These Matters Most, in 2007. My idea was to present
amanifesto—strategically, statistically, and scripturally sound—about
the importance of championing children, one that would awaken
the church. But my publishers challenged me: “Wess, they won’t
care what you know until they know why you care. Are you going to
write a book, or are you willing to really fight a battle for children?”
At that crossroads, I realized that I must allow God to redeem even
the painful parts of my story.

My story is what has fueled my passion against injustice, my cru-
sade against abuse, my fight against poverty. It is what drove me to
Compassion International. For 32 years, T have fought for little ones
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who have no voice and no choice. The passion that gripped me at
age 10 still rages within me today.

Poverty and abuse speak the same message into the heart of a
child: “Give up. Nobody cares about you. There’s nothing special
about you. Nothing will ever change. You always lose, so give up!” As
1 travel across the world, I see the fingerprints of Satan; he is using
the same weapons he used on me. In children the world over, I see
empty, hollow eyes where the flame of a spirit created in the image
of God is reduced to a smoldering ember.

My job now is to champion the cause of these children, to help
them understand the love Jesus Christ has for them. Imagine my joy
when every day hundreds of children accept Jesus as their Savior,
at the knee of their pastor or with a Sunday school
teacher under the mango tree. Imagine my joy that
we daily vaccinate thousands of children. Imagine
my joy that I get to challenge the church about the
importance of children—to explain, for example,
that budgets that devote 10 percent to children’s
ministry make little strategic sense considering that 85 percent of
people who come to Christ do so before the age of 14.

All these years later, I am still never more than 10 seconds away
from tears. But not all my tears are from sorrow. Just as easily, I
can be moved to tears of great joy at what I get to do. I see victories
in children’s lives as evil is defeated, just as it was defeated in my
own life.

In finally telling my whole story, T have discovered the other side
of my life’s tapestry. Where I once saw only knots and tangles, I now
see a beautiful picture of God’s grace—his deliberate orchestration
in a life lovingly entrusted to me. Sure enough, he had heard every
scream, felt every blow, and wiped every tear as, through the pain,
he crafted me into a tool he could use, redeemed for his glory. @
Wess Stafford is president and ceo of Compassion International, a
Colorado Springs—based child development organization that sponsors
children. This article was adapted from a talk Stafford gave at Woodmen
Valley Chapel in July 2009.

Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “Redeeming Suffering,” a Bible study
based on this article.

ERIK STENBAKKEN
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Mission Fields

The massive global migration we see




on the Move

today presents unparalleled opportunities for ministry. By J. Samuel Escobar

-_—

Migration is a major feature of the 21st century. A 2005 United
Nations report claims that there are nearly 191 million inter-
national migrants worldwide. The International Organization
for Migration estimates the number of foreign migrants at
around 200 million. Another 100 million are on the move
within their own borders.

Migration is enormously complex. Its causes and its effects
range from simple economic betterment to the horrors of
war, ethnic conflict, and genocide. Whatever the causes, it is
an undeniable opportunity for evangelization that the church
dare not ignore, says veteran missiologist J. Samuel Escobar

in this installment of the Global Conversation.

N OUR 50 YEARS as missionaries,
my wife and I have become familiar
with immigration laws and offices in
the countries where we have served:
Argentina, Brazil, Canada, the United
States, and now Spain. Our most
recent experience of standing in line
for hours, filling out forms and asking
God for patience to cope with bureau-
cratic slowness, was in Valencia in 2007. Standing in
such lines, you hear amazing stories of the joys, trag-
edies, dramatic expectations, and disappointments of
migrant people.

Spain is geographically situated between Europe
and Africa, and tied to the Americas by three centuries
as an imperial power. As such, it attracts migrants from
Latin America, Africa, and Eastern Europe. The coun-
try’s Catholic church and its tiny minority of Protestant
churches have faced the challenge of this massive wave.
Itis amissionary challenge that forces churches to go
to the roots of their faith.

In the middle of the night on May 4, 2002, in the
town of Arganda just outside Madrid, a group of skin-
heads painted swastikas and racist phrases on the walls
of a Romanian evangelical church. Then they set it
Island of Hope: A boat carrying these African on fire. Similarly, Joaquin Yebra, pastor of a Baptist

FRANCO ORIGLIA / GETTY

Fimigrés was captured off the coast of Lgjiiedusa. church in Vallecas, a suburb of Madrid, has had ser-
The Italian island is the transit point for about . . . .
b5, 000 migrants annually. About 2,000 boat vices interrupted by young men whom he describes

people’ die each year attempting to reach Europe. not as skinheads but as hooligans who have drunk too
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MISSION FIELDS ON THE MOVE

much. Twice a week his church provides food and medicine
for 600 people, mostly immigrants from Morocco and Latin
America. Some neighbors have protested the long lines that
form for three hours, though most of them are understanding
and sympathetic.

Atthe 2004 Forum for World Evangelization, hosted by the
Lausanne Committee in Pattaya, Thailand, the “Globalization
and the Gospel” working group heard stories of how churches
in Canada and Japan responded to the challenges posed by
migration and how they were transformed in the process. “We
cannot underestimate the sheer power global migration has
on the interdependence of our daily lives and collective fates,

Migrants are people in transition,
experiencing the loss of roots and
open to new commitments, ready to

assume faith in a personal way.

creating our larger common horizon of experience,” the group’s
report concluded.

But the challenge and opportunity are nothing new. Migra-
tion was an important factor in the 16th-century Reformation.
Celebrations of the fifth centennial of John Calvin’s birth bring
to mind the fact that he was a migrant who had fled France.
He became a refugee in Geneva, Switzerland, where 5,000
migrants joined a population 0f 10,300 between the years 1542
and 1560. Historian Fred Brown describes “the terrific task
facing church and state in Geneva to take care of the waves
of people inundating the city.” Calvin launched initiatives for
the professional training of young people and the readaptation
of adults to new jobs. He also preached clearly against those
who wanted to benefit from cheap labor.

MAGNETS FOR MIGRANTS
Inthe New Testament, we see that migration was a key factor in
the advance of the church. Paul ends his Epistle to the Romans
(chap. 16) by greeting along list of people. He had met them on
his trips through the Roman Empire, and they all ended up in
Rome. Migration was constant in the Roman Empire, just as
it is in the 21st century. As a center of cultural, economic, and
political power, Rome attracted migrants just as rich countries
today draw people from underdeveloped countries who are
seeking jobs, security, and a future they do not find at home.

Actually, the whole New Testament shows people on
the move. It also depicts Christian missions
taking place in that context. People scattered
by religious persecution founded the church in
Antioch (Acts 11:19). In other cases, voluntary
migrants moved with a missionary purpose in
mind. Paul describes how, having completed
his evangelistic task in the eastern half of the
empire, he feels driven to go to the other half
to evangelize (Rom. 15:19, 23-24).

Priscilla and Aquila, the first couple whom
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Paul greets (Rom. 16:3), provide a key pattern of church forma-
tion in New Testament times. Aquila is described as a Jew from
the region of Pontus who had to leave Rome due to the per-
secution of Jews (Acts 18:1-4). Priscilla and Aquila supported
themselves through specialized work involving leather. Few
tools were necessary for this trade, making mobility possible.
It was an ideal occupation for a traveling man like Paul. Acts
says that “he stayed with them, and they worked together”
(18:3, nrsv, used throughout). After “a considerable time”
(v.18), the trio moved on to Ephesus. By the time Paul wrote his
letter to the Romans, the faithful couple had returned to Rome;
the apostle praises them as people for whom he and “all the
churches of the Gentiles” are thankful (Rom. 16:4).

During their journeys, voluntary and involuntary,
Priscillaand Aquila planted churches in at least three
cities of the empire. The pattern continues in our time.
Employees of a British railway company planted many
evangelical churches in Argentina in the early 20th
century. I have worshiped in churches in Brazil, Peru,
and Spain founded or developed by Korean business-
men. In the 1960s, Spanish migrants planted Spanish-speak-
ing churches in Germany, now attended by Latin American
migrants. More recently, Filipino young people have planted
churches in the United States, and Ghanaian migrants have
done the same in the Netherlands.

A notable case is Sunday Adelaja, a young man from Nigeria
who went to study in the Soviet republic of Belarus with a Com-
munist scholarship. After the fall of the Berlin Wall, he moved
to Ukraine and with seven others founded the Word of Faith
Churchin Kiev on February 6,1994. The church has grown at
an incredible pace and now claims 30,000 adherents, mostly
white. Today it is known as the Embassy of the Blessed King-
dom of God for All Nations, with 700 branches in 35 countries
including the U.S., Germany, and Israel. It runs 217 centers to
help drug and alcohol addicts and 27 educational institutions
that minister to 170,000 persons.

Paul’s list of greetings in Romans 16 allows us to imagine
at least five house churches in Rome. We find names such as
Mary (v. 6), Andronicus and Junia (v. 7), and Herodion (v. 11), all
evidently Jewish. Other names such as Phoebe (v. 1), Narcissus
(v.11), Ampliatus (v. 8), and Urbanus (v. 9) have Gentile origins.
Big cities are melting pots where different races and cultures
meet; sometimes the meeting is traumatic. Racism does not
target only some people and cultures. All of us are ethnocentric,
and the acceptance of “the other,” the one who is different, is not
always easy. Social and economic crises bring out racism’s ugly
ghosts, as we see in some European, Asian, and
African cities today. The reluctance to accept
those who are different also affects Christians;
we see the problem throughout 20 centuries
of church history. In both the writings of Paul
and the Book of Acts, we see that the encounter
of cultures and races caused many problems
in the early church.

Some of the house churches in Rome com-
prised Jewish believers, and others comprised
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Gentiles. Some may have mixed the two groups. In those commu-
nities, a degree of mutual acceptance and welcoming took place.
Paul encourages these varied Christians to accept one another as
brothers and sisters in Christ. His exhortation has a definite theo-
logical connotation and a pastoral intent: “Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God”
(Rom. 15:7). By pointing to the way in which Christ receives those
who come to him, Paul’s

to cooperate with secular nonprofit organizations, which are
patterned after the Christian model of volunteer involvement
but are usually suspicious of churches.

Second, churches need to take a prophetic stance against the
injustices that immigrants face. Sometimes churches find it dif-
ficult to become mouthpieces for the poor and downtrodden.
They don’t like to pronounce a critical word to societies that
are panicking about

exhortation gets to the new waves of foreign-
heart of the gospel he ers. But the church
has developed in the must look back to the
epistle. Such mutual sources of her own
acceptance included faith and to an ethical
accepting cultural dif- treasure of compassion
ferences such as dif- that s a half-forgotten
ferent eating habits and partofthe Western and
culturally rooted prohi- European heritage.

bitions (Rom. 14:1-6). Third, churches
Paul’s missionary strat- _ should see migration
egy, outlined in chapter . = as an opportunity for

15,includes actions and
teachings designed to
foster mutual accep-
tance between Jews
and Gentiles. For exam-
ple, note the collection
that the Gentile churches gathered at Paul’s initiative to help the
impoverished Jewish believers in Judea (Rom. 15:25-29).

Such mutual acceptance was also reflected in the practi-
cal hospitality that became a mark of first-century Christian
churches. Paul’s words of commendation for Phoebe, prob-
ably the carrier of his letter to the Romans, could not be more
specific: “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of
the church at Cenchreae, so that you may welcome her in the
Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she
may require from you, for she has been a benefactor of many
and of myself as well” (Rom. 16:1-2).

Y

Entry Point: Immigrants gather outside the Short Stay Immigration Center in
Spanish Melilla on the Moroccan coast, where in 2005 guards fired at migrants
storming the fences.

THREE CHALLENGES

Churches that are in countries flooded with immigrants face
similar challenges and opportunities as the early church. This
is true in the big cities of every country, not only in Europe
and North America. The amazing growth of churches in
Latin American cities is explained partly by their welcom-
ing of displaced persons from rural areas. In many cases, a
church’s embrace of a migrant becomes a symbolic prelude to
the experience of being received by Jesus Christ and finding
salvation in him.

Migration presents a threefold challenge to missions-minded
Christians. The first challenge is Christian compassion and sen-
sitivity. Churches need to provide funding and volunteers to
respond to the massive flow of humans who face hunger, home-
lessness, and marginalization. Recent decades have prepared
evangelical Christians for that exercise of compassion. This
has certainly been a theme of the Lausanne Movement and
its emphasis on holistic missions. Churches might also learn

evangelism. Migrants
are people in transi-
tion, people on the
move who are expe-
riencing the loss of
roots. They are usu-
ally open to new commitments and ready to assume faith
in a personal way. Historically, missionary Christianity has
often flourished in the context of migration precisely because
of the two aspects of the migrant experience. One is the pain
of homelessness and uprootedness, and the other side is new
freedom. The presence of new believers in old communities
brings pastoral challenges as the church is forced to face the
other in its midst. But since when have evangelism and church
growth been without challenges?

In the face of massive migration worldwide, the Book of
Romans can have a powerful effect. If European churches
reflect the embrace of Christ rather than the exclusion of a
frightened society, they may become better bases for a new
evangelization. North American congregations can become
loving communities that deliver the church from the tempta-
tion to imbibe cheap civil religion. If new migrant churches
hear Paul in Romans, they will find ways to connect with long-
established churches in need of revival and a new missionary
spirit. And in places like Latin America, Africa, and some parts
of Asia, where the church is growing and vital, enthusiasm will
be matched by a striving toward maturity. All in all, God will
use migration to accomplish Christian missions, just as he did
in the first century. e

J. Samuel Escobar, chair of the Lausanne Il (Cape Town 2010)
Advisory Council, teaches at the Theological Seminary of the Baptist
Union in Madrid, Spain, and is honorary president of the United
Bible Societies. A native of Peru, he has served on the staff of the
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students as both a mission-
ary and a missiology professor.
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{ THE CT INTERVIEW }

Faithful Presence

James Davison Hunter says our strategies to transform
culture are ineffective, and the goal itself is misguided.
Interview by Christopher Benson

KIRSTEN ROSE

VER TWO DECADES have passed
since Allan Bloom’s famous polemic,
The Closing of the American Mind,
shook up the American academy.
The time is ripe for another shakeup.
Enter James Davison Hunter, whose
latest contribution, To Change the
World: The Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of Christian-
ity in the Late Modern World (Oxford), promises to shake
up American Christianity. An endorsement for Bloom’s
book applies just as well to Hunter’s: It “will be savagely
attacked. And, indeed, it deserves it, as this is the destiny
of all important books . . . Reading it will make many
people indignant, but leave nobody indifferent.”

Hunter, professor of religion, culture, and social theory
at the University of Virginia, is author of Culture Wars:
The Struggle to Define America and The Death of Charac-
ter: On the Moral Education of America’s Children.

To Change the World comprises three essays. The
first examines the common view of “culture as ideas,”
espoused by thinkers like Chuck Colson, and the cor-
rective view of “culture as artifacts,” as recently argued

by Andy Crouch in Culture Making. Both
s views, argues Hunter, are character-
ized by idealism, individualism, and
pietism.

Hunter develops an alternative
view of culture, one that assigns roles
notonly toideas and artifacts but also to

“elites, networks, technology, and new
institutions.” American Christians—
mainline Protestant, Catholic, and
evangelical—will not and cannot change

CHANG!

the world through evangelism, political action, and social
reform because of the working theory that undergirds their
strategies. This theory says that “the essence of culture
is found in the hearts and minds of individuals—in what
are typically called ‘values.”” According to Hunter, social
science and history prove that many popular ideas, such
as “transformed people transform cultures” (Colson) and
“in one generation, you change the whole culture” (James
Dobson), are “deeply flawed.”

The second essay argues that “the public witness
of the church today has become a political witness.”
Hunter critiques the political theologies of the Chris-
tian Right, Christian Left, and neo-Anabaptists, show-
ing that unlikely bedfellows—James Dobson, Jim Wallis,
and Stanley Hauerwas—are all “functional Nietzscheans”
insofar as their resentment fuels a will to power, which
perpetuates rather than heals “the dark nihilisms of the
modern age.”

The third essay offers a different paradigm for cul-
tural engagement, one Hunter calls “faithful presence.”
Faithful presence is not about changing culture, let alone
the world, but instead emphasizes cooperation between
individuals and institutions in order to make
disciples and serve the common good. “If
there are benevolent consequences of our
engagement with the world,” Hunter writes,
“it is precisely because it is not rooted in a
desire to change the world for the better but
rather because it is an expression of a desire
to honor the creator of all goodness, beauty,
and truth, a manifestation of our loving obe-
dience to God, and a fulfillment of God’s com-
mand to love our neighbor.”
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FAITHFUL PRESENCE

Christopher Benson, a writer and teacher in Denver, Colorado,
spoke with Hunter about To Change the World. Benson’s work has
appeared in The Weekly Standard, Books & Culture, Christian Scholar’s
Review, Image, and The City. Mark Galli, senior managing editor of
Christianity Today, assisted in the interview.

Visit ChristianityToday.com/ct to see responses to Hunter from
Colson, a ct contributing editor, and Crouch, a cr editor at large.

What'’s wrong with viewing culture as ideas or as artifacts?

Both perspectives fail to recognize that culture is also infrastructure.
Culture is constituted by very powerful institutions that operate on
their own dynamics independent of individual will. Ideas do move
history, and objects do have their place, but only under certain social
conditions. When ideas do move history, it’s not because those ideas
are inherently truthful or obviously correct, but rather because of the
way they’re embedded within institutions and structures of power.
Both perspectives are looking at the tip of the iceberg, overlooking
the mass of ice beneath the water.

Why are the principal strategies for cultural change failing?

Evangelism, political action, and social reform are worthy undertak-
ings, but they aren’t decisively important if the goal is world chang-
ing. These strategies don’t attend to the institutional dynamics of

Culture is organized according to a framework of center and periph-
ery. The New York Times sells fewer copies than does USA Today,
but The New York Times is at the center whereas USA Today is at the
periphery. Some community colleges and state universities provide
as good an education as the Ivy League colleges, but the Ivies are at
the center, whereas community colleges and state universities are
at the periphery.

By and large, American Christianity has produced a huge cultural
economy, but it operates on the periphery of status rather than in
the center. The importance of cultural capital is determined not by
quantity but by quality. Quality is measured according to the kind of
status it attracts, and status is almost always measured by exclusiv-
ity. As I note in my book, evangelicalism boasts a billion-dollar book
publishing industry, yet the books produced are largely ignored by
The New York Review of Books, The New York Times Book Review,
The Washington Post Book World, and other key arbiters of public
intellectual argument.

Are American Christians not elite enough?

Populism underwrites American Christianity, especially within evan-
gelicalism. That populism speaks to cherished values, but it also works
against the dynamics of cultural change. The main reason Christian
believers today lack influence in the culture, despite their aspirations,

Evangelism, political action, and social reform
are worthy undertakings, but they aren’t decisively important
if the goal is world changing.

culture formation and cultural change; in fact, they move in exactly
the opposite direction of the ways in which cultures do change.

How is it that American public life is so profoundly secular when
85 percent of the population professes to be Christian? If a culture
were simply the sum total of beliefs, values, and ideas that ordinary
individuals hold, then the United States would be a far more religious
society. Looking at our entertainment, politics, economics, media,
and education, we are forced to conclude that the cultural influ-
ence of Christians is negligible. By contrast, Jews, who compose 3
percent of the population, exert significant cultural influence dis-
proportionate to their numbers, notably in literature, art, science,
medicine, and technology. Gays offer another example. Minorities
would have no effect if culture were solely about ideas, but that’s
clearly not the case.

You argue that cultural change is not wrought by individuals in
isolation from institutions. But why should we not regard William
Wilberforce as an individual who changed the world?

What history tells us is that the key actor in history is not the individual
genius but rather the network and the new institutions that arise out
of that network. This is not to undermine or undersell the importance
of charismatic figures like Luther, Calvin, or Wilberforce. That kind
of genius, courage, and charisma, however, cannot be understood
apart from a network of similarly oriented people.

You say that the “parallel institutions” of American Christianity
are ineffectual as change agents in culture. Why?
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is not because they don’t believe enough or try hard enough or think
Christianly enough. It's because they’ve been absent from the arenas
in which the greatest influence in the culture is exerted. The culture-
producing institutions of Christianity are largely marginalized in the
economy of culture formation in North America. Its cultural capital
is greatest where leverage in the larger culture is weakest.

But didn’t the Vietnam War protests and the civil rights move-
ment, both populist movements, force elites to change?
In the case of the anti-war movement, you must look at the demo-
graphic base of that protest. It was overwhelmingly white and upper-
middle class, and disproportionately well-educated. This was not a
protest that was organized by the working class or poor. In the case
of the civil rights movement, it was black intellectuals in the church
who mobilized people. The movement didn’t gain the kind of trac-
tion it needed to really change laws and public policy until white
intellectuals and clergy from the North became involved.
Ordinary people in social movements can and do have influence,
but rarely do they gain world-changing traction until the overlap-
ping networks of elites operate within the center-most institutions
of cultural production.

You say that it is “nothing short of ludicrous” to claim that the
culture can be changed in one generation. Why?

Changes in political systems and economic conditions can occur
relatively quickly. The most profound changes in culture typically
take place over the course of multiple generations, often in ways

KIRSTEN ROSE



Culture is far more profound at the
level of imagination than at the level of
argument. Deep structures of culture
are found in the frameworks of our
imagination, frameworks of meaning
and moral order that are embedded in
the very words we use. There’s a differ-
ence between the weather and the cli-
mate. Contemporary politics is like the
weather, changing day to day or week to
week. But culture, in its most enduring
qualities, isn’t about the weather at all.
It’s about the climate. Changes in the
climate of culture involve convoluted,
contested, and contingent dynamics.

Soren Kierkegaard famously said
that “life must be lived forward, but
understood backwards.” Similarly,

we’re not even aware of. They penetrate the ways we speak, the ways

we imagine the world. They penetrate the structures that organize
social life—structures of reward, privilege, and punishment. So the
deepest kinds of changes don’t happen simply by willing them into
being. Powerful changes happen implicitly rather than explicitly.

Would a third Great Awakening change the culture, if two-thirds
or half of the American population came to a radical embrace of the
Christian faith? There’s no question that it would have an impact.
But unless the elites of society were similarly impacted or affected,
it probably wouldn’t change things as much as you might expect.
What is more, it would probably take several generations of reck-
oning with what that faith meant to the people, their children, and
their grandchildren before it finally penetrated the warp and woof
of the social order.

you say that dramatic cultural change
“can only been seen and described in
retrospect.” How, then, can we evalu-
ate whether our present actions are
faithfully changing the world?

Well, the title of my book is ironic,
because I'm trying to disabuse people of
changing the world. We cannot control
history—God alone is its author. We're
accountable for our actions as individual
believers and as a body of believers. The
nature of that accountability is clear from
Scripture, theology, and history. The
point is not to change the world but to
serve faithfully in our relationships, tasks,
and spheres of social influence.

One of my worst fears about the
reception of this book is that my pro-
posal for “faithful presence” will become
a bumper sticker for personal pietism.
The default mode for Christians is to
translate everything into their own
experience. Faithful presence is not
the work of the individual alone but also the individual in concert
with the community.

Might not a lot of “transforming the culture” talk today be a
rhetorical device to motivate people to act, rather than a serious
affirmation of the ability to change culture immediately?

The rhetoric of world changing originates from a profound angst that
the world is changing for the worse, and that we must act urgently.
There’s a sense of panic that things are falling apart. If we don’t
respond now, we’ll lose the things we cherish the most. What ani-
mates this talk is a desperation to hold on to something when the
world no longer makes sense.

Does the world-changing rhetoric become pervasive when the
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individuals who are trying to change the world cannot do it?

It may be that the amount of rhetoric is inversely related to our actual
ability or capacity to change the world. Most American Christians
believe America owes its greatness to Christianity, which is now
being uprooted. Uprootedness brings sadness and nostalgia. The
problem here is not just the historical question—was America ever
a Christian nation?—but the theological question, should America
be a Christian nation? If you don’t believe that America was ever or
should ever be a Christian nation, you will evaluate cultural changes
from a different vantage point. Some changes might be destructive,
but you will not feel obliged to save America or to save the West.
That’s not the burden of faithful presence in the world.

What do you mean when you say American public life has become
politicized?

All Americans think about power primarily in political terms. We tend
to conflate our understanding of public life with political life; they
occupy the same symbolic space. Politics involves the mechanisms

structures, jockeying for power.

How should Christians think about power?

There are two tasks for a post-political witness. First, we must disag-
gregate the life of the church and the life of the nation. Second, we
must renew a distinction between the public and the political.

What would a post-political gesture look like in the pro-life move-
ment? Borrowing an example from a friend, imagine ten thousand
families signing a petition in Illinois that declares they will adopt
a child of any ethnic background and physical capability. If they
wanted to do something spectacular, they could go to city hall for a
press conference, announcing that in the state of Illinois there are no
unwanted children. That would be a public—but not political—act.
Such an act leads with compassion rather than coercion.

By focusing too much on political power, we overlook how social
power plays out in everyday relationships and institutions. There are
four characteristics to the social power that Jesus exercised. First, his
power was derivative—originating from intimacy and submission to

When Christians turn to law, public policy, and politics as
the last resort, they have essentially given up on a desire to persuade
their opponents. They want the patronage of the state
and its coercive power to rule the day.

of the state. Over the course of the 20th century, all Americans—and
Christians, not the least—have turned more and more to the state to
solve their problems. That’s true for the Left as well as the Right. Since
law is the language of the state, we should note that law increases
as cultural consensus decreases.

What are the consequences of this for the church’s public witness?
The state is the sole legitimate source of coercion and violence.
When Christians turn to law, public policy, and politics as the last
resort, they have essentially given up on a desire to persuade their
opponents. They want the patronage of the state and its coercive
power to rule the day. What makes this problematic, in my view, is
that the dominant public witness of the church is political, rooted
in narratives of injury and discourses of negation. The sense of
deprivation among Christians leads to an ethic of revenge, or what
Nietzsche called ressentiment. In different ways and to different
degrees, the prevailing political theologies in American society
today—the Christian Right, the Christian Left, and even the neo-
Anabaptists—partake in that ressentiment and consequent will to
power. And here’s the tragic irony: Whenever Christian churches
and organizations partake in the will to power, they partake in the
very thing they decry in society.

Christian philosopher Carl Raschke has observed that “the
emerging Religious Left is just a funhouse mirror of the Religious
Right.” Why do you say that the two Jims—Dobson and Wallis—
mirror each other?

They both operate with a proprietarian relationship to American
culture that obligates them to preserve the nation as well as their
faith. They both offer different versions of civil religion. And they
have both become instrumentalized on behalf of different party
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his Father. Second, his power was humble—rejecting the privileges
of status and reputation, suffering indignities with joy. Third, his
power was compassionate—serving the good of all and not just the
good of the community of faith. And fourth, his power was non-
coercive—Dblessing rather than cursing “the other,” as we can see
from his encounters with Samaritans and Romans.

How does your paradigm of cultural engagement differ from the
others?

All the paradigms speak to authentic biblical concerns. Yet the desire
to be relevant to the world has come at the cost of abandoning dis-
tinctiveness. The desire to be defensive against the world is rooted
in a desire to retain distinctiveness, but this has been manifested
in ways that are, on one hand, aggressive and confrontational, and,
on the other, culturally trivial and inconsequential. And the desire
to be pure from the world entails a withdrawal from active pres-
ence in huge areas of social life. In contrast to these paradigms, the
desire for faithful presence in the world calls on the entire laity, in all
vocations—ordinary and extraordinary, “common” and rarefied—to
enact the shalom of God in the world.

Christians need to abandon talk about “redeeming the culture,”
“advancing the kingdom,” and “changing the world.” Such talk car-
ries too much weight, implying conquest and domination. If there
is a possibility for human flourishing in our world, it does not begin
when we win the culture wars but when God’s word of love becomes
flesh in us, reaching every sphere of social life. When faithful pres-
ence existed in church history, it manifested itself in the creation of
hospitals and the flourishing of art, the best scholarship, the most
profound and world-changing kind of service and care—again, not
only for the household of faith but for everyone. Faithful presence
isn’t new; it’s just something we need to recover. (]
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Most Americans—including Scripture-loving evangelicals—

cannot name the disciples, the Ten Commandments,

or the first book of the Bible. But that's not our biggest biblical
illiteracy problem. By Collin Hansen

LOVE THEIR BIBLES. SO
much so that they keep them in pristine,
unopened condition. Or, as George
Gallup Jr. and Jim Castelli said in
a widely quoted survey finding,
“Americans revere the Bible but,
by and large, they don’t read it.”
Anecdotes abound. Time
magazine observed in a 2007
cover story that only half of
U.S. adults could name one of the four Gospels. Fewer than
half could identify Genesis as the Bible’s first book. Jay Leno
and Stephen Colbert have made sport of Americans’ inability
to name the Ten Commandments—even among members of
Congress who have pushed to have them posted publicly.

Perhaps the first step toward improved Bible literacy is
admitting we have a problem. A 2005 study by the Barna Group
asked American Christians to rate their spiritual maturity based
on activities such as worship, service, and evangelism. Chris-
tians offered the harshest evaluation of their Bible knowledge,
with 25 percent calling themselves not too mature or not at all
mature.

And we know it’s not “those other churches.” We are not
surprised by a 2004 Gallup finding that a mere 37 percent of
teenagers can find the quotation from the Sermon on the Mount
when given four choices. And we are not surprised that only 44
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percent of born-again teenagers could do the same.

It could be worse. The same Gallup study of 1,002 teenagers
found them basically familiar with Adam and Eve, Moses, the
Good Samaritan, the Golden Rule, and the meaning of Easter.
And the Bible Literacy Project (8Lp) now provides resources
for more than 360 public schools in 43 states.

“We’ve had no problem conveying the importance of biblical
literature for understanding everything from public discourse
to reading Toni Morrison,” says BLp general editor Cullen
Schippe.

But pastors, professors, and others committed to teaching
the Bible have identified a problem far larger than fluency with
basic characters and stories. It’s one thing to recognize the refer-
ence to the Promised Land in a Martin Luther King Jr. speech.
It’s another to recognize biblical references within the Bible
itself. Even weekly churchgoers who know the names and places
struggle to put it all together and understand the Bible as a single
story of redemption.

The problem struck a nerve for Schippe as he sat in a hotel
room thumbing through a copy of the Book of Mormon. Some of
the characters were familiar, but the overarching story befuddled
him. That, he realized, was how a growing number of Americans
now see the Bible.

Fortunately, motivated churches, small groups, and even
public school teachers are finding ways to take biblical literacy
beyond name recognition.
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Sunday School 2.0

BibleMesh builds a tech tool for the rest of the church.

OMPUTER TECHNOLOGY haslongbeen aboon to high-
level biblical studies. Scholars can instantly search
archives of ancient manuscripts, essentially turning
their offices into world-class libraries. Pastors likewise
benefit from popular software that aids original lan-
guage studies and sermon preparation. But the gap is widening.

“At this rate,” Emmanuel Kampouris says, “the Bible will be just
a historical artifact for seminarians.”

Kampouris is former chairman and chief executive officer of Amer-
ican Standard Companies (now called Trane), the giant manufacturer
of air conditioners, bath and kitchen fixtures, and automotive supplies.
Renowned for his ability to turn around
failing businesses, Kampouris is also the
force behind BibleMesh, a web-based
tool launchingin June. Tim Keller is the

program’s primary commentator, who
walks Christians through the biblical
storyline in a 90-minute video. Other
contributors include the late First
Things editor Richard John Neuhaus,
former Anglican Archbishop Peter
Akinola of Nigeria, and nondenomi-
national pastor Alistair Begg.
Scholars and pastors such as new
Wheaton College president Philip
Ryken, Covenant Life Church’s Joshua
Harris, and Vaughan Roberts, author of
God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline
of the Bible, have contributed 300 arti-
cles and 200 two-minute reflections.
“The primary selling point is to really
teach the gospel as the biblical story
and not just disassociated biographical
studies, facts, and events,” says project
theological editor Greg Thornbury.
“That’s the idea behind the name
BibleMesh—that the biblical understanding of reality
is interconnected with the Good News about Jesus.”

REBUILDING THE BIG STORY
The rise of historical criticism in the 19th century
was largely responsible for downplaying the Bible’s overarching
metanarrative, says Thornbury, dean of the School of Christian
Studies at Union University. But evangelicals have done their part
as well. Scholars’ narrow specialization in one aspect of the Old or
New Testament can trickle down from seminaries to pastors, then
to local churches.

Asaresult, sermons about King David often amount to little more
than moral biography: David committed adultery and murder, and
we shouldn’t. Or pastors may search for allegorical meaning behind

Casting His Net: Emmanuel
Kampouris’s new effort

is more than just another
social network.

the Old Testament figures, matching a sermon point on courage to
each of David’s five smooth stones. In either case, churchgoers do
not see how David contributes to the messianic pattern fulfilled in
Christ.

Bucking the long trend toward academic specialization, Beeson
Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama, has no departments. No
matter their expertise, all Beeson faculty are professors of divinity.

“We're trying to be sure that students don’t just have a superficial
knowledge of Scripture but can explain the Bible as a connected
story,” says Timothy George, Beeson’s founding dean. “Just know-
ing facts and names would be an improvement, but it’s not what is

Ay

needed. .. in the fragmented lives around us.”

BibleMesh hopes to remedy the problem of frag-
mented biblical understanding with a personalized
learning tool that tracks what users have studied and
where they are weak. The site will help users memorize
Scripture and remember facts, names, and places from the passages
they have read. Another component allows pastors and small-group
leaders to shape their own courses. Later channels will teach church
history and biblical Greek and Hebrew.

“Every church intuitively knows it needs a discipleship program
that goes beyond the preaching event,” Thornbury says. “I hope
BibleMesh will be Sunday school curriculum 2.0. It’s an update on
what used to be done in Sunday school: taking Christians through
the Bible.”
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Secret Church

David Platt’s congregation has a hunger for Scripture. Obeying it is harder.

T AN AVERAGE of 55 minutes, David Platt’s Sunday
morning sermons at the Church at Brook Hills in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, are already far longer than those
of most pastors. But to Platt, they seem awfully short.
He has been struck in his travels by underground
Asian house churches that study the Bible together, under the threat
of persecution, for as long as 12 hours in one sitting. He has imported
this practice into a biennial event that Brook Hills calls Secret Church.
Starting at 6 p.m., Platt preaches for six hours on a single topic, such

as a survey of the Old Testament. About 1,000 people,
mostly college students and young singles, turned out for
the first Secret Church. Since then, other Secret Church
topics have included the Atonement and spiritual warfare.
It is now so popular the church requires tickets.

“It’s one of my favorite sights as a pastor to look out at 12:30 A.m.
and see a room full of 2,500 people, their Bibles open, soaking it
in,” Platt says.

Plattbelieves churches have lowered the bar for biblical and theo-
logical literacy by treating it as something for professionals. Equating
serious biblical engagement with seminaries rather than the local
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No Guidebook: Scripture
‘is given to us for one
purpose,’ says Platt, here
leading a Secret Church
event: ‘to make us look
more like Christ.”

church has impoverished both institutions, he says. So Brook Hills
haslaunched its own training center for lay leaders and is preparing
aone-year training program for church planters, with separate tracks
for full-time pastors and bi-vocational ministers. Platt recognizes that
smaller churches lack the human and financial resources to offer
these programs, but he thinks the principles transfer to churches
with only 50 members.

“The New Testament pattern is churches raising up leaders and
missionaries,” Platt says. “We have people begging for this. The
more they taste the Word,
the more they want it, and the
more they want to minister.
We’ve had about 1,000 each
year go overseas making dis-
ciples. The more they go, they
more they realize they need
to be equipped to be a part of
what God is doing around the
world.”

This equipping is crucial
for Platt. Disciples of Christ
do not merely pursue Bible
knowledge for its own sake, he
says. It changes the way they
live, but not by merely offer-
ing them tips for parenting or
financial freedom. Rather, the
Bible gets them in touch with
the Holy Spirit, who conforms
them to Christ’s image.

Oneyear ago, Plattendured
acrisis of belief as he saw how,
throughout the narrative of
Scripture, God equates faith
with care for the poor. Platt
believes, preaches, loves,
memorizes, and studies the
Word. But he wasn’t sure if
he had submitted his life to
its teachings.

“We are ignoring the poor with the way we’re living
in Birmingham,” Platt finally told his congregation. “If
we believe the gospel, then our opulent living compared
to the rest of the world does not make sense. We need
to make major changes.”

The rebuke did not sit well with everyone. But Platt and his wife
set an example by selling their house and living more simply. One
wealthy church member called him crazy, but soon he too sold his
house to invest in needs around the world. Biblical literacy is a pre-
cursor to biblical transformation.

COURTESY OF CHURCH AT BROOK HILLS / DANIEL PHILLIPS



A United
Effort

British Christians join to read,
translate, and champion the Word.

N 2011, English-speaking Christians will commemorate 400
years since the debut of the King James Version of the Bible.
So why does a sense of consternation trump celebration?
“More than 200 million people have no access to spiri-
tual food, with no Scriptures in their own language,” says
Krish Kandiah, a director at the Evangelical Alliance UK. “Yet we
in the West, despite owning more Bibles per household than we
will ever use, are slowly starving to death because we have lost our
appetite for Scripture.”

Kandiah leads a small team of activists behind Biblefresh, a
new initiative promoting Bible reading, translation, and teaching.
A diverse collection of the country’s leading Anglicans, Methodists,
Baptists, and other UK believers have united behind a vision to help
Christians experience the Bible in new ways during 2011.

Biblefresh has teamed with churches in Burkina Faso to help

‘We own more Bibles than we

will ever use, but we are slowly
starving to death because we have
lost our appetite for Scripture.’

~ Krish Kandiah, director of Churches in Mission
for the Evangelical Alliance UK

translate the Bible for a language group that has no access to Scrip-
ture. Spring Harvest, the UK’s largest Christian festival, will teach
about 50,000 Christians over the next two years how to interpret
the Bible. Soul Survivor, the UK’s biggest Christian youth event, is
making a greater push for a daily Bible reading program. And a group
of pastors has pledged to preach on the so-called “terror texts,” in
which genocide, stoning unruly children, and slavery seem to be
condoned. (Avoiding them has only hurt confidence, they say.)
“This privilege should unite us at a time when the evangelical
church in the UK is increasingly fragmented, with tribal groups
raging over debates surrounding the role of women, the definition
of atonement, and the place of charismatic gifts, while church atten-
dance figures are in decline,” Kandiah says. “Whatever denomina-
tion or tribe we tend toward, all of us know we need to do better
with the Bible.” @

Collin Hansen is a cT editor at large and coauthor, with John Wood-
bridge, of the forthcoming A God-Sized Vision: Revival Stories That Stretch
and Stir (Zondervan).

A Different Kind
of Bible Literacy Quiz

So you can name the 12 disciples, the 10
Commandments, and the 7 days of Creation.
But do you know how they fit together?

1. What lesson from the life of Jonah did Jesus talk about?
(a) Jonah learned to obey God, because disobedience is punished.
(b) God forgives the repentant as he forgave Nineveh.
(c) God rescues us as he rescued Jonah when he was cast overboard.
(d) Jonah spent three days in the fish as Jesus would spend three days
in the tomb.
(e) People are as wicked today as they were in ancient Nineveh.

2. Melchizedek, king of Salem, met with which biblical figure?
How is Jesus like Melchizedek?

3. Besides Jesus, name five biblical figures who rose from the dead.
How were these incidents different from Jesus’ resurrection?

4. Name four biblical instances where the number 40 is important.

5. Whose faithfulness is contrasted with the Israelites’ grumbling in
Exodus 16-18?

6. Name the four women besides Mary who are included in Jesus’
genealogy (Matt. 1:1-17), and describe their circumstances.

7. “No prophet is accepted in his hometown,” Jesus said after his
inaugural sermon (Luke 4:14-30). He then gave examples from the
lives of two other prophets. What were they?

Answers

1. (d) See Matthew 12:40.

2. Melchizedek, “priest of God Most High,” met with Abram (Gen. 14).
Jesus is like him in that he is a priest forever (Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6), once and for
all, and greater than the priesthood of Aaron (Heb. 7). The writer of Hebrews
says that he was “without beginning of days or end of life” (7:3).

3. The son of the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17); the son of the Shunammite
woman (2 Kings 4); the dead man who touched Elisha’s bones (2 Kings 13:21); the son
of the woman of Nain (Luke 7); the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5); Lazarus (John 11);
Dorcas/Tabitha (Acts 9); Eutychus (Acts 20); and the dead raised when Jesus died (Matt.
27:52). Each was resuscitated, not resurrected; they died again. Jesus’ resurrected body
was unbound by normal physical properties, though he ate and could be touched.

4. Days Jesus spent tempted in the wilderness (Matt. 4:2); days Jesus spent with
his disciples after the Resurrection (Acts 1:3); days and nights of rain in the Flood (Gen.
7:12); Moses’ years in Egypt and then in Midian (Acts 7); years the Israelites spent in
the wilderness; Moses’ days on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:18; Deut. 9:18); days the spies were
in Canaan (Num. 13:25); Elijah’s days journeying to Horeb (1 Kings 19:8); Nineveh'’s
days to repent (Jonah 3:4); the years of rule of many judges and kings of Israel.

5. Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, the Midianite priest (fitting the pattern of the
faithful outsider contrasted with the unfaithful Israelites; see also Rahab, Caleb, etc.).

6. Tamar, who masqueraded as a prostitute and slept with her father-in-law
(Gen. 38); Rahab, a Canaanite prostitute (Josh. 2, 6); Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 2-3);
and Bathsheba, wife of Uriah, who was murdered by David (2 Sam. 11).

7. Elijah’s care for the widow in Zarephath (instead of the widows of Israel),
and Elisha’s healing of Naaman the Syrian (instead of the lepers of Israel).
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{ THEOLOGY }

~ A Family
+ Affair

What would the church look
like if it put we before me?
By Joseph H. Hellerman

PIRITUAL FORMATION occurs primarily in the context of commu-
nity. Persons who remain connected with their brothers and sisters
in the local church almost invariably grow in self-understanding. And
they mature in their ability to relate in healthy ways to God and to
fellow human beings. This is especially the case for those courageous
Christians who stick it out through the messy process of interpersonal
conflict. Long-term relationships are the crucible of genuine progress
in the Christian life. People who stay grow.

People who leave do not grow. We all know persons consumed with
spiritual wanderlust. We never get to know them well because they
cannot seem to stay put. They move from church to church, avoiding

conflict or ever searching for a congregation that will better satisfy

their felt needs. Like trees repeatedly transplanted from soil to soil, these

spiritual nomads fail to put down roots, and they seldom experience lasting, fruitful growth
in their Christian lives.

Despite what we know about spiritual growth, nearly all churches in America are character-
ized by an unwillingness of members to commit themselves deeply to their respective church.
For some, it means church hopping; for most, it means keeping the church at arm’s length—
that is, living as if the individual’s life is primary and that of the church is secondary.

Social scientists have intensively studied the particularly pervasive loss of social capital
and lack of genuine community that characterize life in America and its churches. They

JONATHAN BARTLETT

have concluded that we are a radically individualistic society, oriented toward personal
fulfillment in ways profoundly more “me-centered” than any other culture or people-group

in world history. It is our individualism—our insistence that the rights and satisfaction of the

individual must take priority over any group to which one belongs—that has seriously com-

promised our ability to stay in relationship and grow with one another as God intends.
As George Barnanoted over a decade ago, American Christians are now quite convinced
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that “spiritual enlightenment comes from
diligence in a discovery process, rather than
commitment to a faith group and perspec-
tive.” The faith is all about me—about God’s
wonderful plan for me, about my spiritual
gifts, about how God can meet my needs
and save my marriage. Culture has hijacked
Christ. We have recast the wondrous God of
salvation history in the role of a divine thera-
pist who aids the individual Christian in his
or her personal quest for spiritual fulfillment
and self-discovery.

With such meager commitment to the
church, it’s little wonder that spiritual life
in North America is so stunted.

GROUP COMES FIRST

The early Christians had a markedly differ-
ent perspective. Jesus’ early followers were
convinced that the group comes first—that I
as an individual will become all God wants
me to be only when I begin to view my goals,
desires, and relational needs as secondary to
what God is doing through his people, the
local church. The group, not the individual,
took priority in a believer’s life in the early
church. And this perspective (social scien-
tists refer to it as “strong group”) was hardly
unique to Christianity. Strong-group values
defined the broader social landscape of the
ancient world and characterized the lives of
Jews, Christians, and pagans alike. Note the
second-century historian Josephus’s perspec-
tive on activities at the Jerusalem Temple:

At these sacrifices, prayers for the
welfare of the community must take
precedence over those for ourselves;
for we are born for fellowship, and he
who sets its claims above his private in-
terests is specially acceptable to God.

Note also Cyprian, bishop of Carthage
(circa a.p. 250), and his commentary on the
prayer Jesus taught his disciples:

Before all things, the Teacher of peace
and Master of unity did not wish
prayer to be offered individually and
privately as one would pray only for
himself when he prays. We do not say:
“My Father, who art in heaven,” nor
“Give me this day my bread,” nor does
each one ask that only his debt be for-
given him and that he be led not into
temptation and that he be delivered
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A FAMILY AFFAIR

from evil for himself alone. Our prayer
is public and common, and when we
pray, we pray not for one but for the
whole people, because we, the whole
people, are one.

“We, the whole people, are one”—Cypri-
an’s strong-group sensibilities could hardly
be more pronounced.

Early Christian communities, moreover,
represented a specific kind of strong-group
entity. Historians have struggled for genera-
tions to situate early Christianity in its social
world. Were churches like Jewish synagogues
or Greco-Roman voluntary associations or
what? As it turns out, the social model that
best accounts for the relational expectations
reflected in our New Testament epistles is the

Commitmenttoa
familial church must
remain a decision
that is made by each
member, not one
imposed from above.

Mediterranean family. Most of us are familiar
with the surrogate kinship language (brother,
sister, Father, child, inheritance) that perme-
ates the New Testament. Family remained
the dominant metaphor for Christian social
organization in the writings of the church
fathers, as well.

To illustrate a key difference between
ancient and modern family systems, let us
think about a popular film from a decade or
so ago, the blockbuster Titanic.

Rose is a high-society girl engaged to be
married to an arrogant, distasteful fellow for
whom she feels no affection. In amemorable
scene, Rose’s mother reminds her that the
arranged marriage is in the best interest of
her family. It seems that Rose’s father died
after squandering his fortune, so for Rose’s
mother and her family, the impending mar-
riage represents the only hope of maintain-
ing their wealth and preserving their social
status. Rose has been set up with a man she
detests in order to guarantee an honorable
future for the group, her extended family.

But then one evening Rose meets a street
kid named Jack on the deck of the ship, and the
encounter ignites a romantic fling that serves
as the film’s main storyline. Rose loves Jack.

But she is engaged to a highly unappealing
man whom she is obligated to marry for the
sake of her family. Whom will Rose choose?

Jack, of course. If Rose had chosen
otherwise, the film simply would not have
worked for the tens of millions of North
American viewers who followed the tragic
tale. We are quite unmoved by the potential
social dilemma confronting Rose’s extended
family. Our sympathies lie, rather, with the
heroine’s personal satisfaction. As I watched
Titanic, I could almost hear the thoughts of
the audience: Forget your family’s fortune,
Rose! Ignore your mother’s wishes! Dump the
rich jerk! Follow your heart! Go after Jack!

If Titanic were shown in first-century
Israel, the audience would be utterly appalled
that Rose would even consider sacrificing the
good of her extended family for her relational
satisfaction. They would find Rose’s fling
with Jack risky and foolish. First-century
Jews and Christians alike would expect Rose
to marry the rich fellow, if such an arrange-
ment could somehow preserve the honor and
social status of her extended family.

TAKING CARE OF THE FAMILY

Stories of the ancient church living out its
family values appear throughout early Chris-
tian literature. For example, sometime around
A.D. 250, a marvelous thing happened in a
small church in the rural town of Thena, just
outside the Roman metropolis of Carthage in
North Africa: An actor converted to Christ.
We do not know his name, but let’s refer to
him as Marcus. Marcus’s conversion created
a stir in the church in Thena.

Theater performances in antiquity were
typically dedicated to a pagan god or god-
dess, and the plays often ran as part of larger
public religious festivals. Scenes portraying
blatant immorality were commonplace. All
this proved rather troubling to the early
church. Christian leaders, such as Tertul-
lian, spoke out in opposition to the idea of
believers going to the theater:

Why is it right to look on what it is dis-
graceful to do? How is it that the things
which defile a man in going out of his
mouth, are not regarded as doing so
when they go in at his eyes and ears—
when eyes and ears are the immediate
attendants of the spirit? You have the
theater forbidden, then, in the forbid-
ding of immodesty.



Thus, when an actor converted to Christ
in third-century Carthage, the church
demanded that he quit his profession.

Marcus did just that. Our new convert
now faced an economic dilemma, however,
since he was no longer gainfully employed.
So, instead of acting, Marcus opened an
acting school. This apparently created quite
astiramong Marcus’s fellow Christians, and
the surviving letters exchanged by his pastor
and the church’s bishop paint a portrait of
the church truly living out its strong-group
family values.

Marcus’s pastor, Eucratius, naturally won-
dered how it could be acceptable for Marcus to
teach others what he himself was forbidden to
do. Yet Marcus had already made a tremendous
sacrifice to follow Jesus. So Eucratius wrote
to his spiritual mentor, Cyprian of Carthage,
to ask “whether such a man ought to remain
in communion with us.”

Cyprian’s reaction to Marcus was
unequivocal:

It is not in keeping with the reverence
due to the majesty of God and with the
observance of the gospel teachings for
the honor and respect of the church to
be polluted by contamination at once
so degraded and so scandalous.

No compromise. No drama teaching.
Marcus must either leave the church or quit
his job—again.

Marcus’s story has the “strong-group”
aspect of the strong-group, surrogate family
written all over it. It is Cyprian’s conviction
that “the honor and respect of the church”
must take priority over Marcus and his acting
academy. Marcus, on his part, finds himself
answering to the church for his whole voca-
tional and financial future.

Cyprian’s handling of Marcus’s dilemma
grates harshly against modern social sensi-
bilities, since we tend to prioritize the needs
and goals of the individual over the viability
of any group to which he or she belongs. But
for all of his hard-nosed strong-group convic-
tions, Cyprian is not unaware of the suffer-
ing Marcus will face. As Cyprian’s comments
clearly demonstrate, the intense emphasis
on personal holiness that characterized the
North African church had a beautiful com-
plement: a genuine concern for those whose
livelihoods might be adversely affected by
assenting to the church’s demanding moral

standards. In short, Cyprian tells Pastor
Eucratius that the church should provide
for Marcus’s material needs:

His needs can be alleviated along with
those of others who are supported
by the provisions of the church. . . .
Accordingly, you should do your ut-
most to call him away from this de-
praved and shameful profession to the
way of innocence and to the hope of his
true life; let him be satisfied with the
nourishment provided by the church,
more sparing to be sure but salutary.

And if this is not enough, Cyprian con-
cludes by telling Eucratius that Cyprian’s
church will foot the bill if the rural church
in Thena lacks the resources to meet Mar-
cus’s basic needs:

But if your church is unable to meet
the cost of maintaining those in need,
he can transfer himself to us and re-
ceive here what is necessary for him
in the way of food and clothing.

Cyprian made sure that the church
would serve as the economic safety net for
any brother or sister whose finances were
adversely affected by their willingness to
follow Jesus. Why? Because the church was a
family, and this is what families in the ancient
world did.

The conviction that church members should
meet one another’s material needs is, of course,
central to the New Testament understanding
of church family life: “How does God’s love
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees abrother or sister in need and yet refuses
help?” (1 John 3:17, Nrsv).

ANCIENT-FUTURE COMMUNITY
Can we recapture in our churches the biblical
vision for authentic Christian community as
reflected in the strong-group, surrogate family
model that characterized the early church? I
believe we can, with careful reflection and
culturally sensitive contextualization.
First, I am advocating a markedly rela-
tional approach to Christian community, not
the institutional model that most associate
with the word church. I suspect, in fact, that
our aversion as Westerners to the idea of a
strong-group church finds its origins in the

[ continued on 46 ]

May 2010 CHRISTIANITY TODAY 45

LOOKING FOR A
LIFE-CHANGING
EXPERIENCE?

The Navigators, a non-
profit, non-denominational
ministry headquartered

in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, is seeking a
Chief Development Officer.
For more than 75 years

The Navigators has helped
people navigate spiritually,
seeking “to know Christ
and to make Him known.”
The Navigators emphasizes
life-on-life discipleship and
the nurturing of believers in
caring communities.

The Chief Development
Officer will work closely
with other Navigator
leaders to create and
implement a comprehensive
development strategy. A key
component of this role is
deep, personal ministry with
major donors.

For more information, go to
www.navigators.org/jobs
and click on
“Chief Development Officer.”
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The new and improved BuildingChurchLeaders.com provides
the tools to grow your people and develop equipped,
effective, and energized church leaders.

. BuildingChurchLeaders.com’s online
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) g leader training and support
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it's not what we want.

We make plans for a life-changing trip, but after the trip
we realize things are back to normal.

So how do we turn a short-term trip into lasting change?

Round Trip is a 5-session documentary DVD and curriculum
to prepare your team for an effective, life-changing trip.
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A Family Affair [ from 45]

institutional nature of our own church expe-
riences. For the early Christians, belonging to
alocal church was a commitment to a group
of people, not to a highly programmed insti-
tution driven by corporate management and
numerical growth. First and foremost, then,
we must return to the concept and practice
of church as a relational entity.

As inspiring as it is, moreover, the North
African scenario above will likely prove
exceptional in one important sense. Most
of us do not belong to church communities
where decisions are handed down through
the channels of formal church leadership.
Rather, the benefits of a strong-group, familial
church will accrue informally, in the course of
daily life, as we work through conflict, share
victories, and endure heartaches together in
those relationships that inevitably develop
and bear fruit among Christians who deter-
mine to stick it out together.

Second, then, commitment to such a
group must remain a decision belonging to
each member, not one imposed from above.
And it will be a decision that will need to be
renewed on an almost daily basis. Our friend
Marcus had little choice in the matter. He
could either assent to the church’s demands
orlose his place in the community. We have
other options. We can simply leave one
church to attend another across town. We
must choose, instead, to stay. For people who
stay grow. And people who stay help others
to grow as well. But we had better prepare
ourselves at the outset to make the choice to
stay, again and again, in the face of cultural
pressures—pressures often reinforced by the
raging whirlpool of our own emotions that
are screaming for us to do otherwise.

There are many other cultural specifics
to consider—for example, how to create a
strong-group church without turning into a
cult, and how to convince strongly individu-
alistic North Americans to make the group a
priority. To be sure, the cultural challenges
are great. But if we are really serious about
spiritual formation, we must become really
serious about creating churches that act like
real families. L

Joseph H. Hellerman is professor of New
Testament at Talbot School of Theology in La
Mirada, California. He is the author of When the
Church Was a Family: Recapturing Jesus’ Vision for
Authentic Christian Community (B&H Academic).
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Mind Matters

Darren Marks’s cover essay [“The Mind
Under Grace,” March] deserves to be
carefully read and absorbed. As doctrine
forms us into fruitful disciples, we are
better able to pass through stormy
waters, even when God appears to

have forsaken us. Those whose faith is
propped up by feelings will likely lose
that faith when life isn’t so rosy.

TREVOR MICHAEL
E-mail

After giving his essay some thought, |
believe Marks has the correct treatment
but ultimately the wrong diagnosis. The
problem with postmoderns is not that we
seek a personal, subjective experience
over against a universal theology. Rather,
we seek a corrupted universal theology
to use to justify our subjective hopes and
desires. This dynamic would explain why
so many are drawn to the health and
wealth gospel, even though its promises
may be completely outside their personal
experience.

In the end, though, the problem is still
solved by a cross-centered theology that
expounds the depravity of man and the
necessity of grace in each believer’s life. If
this analysis is correct, perhaps the theo-
logian of our age is not Schleiermacher
but Pelagius.

ERIK TOLLEFSON
St. Paul, Minnesota

even when God appears

Trevor Michael
E-mail

I’'m deeply grateful for J. I. Packer and
Gary Parrett’s direction on teaching
doctrine [“The Lost Art of Catechesis,”
March]. Many churches confuse disciple-
making with service, and thus fail to

see that true discipleship is founded on
learning and results in application. The
decline of Western evangelicalism speaks
to a failure to ground congregants in

the historic faith, seeking “deeds over
creeds” and overbroad attempts at ecu-
menism. Packer and Parrett’s work gives
hope that some churches will return to
making disciples as Jesus commanded.

WES WETHERELL
Glen Ellyn, Illinois

As a faithful Christianity Today reader for
years, | have sometimes worried about
the decision to feature articles on new
spirituality and spiritual formation. But
the March 2010 issue put everything

in perspective. The cover package on
doctrine, as well as the review of Brian
McLaren’s latest book, were cogent, con-
vincing, and balanced the ship. Thanks
for a magnificent issue, all 96 pages of it.

HERBERT DOUGLASS
Lincoln, California

How Jesus Viewed Sin
I was thrilled to see Gary Anderson’s
history of sin engaged and brought to
the readers of ¢t [“The Evolution of Sin,”
March]. But Jesus’ view of sin was not

ISSUES FACING
THE CHURCH

As doctrine forms us into fruitful disciples,
we are better able to pass through stormy waters,

to have forsaken us.
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Grace
Darren Marks

19%
Box Office
Pantheism

CT Editors

15%

The Village Green,
Immigration
Samuel Rodriguez,
James K. Hoffmeier,
and David Skeel

A OR NA
Readers’ response
to “The Mind
Under Grace”

downloaded to him directly from the Old
Testament or simply known by virtue of
his divine nature. It was shaped for him
in his Second Temple environment. What
Jesus thought about the Old Testament,
even something as important as the sin
he came to deal with, was an expression
of his cultural moment. This is certainly
an implication of the Incarnation, but not
one that normally sits well with evangeli-
cal Christology.

PETER ENNS
Senior Fellow, BioLogos Foundation
San Diego, California

What McLaren Wants
Scot McKnight's review of A New Kind of
Christianity [“Rebuilding the Faith from
Scratch,” March] does a tremendous job
of making Scot’s views clear. Regarding
my own views, | think Scot gets off on

the wrong foot in the first sentence. He
asserts that I've grown tired of evangeli-
calism. In fact, | am deeply grateful for my
evangelical heritage, and | know God is
doing wonderful things in evangelicalism.
He’s right—I’m not so thrilled about some
facets of some sectors of it. But neither is
Scot, and neither are the editors of cT, and
neither are most evangelicals.

The term evangelicalism never
appears in the book, and the term
evangelical occurs about 20 times in the
some 80,000 words of the book. Most
of the references are positive or neutral.

May 2010 | CHRISTIANITY TODAY 47




My hopes for the future certainly include
evangelicals, but they also include
Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox,
Radical Reformation folk, and yes, even
those liberal mainline Protestants.

There are substantial areas of
disagreement (and agreement) that
Scot fairly articulates; it’s unfortunate
that his misinterpretation of my attitude
toward evangelicalism frames the whole
review. | didn’t invent the ten questions
addressed in my book. These questions
are being raised by thousands of people
worldwide, including evangelicals,
who can’t in good faith be satisfied
with the standard answers given to
them. Whether I’'m counted outside the
evangelical fold or not, the questions are
here to stay. | hope that we can face the
questions without fearing them, and that
we can do so in fellowship.

BRIAN MCLAREN
Laurel, Maryland

If McKnight describes McLaren’s new
book accurately, then McLaren has finally
confirmed what many of us have sus-
pected for some time. I’'m on board with
a “generous orthodoxy” that includes
many conversation partners figuring out
how to best express what’s been said for
2,000 years. | cannot support an agenda

that arrogantly presumes we can read
Jesus and Paul better than those who
knew them.

Respect the great men and women
of the faith enough to not presume to fix
them, Brian. We want your voice in the
conversation, but as one voice in a long
conversation.

JEREMIAH GIBBS
Bloomington, Indiana

Weighing Plastic
Surgery
Mollie Ziegler Hemingway’s ambivalence
about cosmetic surgery [“Is Cosmetic
Surgery Immoral?” March] is obvious;
she “frown[s] on cosmetic surgery”
yet sees “some cosmetic surgery as a
beautiful gift from God.” She correctly
notes that the issue is morally complex.
When our son was electrocuted and had
his mouth surgically repaired, Christian
friends saw this as restoration. When |
lost 70 pounds and investigated a tummy
tuck to restore a “normal” body, my
motives were considered suspect.
Thousands of Christians seek cos-
metic procedures for God-honoring rea-
sons. The judgment they endure might
also be symptomatic of our cultural rot.

SHELLY BEACH
Sparta, Michigan

I SAID, LET
ME HEAR YOU
SING SOMETHING.

?

ool FRANK, Rer

SIMON COWELL ON JUDGMENT DAY.
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HEALTH CARE

CRUNCH
Do you support the
health care bill that
President Obama
signed into law?

| support most of it.

I support some of it.

I don’t support it.

I’m ambivalent.

compiled by Laura Leonard

WORTH

REPEATING

Things overheard at cT online.

“They want a Savior
who forgives their sins,
but they don’t want
arisen Lord who tells
them how to live.”

Ruth Gervat, on why some Christians
ignore the Resurrection in their daily lives.

Theology in the News: “The Resurrection Changes
Everything,” by Collin Hansen

“John wasn’t called a
blastula or a zygote
or a fetus or a blob of
cells, but a baby.”

John Hale, on Luke 1:41’s statement that
John the Baptist leapt in his mother’s womb,
and what the Annunciation means for
pro-life Protestants.

“More Important Than Christmas?” by Ted Olsen

“What scares me is that
many Christians spend
more time listening
to paid commentators
than reading God’s
Word.”

Adrianne Butler, on responses to Glenn
Beck’s call for his listeners to leave churches
that promote social justice.

“Glenn Beck: ‘Leave Your Church,”” by Tobin Grant

“‘Why don’t you just
adopt?’ ranks high,
along with ‘you just
need to pray more’
and ‘you just need
more faith,’ on the list
Things Christians Say
That Just Don’t Help.”

Andrew, on how some Christians respond
to infertile couples.

Women’s Blog: “‘Why Don'’t You Just Adopt?’” by
Ellen Painter Dollar

“] hope they will pres-
ent the story as it was
written—no adding
romance where there
wasn’t any, and letting
Narnia be: mysterious,
magical, and inviting.”
Agatha Villa, on the film The Voyage of the
Dawn Treader, set to debut December 2010.

News: “Will ‘The Dawn Treader’ Float?” by Mark
Moring

KEVIN FRANK
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WHERE WE STAND

CT’S VIEWS ON KEY ISSUES

The End of Religious Freedom?

The nightmare scenarios could very well unfold, but they are not the last word.

HE U.S. SUPREME COURT hasn’t

taken on many significant religion

cases lately. Perhaps the justices

were resting up for what could

be one of the biggest rulings yet:

Christian Legal Society v. Martinez, which

went before the court April 19, is in some eyes

the title fight between anti-discrimination

laws and religious identity. It’s a case that
both sides have long been waiting for.

Atissue is an anti-discrimination rule at
Hastings College of the Law (part of the Uni-
versity of California). Hastings says the rule
means that the Christian Legal Society’s (cLs)
on-campus chapter cannot make its leaders
sign a statement of faith and abstain from
“unrepentant participation in or advocacy
of a sexually immoral lifestyle.” The school
said student group leadership positions must
be open to all students—even to those who
would seek such positions precisely in order
to destroy the purpose of the group.

If cLsloses the case, in time it would mean
that “religious and other groups that adhere
to traditional moral views could be driven
from the public square in the name of enforc-
ing nondiscrimination,” cts told the court.

A loss could “effectively remove evan-
gelical organizations from state college and
university campuses throughout the United
States,” according to a friend-of-the-court
brief filed by the National Association of
Evangelicals and other evangelical groups.

Even more than that, “Itis not hyperbole
to argue that... this case ultimately threatens
the future of public education as we know
it,” said a friend-of-the-court brief from the
Rutherford Institute. Hastings is subject-
ing the freedom of association on campus
“to state censorship grounded in political
ideology,” the organization said.

The American Civil Liberties Union, on
the other hand, argued that a cLs win would
“considerably weaken our civil rights protec-
tions” and set civil rights law back to the days
of state-funded racism.

Other friend-of-the-court briefs ref-
erenced a related debate that’s even more
core to the debate on anti-discrimination
laws and religious identity: hiring at faith-
based institutions.

“If this court determines that crs does
not have any constitutional right to religious
association in the context of this case, then
there will be little constitutional protection
for religious employers, particularly if they
receive any kind of government benefit,
use government buildings
such as schools and con-
vention centers, and/or
participate in government-
funded programs,” said a
brief from World Vision,
Compassion International,
Prison Fellowship, Samar-
itan’s Purse, the Council
for Christian Colleges and Universities, and
others. “[H]ow this court characterizes the
religious associational policies and rights of
religious organizations . . . will likely estab-
lish the framework for future deliberations
within all branches of government on ques-
tions of religious hiring.”

The cLs v. Martinez decision will be
widely cited, no matter the outcome. But as
crs made clear in its own briefs, it’s very much
aseparate battle. (The cLs case is mostly about
speech at a university forum, and money is
not central.) If cLs loses, it is far from a fore-
gone conclusion that religious groups that
partner with the government will lose their
ability to consider faith commitments when
hiring. And it’s a far journey from that step
to the much-discussed scenario of protest-
ers joining organizations en masse to nul-
lify the groups’ religious identity or ethical
commitments.

Defenders of religious identity safeguards
are not scaremongers. The scenarios they
propose are actually quite likely if govern-
ment entities like Hastings or the Supreme
Court treat biblical principles as invidious
discrimination and then shun organizations
with faith commitments.

Butnone of these scenarios represent the
end of the story. In our 2,000 years of his-
tory, this would not be the first time Christian
behavior has been treated as bigotry. We have
seen states take control of
religious organizations and
churches. And we have seen
restrictions on assembly,
speech, and free exercise of
religion lead to human suf-
fering. We have also been
reminded time and again of
God’s sovereign rule.

Hastings’s lawyers say cLs attendance has
actually doubled since it was denied recogni-
tion as a campus organization. All’s well that
ends well? No: justice and legal precedent
should prompt a ruling for cvs regardless.

cLs says, to the contrary, that “non-recog-
nition has nearly destroyed the cLs chapter.”
The light of the gospel that cLs proclaims is in
no danger of being extinguished. Some evan-
gelical organizations will meet off campus if
they have to—in the catacombs, if it comes
to that.

Meanwhile, we will work for justice in
the courts, and pray for a day when those
who conspire to infiltrate Christian orga-
nizations would find the Leader whom our
leadership requirements point to, and enter
into the relationship that our sexual stan-
dards model. Ours is a God whose stories
end in redemption and reconciliation, not
nightmare scenarios. (1)
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THE

Leading Christians
on pressing questions.

VILLAGE
GREEN

How can the intelligent
design movement gain
academic credibility?

FIND A FERTILE IDEA

Leaders of the intelligent design (i) movement—William Dembski,
Stephen C. Meyer, Michael Behe, Paul Nelson, Jonathan Wells—write
mainly for popular audiences and have a negligible presence—as
theorists—in scientific literature.

To get credibility in the academy, these theorists need to engage
the academy by publishing in its journals and attending its meetings.
But first they need a fertile idea—one that generates new scientific
knowledge.

’s central thesis—that biological systems show scientific evidence
of intelligent design—has not developed to the point where it can make
specific predictions that lead to new knowledge. At the end of the 18th
century, William Paley wrote about how the intricate mechanics of
a watch provide evidence of a designer. Two centuries later, Behe is
making the same argument about the flagellum of the bacterium.

If ip proponents want to update Paley’s argu-
ments for the 21st century, they need to
show how their version is more fertile.
Paley-era biologists—many of them
| Christians—did not abandon Paley
| because his design arguments were
refuted; they weren’t. They moved
on because his ideas were sterile.

Good scientific ideas, like atomic
L theory, gravity, quarks, and genetics,
[ || arerich. Such ideas are like bags of
¥/ popcorninthe microwave, explod-
ing with new insights into nature.
Two decades ago, Phillip John-
son launched the 1o movement

with Darwin on Trial. He

galvanized the search for

a study of biology with-
out evolution. Ambitious
agendas were developed.
Promises were made in those
=7 early days that > would produce
new scientific knowledge.
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It hasn’t. i0’s ideas are no better developed now than they were
in the 1990s. And many of the ideas—like the irreducible complex-
ity of the blood-clotting cascade and the bacterial flagellum—have
grown measurably weaker as research has successfully “reduced”
the complexity. Little progress has been made on even articulating a
definition of design, and different o theorists look for the definition
of design in different places.

0’s own thinkers disagree about such basic questions as common
ancestry and the age of the earth. A paradigm so vaguely articulated
and inconsistently embraced by its own adherents will not win over
a skeptical scientific community.

Iwould love to see v redirect its energies to developing a genu-
inely fertile idea. Stop trying to prove that Darwin caused the Holo-
caust or that evolution is ruining Western civilization. Agree among
yourselves that the earth is old, since science has proven that. Do not
call world-class scientists “cranks,” as Meyer implies in Signature
in the Cell. Do not claim that evolution is collapsing, when everyone
in the field knows it isn’t. Stop claiming that you cannot get your
work published in conventional journals when you aren’t submitting
papers to these journals.

Instead, roll up your sleeves and get to work on the big idea.
Develop it to the point where it starts spinning off new insights into
nature so that we know more because of your work. Then the academy
will welcome you with open arms. Science loves rebels.

REDEFINE THE QUESTION

Asking what advocates of intelligent design must do to gain credibility
in the academy is a bit like asking a man when he stopped beating
his wife. Such a question makes a prejudicial assumption.

When queried about his history of spousal abuse, an innocent man
should say, “I don’t concede the premise of your question.” Similarly,
I would suggest that behind the Village Green question lurk some
false assumptions. Indeed, the question seems to presuppose three
things: the scientific community is uniformly opposed to the theory of
intelligent design; the theory needs majority support in the academy
to be credible; and there is good reason—such as lack of supporting
evidence—for hostility toward the theory within academia.

First, the scientific community is not uniformly opposed to .




| My recent book on the subject received
enthusiastic endorsements from many
scientists not previously known as advo-
cates of v, such as chemist Philip Skell,
a National Academy of Sciences member,
and Norman Nevin, one of Britain’s top
geneticists. Further, many longstanding
advocates of intelligent design are themselves
science professors at mainstream universities
and, therefore, already part of the acad-
M. emy. Second, as the recent scandal
A surrounding global warming sug-
gests, the “consensus” of scientists
can often be wrong. What matters is
not consensus but evidence. And the
evidence for b is strong. In Signature
in the Cell, for example, I show how the information that runs the
show in cells points decisively to intelligent design.

DNa stores instructions for life functions in the form of a four-
character digital code. Based on our experience, we know that systems
possessing such information invariably arise from minds, not mate-
rial processes. We know that software comes from programmers.
We know that information—whether inscribed in hieroglyphics,
written in a book, or encoded in a radio signal—always comes from
anintelligent source. So the discovery of a digital code in pna provides
compelling evidence of a prior designing intelligence.

Third, those who reject o within the scientific community do so
notbecause they have a better explanation of the relevant evidence,
butbecause they affirm a definition of science that requires them to
reject explanations involving intelligence—whatever the evidence
shows. Imagine an archaeologist confronted with the inscriptions on
the Rosetta stone, yet forced by some arbitrary convention to ignore
the evidence for intelligent activity in the information those inscrip-

ILLUSTRATIONS: TIM BARON

tions contain. That is similar to the response of many evolutionary
biologists who reflexively reject the theory of intelligent design as
unscientific by definition, despite the evidence of intelligent activity
in the information encoded in pna.

Thus, to keep building a scientific research community, we
advocates must expose the prejudicial rules of reasoning that pre-
clude consideration of our theory, and keep explaining m’s strong
foundation in evidence. We must also address our arguments to open-
minded younger scientists and show how 10 opens up many important
research questions that Darwinian thought has long suppressed.

ACCEPT A LIMITED ROLE

Marcus ROSS is a professor of geology at Liberty
University and assistant director of Liberty’s Center for
Creation Studies.

One of ’s strengths is its philosophical minimalism: the search
for patterns in nature that are best explained by intelligent agency
rather than by undirected forces.

This big-tent approach allows a broad range of perspectives—

young-earth creationists, old-earth creationists, some theistic evolu-
tionists, as well as design-friendly non-Christian scientists—to work
together under the 1 banner. That diversity allows  folks to test
ideas among supporters and friendly critics before bringing them to
more hostile academic audiences.

But the minimalistic stance of 0 is also a weakness that, I believe,
renders it unable to fully compete in the academy. While m propo-
nents have made progress in advancing design-detection methods,
and have been modestly successful in applying them to real biological
systems, the problem is that v offers no historical narrative.

It is one thing to argue that an object or organism is designed.
But then comes the question of how and when the design was
implemented (and also by whom). Because m is minimalistic, a
number of options are available. Was the design implemented over
amultibillion-year history of Earth, or in six rotational days several
thousand years ago? Was it worked out through a genetic unfolding
of a single information-rich cell, or through designed interventions
within evolutionary lineages, or by separate, ex nihilo creations? Vari-
ous 1 proponents offer different answers, but none speaks for
itself, because if one perspective were widely accepted, the other
members would be forced to leave the tent.

Consider a brief sketch of naturalistic evolution, the dominant
perspective in the academy and one that includes a set of postulates
about historical events. These postulates say life originated from
nonliving chemical interactions, life forms developed and evolved in
unbroken ancestor-descendant lineages, and only unguided processes,
such as mutation, natural selection, and others, are responsible.

0, as defined, is a statement about mechanism. It addresses
only the last of naturalistic evolution’s postulates; the first two
are untouched. So v is not a full-fledged contender here. In con-
trast, each of the various perspectives included under v’s big tent
makes historical claims. Young-earth creation-
ists believe that creation happened insix ~ :
rotational days, and that the geological ~
record is largely a product of Noah’s
Flood; old-earth creationists positex ;%
nihilo creative events during a multi-
billion-year history; and so on.

Each of these perspectives is
a comprehensive program that
offers a full history of Earth
and its inhabitants. Only such a
comprehensive program, which
synthesizes both the present and
historical worlds, may compete
with naturalistic evolution. So
while o research will con-
tinue and, I hope, succeed
in developing workable
design-detection methods,
its academic credibility will be
limited by its very nature: o is
not a comprehensive theory of
Earth and the history of life. &

A
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THROWING INKWELLS

MOLLIE ZIEGLER HEMINGWAY

Same Sex, Different Marriage

AME-SEX MARRIAGE advocates
frequently ask, “How would gay
marriage affect your marriage?”
The question is posed rhetori-

cally, as if marriage is a private
institution with no social consequences.

But The New York Times, of all papers,
argues that gay unions could significantly alter
marriage norms. A new study of gay couples
in San Francisco shows that half are “open,”
meaning that partners consent to each other
having sex with other people. The Times
says that the prevalence of such relation-
ships could “rewrite the traditional rules
of matrimony” by showing straight couples
that monogamy need notbe a “central fea-
ture” of marriage and that sexually open
relationships might “point the way for the
survival of the institution.”

In the gay community, open relation-
ships are neither news nor controversial.
Many of my partnered, gay male friends are
in open relationships, some of which have
lasted for decades. But the Times reporter,
Scott James, who is himself gay, notes that
nobody in an open relationship agreed to give
their full name for the story, worrying that
“discussing the subject could undermine the
legal fight for same-sex marriage.”

Indeed, some gay activists were upset
with the Times. Gay political commenta-
tor Andrew Sullivan derided the piece and
pointed to several critiques of the study.
However, Sullivan himself has made the
same argument, saying that gay male unions
could “help strengthen and inform” tradi-
tional marriages.

“Among gay male relationships, the open-
ness of the contract makes it more likely to sur-
vive than many heterosexual bonds.... There
is more likely to be a greater understanding of
the need for extramarital outlets between two
men than between a man and a woman,” he
wrote in his book Virtually Normal.

Other same-sex marriage advocates say a
legal change would transform the institution.
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New York University professor Judith
Stacey, testifying before Congress against
the Defense of Marriage Act, said changing
the law to allow same-sex partners to marry
would help “supplant the destructive sanc-
tity of the family” and help it assume “varied,
creative, and adaptive contours,” including
“small group marriages.”

Activist Michelangelo Signorile wrote
that gays should “demand the right to marry
not as a way of adhering to society’s moral

codes but rather to debunk a myth and radi-
cally alter an archaic institution.”

To be sure, some advocates of same-sex
marriage hope that heterosexual marital
norms of monogamy and fidelity would be
transferred to same-sex unions. But since
these norms are based on the ideal that
marriage is the union of a man and woman
making a permanent and exclusive commit-
ment for the purpose of bearing and rear-
ing children, it would be irrational to expect
same-sex partners—whose sexual relations
bear no risk of procreation—to share the
same norms.

Whether or not marriage law should
change, the fact is that changing it to include
same-sex partnerships would teach people
that marriage is fundamentally about the
emotional union of adults and not primarily

about the bodily union of man and wife (let
alone the children who result from such a
union). The norms of permanence, monog-
amy, and fidelity would make less sense
under such a change.

Consider changes in divorce laws. The
spread of no-fault divorce in the 1970s didn’t
just make it easier for men and women to get
out of troubled marriages. It also changed
people’s ideas about the permanence of the
institution and the responsibility parents
have to their children.

It had other unintended consequences
as well. Studies showed that after divorce
laws were changed, spouses tended to
invest less in their marriages. Economists
found that spouses in states that had passed
no-fault divorce laws were 10 percent less
likely to put the spouse through college or
graduate school and 6 percent less likely
to have a child together.

Marriage rates fell and cohabitation
rates increased as men and women lost
confidence in the institution. Some 20 per-
cent of children are now born to cohabit-
ing couples, the majority of whom will see
their parents split up by the time they reach
adolescence.

Legal changes have consequences. But
no matter how marriage laws may change,
we can, paradoxically, find more freedom in
chastity—which calls for abstinence when
unmarried and sexual fidelity when mar-
ried—than in any form of open marriage.

As Catholic author Christopher West says,
“Chastity is first and foremost a great yes to
the true meaning of sex, to the goodness of
being created as male and female in the image
of God. Chastity isn’t repressive. It’s totally
liberating. It frees us from the tendency to
use others for selfish gratification and enables
us to love others as Christ loves us.” e
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PAST IMPERFECT

DAVID NEFF

Ardor and Order

PRIL 3 MARKED exactly 50

years since Episcopal priest

Dennis Bennett resigned from

his post as rector of St. Mark’s

Church in Van Nuys, California.

He knew that his glowing talk about bap-

tism in the Holy Spirit had provoked fear

and resentment among some members of

his congregation. He didn’t know that he

was about to become the central charac-

ter in a new movement—the charismatic

renewal of the mainline denominations. Soon,

Bennett and his message were the subjects of

stories in Newsweek and Time and the objects
of international attention.

In April 1960, I was a seventh grader in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, culturally and reli-
giously as distant from Southern California
Episcopalians as an American could be. But
by 1974, I had a newly minted M.Div. and
became pastor of a church near San Diego.
There I became friends with Frank Magu-
ire, an Episcopal priest who featured promi-
nently in Dennis Bennett’s autobiographical
Nine O’Clock in the Morning.

In 1959, Maguire had invited Bennett to
meet members of his parish who were expe-
riencing unusual spiritual phenomena. These
folk weren’t doing anything wild and crazy,
Maguire told Bennett. They just glowed “like
little light bulbs” and were “so loving and
ready to help whenever I asked them.” When
I met Maguire almost 15 years later, the char-
ismatics I metin his parish still weren’t wild
or crazy. And they still had the glow and the
love Maguire had told Bennett about.

I had been raised in a sectarian atmos-
phere, trained to distrust Christianity of any
stripe but my own. For me, what made the
charismatic renewal remarkable was the
ecumenical fellowship it created. American
Baptists and Roman Catholics in our commu-
nity were sharing Communion—even serving
Communion at each other’s churches—until
the Catholic bishop put a stop to it. Episcopa-
lians were worshiping with an intensity that

undercut all my prejudices against written
prayers and prescribed liturgies. Formerly
competing religious communities were sud-
denly open to common ministry and shared
worship. This was not the classic liberal ecu-
menism with its “Doctrine Divides, Service
Unites” motto. This ecumenism flowed from
recognizing that the Holy Spirit was animat-
ing and transforming others.

Some analysts say the mainline charis-
matic renewal fizzled. It is more accurate
to describe it the way Jesus pictured the
kingdom of God: like yeast that spreads

exoteric is whipping the esoteric. But what
of the tremendous spread of Pentecostal and
charismatic Christianity around the globe?
Johnson’s failure to mention it is puzzling.

Nevertheless, we should take to heart
Johnson’s point that the exoteric and the
esoteric need each other. It reminds me of
Charlie Hummel’s 1978 book, Fire in the Fire-
place. The metaphor speaks common sense:
fire outside the fireplace is dangerous; a fire-
place without fire is useless.

Thus, Johnson writes that “Christian mys-
ticism that finds no center in the Eucharist

through bread dough.
You can hardly identify
it as a movement any-
more, but it has changed
the way most churches
worship. Repetitive cho-
ruses and raised hands
are now common. Except
in pockets of hardcore resistance, the fact
that a fellow Christian may praise God in a
private prayer language hardly elevates an
eyebrow.

Pentecostalism and the charismatic
renewal have jointly given believers what
historian Chris Armstrong calls Pentecostal-
ism’s chief contribution to Christianity: an
awareness of “a deep well of living water from
which everythingelse flow([s] ... the personal,
relational presence of the living God.”

That tide of living water is precisely what
New Testament scholar Luke Timothy John-
son is worried might be receding. In arecent
Commonweal essay, Johnson lamented the
clash between the external, public dimension
of religion—doctrine, sacraments, church
structures (the “exoteric”’)—and the private
search for a personal relationship with God
(the “esoteric”). Johnson worries that the

or the Passion of Christ
drifts into a form of self-
grooming.” But it is like-
wise true that when the
exoteric fails to acknowl-
edge “the life of individ-
ual transformation,” it
becomes “a system of law”
and “an instrument of social control.” Worse,
without the transcendent, the exoteric can
produce a barren, this-worldly activism, as
happened, Johnson says, in both the social
gospel and liberation theology movements.

What does the faith have to offer when
extreme forms of the exoteric win and tran-
scendence is banished? Society-building
forms of Christianity and Islam “must com-
pete on an even plane with other worldly
ideologies [that] . . . can offer a better and
more humane society than that proposed by
areligion that...lacks any room for the spirit
that soars toward God.”

The 50th birthday of the charismatic
movement is a time to remember that the
form and content of the faith need not com-
pete with its transcendence. Christianity
offers the watching world its best when the
exoteric and the esoteric embrace. )
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As a Christian, you don't have to do things k

the way the rest of the world does them.
And that includes healthcare.

You see, Medi-Share members are
exempt from Washington's new mandate
to buy health insurance. Medi-Share isn't
insurance. It's a community of more than
36,000 Christians who follow the biblical

model of sharing and paying each other’s

According to the New Law,
Guess Who’s Not Required
to Buy Health Insurance?

medical expenses—much like the early
church did 2000 years ago. In fact,
Medi-Share members have saved and
shared more than $470,000,000 in medical
bills since 1993. And because we promote and support healthy biblical lifestyles, participation is affordable.

So if you're worried about the new healthcare bill, relax. Call or visit www.medi-share.org today.

And enjoy the freedom that comes from being part of the caring body of Christ.

Call 1-800-PSALM-23 (800-772-5623) or visit WWW.MEDI-SHARE.ORG.
Medi-Share is a Christian Health Care Sharing Ministry

and its participants are exempt from the mandates that require most

Americans to buy health insurance as defined in the legislation.

» 36,000 Christians who want to pay your medical bills
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Living God's

.'/\ ,‘

Oongoing Story

By Michael Horton

gainst the backdrop of the

recent economic crisis, N. T.

Wright, Anglican Bishop of

Durham, opens with a per-

suasive call to recover charac-

ter. Many Christians focus on “getting saved,”

but what about the rest of the Christian life?

Often we get stuck between two extremes:

an antinomian (“against law”) spontaneity,

and arule-focused legalism. Instead, argues

Wright in After You Believe: Why Christian

Character Matters (HarperOne) *xx *, we
need to develop virtuous character.

Atfirst, the author’s prescription sounds like

apopular version of Aristotle’s ethics: Virtue is

formed by self-consciously adopting new
habits, countless daily decisions, with the
goal of becoming a just person. Do the right
thing (which feels odd at first, not spontane-
ous) long enough, and it becomes
second nature. The main means of
attaining this virtue is “following
Jesus.”

By the second chapter, how-
ever, Wright begins to show
how the valid concerns of pagan
wisdom are taken up by the New
Testament writers (especially
Paul) and, in the process, are
transformed by the gospel. We do

not live toward the human-

centered goal of virtue formation for the
sake of happiness or even “human flour-
ishing,” but ultimately as priests and rulers
who anticipate the restoration of the whole
cosmos. “[W]e urgently need to recapture
the New Testament’s vision of a genuinely
‘good’ human life as a life of character formed
by God’s promised future, as a life with that
future-shaped character lived within the
ongoing story of God’s people, and, with that,
a freshly worked notion of virtue.” And “you
don’t get that character just by trying. You
get it by following Jesus.”

Wright points out the tendency of Chris-
tians to assume the wider culture’s romantic,
existential, and therapeutic view of the self.
Essentially Gnostic, this view assumes that
Jesus came to put us in touch with our inner
selves, the divine spark that just does what
comes naturally to it: “you have to be true to
yourself.” Moral action is therefore all about
being “authentic,” “spontaneous,” and “free,”
without any connection to habits, rituals,
external authorities, and, especially, rules. We
see this in the free-for-all approach to worship
today. “All of this life of worship is something
to be learned,” says Wright, and it has to be
learned together. It’s “a team sport.”

Crucial to character formation, Wright
argues, is mind renewal. Prizing “spontane-
ity,” the “low-grade romanticism” that many
Christians have adopted from the culture
has colluded “with an anti-intellectual streak
in our culture, generating the assumption
that the more spiritual you are, the less you

need to think.” In contrast to
both rule following and spon-
taneity, growing up into Christ
ishard work, not least of all hard
thinking.
There is
between Wright’s emphasis on
character formation by following
Jesus’ example and his later insis-
tence that “holding up Jesus as an
example of how to live a moral life

some tension
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seems rather like holding up Tiger Woods as
an example of how to hit a golfball.” In fact,
“Jesus as ‘moral example’ is a domesticated
Jesus, akind of religious mascot.. .. If all we
need is a good example, we can’t be in quite
such a bad state as some people (including
Jesus himself) have suggested.”

He continues: “He doesn’t go about
saying, “This is how it’s done; copy me.’ He
says, ‘God’s kingdom is coming; take up your
cross and follow me.”” We do encounter
Jesus’ humility and other virtues. “But these
are not ‘examples of how to do it.” They are
indications that a new way of being human
has been launched upon the world.”

RUFFLED BY THE REFORMATION

In spite of a few quibbles, I was impressed by
this book’s popular presentation of themes
that T have come to appreciate in Reformed
theology. The eschatological emphasis on
cosmic renewal (resurrection, not escape) as
the impetus for our lives here and now, the
emphasis on the church—in fact, just about
everything in After You Believe was a fresh
way of exploring many familiar truths.

Hence my surprise at the jarring, frequent

caricatures of the Reformation, even when the
author articulates long-standing emphases in
that tradition. As in his other works, indict-
ments of the Reformation rarely come with
footnotes. Wright seems to read the Reform-
ers through the distorted lens of liberal exis-
tentialists (Rudolf Bultmann and company)
or evangelical pietism. Oddly, he blames the
Reformation for the romantic, spontaneous,
and existentialist view of the Christian life.
In spite of the rich and varied discussions
of virtue by the Reformers, the Puritans, and
a host of Protestants since, Wright asserts,
“Basically, the whole idea of virtue has been
radically out of fashion in much of Western
Christianity ever since the sixteenth-century
Reformation.” Since we are justified through

MY TOP5 BOOKS

e

faith apart from works, “why bother with all
this morality? ... That, in fact, is more or less
what Martin Luther declared, thumbing his
nose at the long medieval tradition of virtue.”
A footnote to Shakespeare’s Hamlet is brought
in as a witness, but there is no footnote for
Luther’s alleged proposal.

Grace not only justifies but also renews
and transforms, Wright properly insists—
apparently unaware that Luther argued
precisely the same point, and repeatedly.
Undaunted, Wright repeats the charge as
ifithad been demonstrated with actual evi-
dence: “As we saw earlier, Martin Luther,
writing nearly five centuries ago, reckoned
that all ‘virtue’ was really ‘hypocrisy.”” And
this: “The normal Protestant objection to

g

A GUIDE TO PRAYER
FOR MINISTERS AND
OTHER SERVANTS

REUBEN JOB AND NORMAN
SHAWCHUCK (UPPER ROOM)

This is the book that first
showed me that prayer is
more than talking to God
whenever | want, about
whatever | want. In its
pages, | met the monks
and mystics and poets and
pilgrims who have con-
tinued to draw me into
the mystery of prayer.
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THE BOOK OF
COMMON PRAYER

The sheer poetry of this
version of the ancient
liturgies, psalms, and
prayers translated into

English remains, for me,

the standard for corporate
prayer in the Christian
tradition. The language
itself rises as incense; |
suspect the psalmist
would agree.

May 2010

THE RULE OF
SAINT BENEDICT

SAINT BENEDICT (VINTAGE)

This book taught me
that prayer is not an
attachment to a life lived
for God—it is the center
of a life lived with God.
Sometimes a single
preposition can make
all the difference.

THOUGHTS IN
SOLITUDE

THOMAS MERTON
(FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX)

“Father Louie,” as Merton
was known, is the one
who taught me what the
fruits of a life of prayer,
or at least one in pur-
suit of prayer, might turn
out to be. His is the first
book | downloaded to
my iPhone when | was
dragged across the bridge
to the 21st century.

THE BOOK OF HOURS
Prayers to a Lowly God

RAINER MARIA RILKE
(NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY PRESS)

Rilke is my favorite poet,
and his book of prayers
based on the monastic
hours opened me up to
the way ancient prayer,

prayed by the faithful for

centuries, might take root
in me, that I might finally
come to hear and say
the “prayer of God that
is rising in my heart.”



virtue, as we’ve seen, is that it’s just hypoc-
risy,” that “moral effort is a sign that you're
still on the wrong track. All you have to do
is to go with the flow of the Spirit!”

Yet the “let go and let God” view of sanc-
tification Wright challenges is the approach
that Reformed writers like J. I. Packer (Keep
in Step with the Spirit) identify as a more
Wesleyan-oriented, Keswick movement
emphasis. In any case, the view that Wright
attributes to the Reformation, and especially
to Luther, was actually excoriated by the
Reformers as antinomian “enthusiasm.” It’s
true enough that Lutheran views of sancti-
fication seem more passive than Reformed
approaches, but in addition to caricaturing
Luther’s positions, the criticisms lack any
nuance in distinguishing between Reforma-
tion traditions.

Wright says the goal of sanctification is
“to grow in looking away from oneself and
toward God on the one hand and one’s neigh-
bors on the other.” This is nearly a verbatim
formula from Luther. So is this one: “The
Christianly virtuous person is not thinking
about his or her own moral performance.
He or she is thinking of Jesus Christ, and
of how best to love the person next door.”
He complains that the Westminster Shorter
Catechism’s first question and answer is
inadequate when it says that our chief end
is “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”
Yet he goes on to flesh out what is essen-
tially the same point. The author emphasizes
the Christian pilgrimage as a theology of the
Cross, suffering with Christ in the hope of
the Resurrection, without recognizing that
this too was a major theme in Luther’s and
Calvin’s works.

While there are many good biblical-theo-
logical studies that make the same points,
Wright—ever the master of metaphor and
turns of phrase—is especially effective in
communicating the richness of the Bible’s
eschatological horizon to a wide audience.
Nevertheless, his imprecision about the
views that he targets for criticism is careless,
deprivinghim—and his readers—ofresources
and allies for a message that is on so many
points a vital and necessary corrective. @
Michael Horton is ). Gresham Machen Pro-
fessor of Systematic Theology and Apologetics
at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, Califor-
nia, and author of The Gospel-Driven Life (Baker).

Cross-Cultural

Manners

By Aaron M. G. Zimmerman

he American megachurch pastor
had the best intentions when
he promised a fledgling sister
church in Eastern Europe to do
“everything in his power” to help them build
asanctuary. After he returned to the U.S., the
European church scraped and borrowed to
come up with $50,000 and start construc-
tion. After all, they were sister churches. In
their culture, family members looked after
each other. They knew from the American
church’s website that the Americans were
spending $6 million on a café and vestibule,
so surely they would come through on their
pledge to help pay for the small building.

Unfortunately not. The American pastor
stopped returning e-mails and phone calls.
Six months later, the European church got
an answer: The pastor had been unable to
“sell” his congregation on the idea. The Euro-
pean congregation felt deeply betrayed; their
leader began to seriously question his faith.

As the body of Christ has thrived in the
two-thirds world, cross-cultural partner-
ships between churches “here” and “there”
are increasingly common. As a missionary
in Central Asia for several years, I witnessed
many times the fruit of such partnerships.
But the pitfalls are real, particularly when
money is involved.

In Cross-Cultural Partnerships: Navigating
the Complexities of Money and Mission (Inter-
Varsity) xx**+, Mary Lederleitner tackles
these issues with her considerable experi-
ence and education. Trained as a
cra, Lederleitner has served long-
term with ministries in the U.S. and
overseas. As a result, her book is
eminently practical, filled with
eyewitness stories of successes and
failures in cross-cultural settings.

For example, Lederleitner
suggests that churches adopt
accounting practices that make
sense in the ministry’s context. If

the cross-cultural partners serve in a country
where receipts are practically nonexistent and
utility bills are routinely late, it is unrealistic for
Western partners to demand financial reports
15 days after quarter’s end.

Regarding conflict management, Lederleit-
ner reminds Americans that in some cultures,
confronting people head-on is not the best
approach. She describes one indigenous min-
istry in which a person was ignoring financial
controls, increasing the risk of fraud. When
Lederleitner spoke to the ministry’s board, she
simply described best practices used by other
nonprofits as well as the purpose of financial
controls. The ministry leader thanked her and
moved on to other agenda items. No one was
personally confronted, and a few weeks later,
the situation resolved itself.

Refreshingly, this practical book is
grounded in a thorough grasp of two central
doctrines: original sin and the grace of God.

Lederleitner does not assume that minis-
try partners from different cultures will just
get along. They need to do their homework
and learn about the culture they serve. And
she knows that missionaries are not immune
to money’s temptations. She offers clear-eyed
advice about financial controls.

And only an understanding of God’s grace
can make American Christians—with their
money, status, and power—able to humbly
approach a Ugandan (or Chinese or Ukrai-
nian or Peruvian) pastor with a willingness to
listen and learn. Grace is what breaks Western
habits of paternalism and coloni-
alism. And God’s grace is what will
ultimately bring people of every
nation together in the worship of
Jesus Christ. 8

Aaron M. G. Zimmerman is

a pastor at St. Stephen’s Church
(Sewickley, Pennsylvania) and a reg-
ular contributor to the Mockingbird
Blog (Mockingbirdnyc.blogspot.com).
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PIECES

Excerpts from recent books.

A POSITIVE LIFE
Living with Hiv as a Pastor,

Husband, and Father
SHANE STANFORD (ZONDERVAN, 224 PAGES)

y grandfather broke the silence: “What are you going to do with

this thing?” He never used the letters mrv or the word arps, and he

never talked about sickness or disease. But I knew exactly what he
was talking about.

“I don’t know. There’s no cure,” I said, looking down while messing with a blade of
grass. “There is not much of a choice.”

“You always have a choice,” my grandfather said, his voice steady. He was straight-
forward in his words but not gruff or difficult in his tone. He just wanted me to hear
and pay attention.

“What choice do I have?” I asked. There didn’t seem to be many choices on my end.
In fact, the doctors had not given any, and most, if not everyone in my life, were walk-
ing around as though resigned to the fact that there were no choices available. “Some-
times,” I finally added, “I feel like running as fast as I can. I am not sure where I would
go, but just to see if I could outrun this feeling of loneliness and dread in my life.” My
grandfather was listening.

“And then there are times when I just want to lie down and let it be over. Some days
it is hard to find a reason to feel joyful again. That scares me more than the disease.”

I was trying to be honest with him about where my heart was in this news and in
this whole fight. T had gone through a lot in my life, but this was different. The face of
this disease was bigger than all of us put together.

My grandfather shifted to turn more toward me. He leaned against the ground with
his left arm so that he could look me in the eye. “If anybody has a right to get in the
corner and have a pity party about this, it’s you. It’s a very raw deal, and I can’t tell you
that I understand it or have even begun to confront my anger over it. But as bad as this

seems—and I know it’s bad—you have a choice to make.

“T know what is in your heart and deep in your soul, and I
think you are going to make a choice other than pity, retreat,
or surrender. I think you are going to live each day to the
fullest with everything you have. I think you are going to take
each day, no matter how many you have, and make some-
thing of it. No one can ask any more of you.”

He stopped and looked into my eyes. “And son, I think
your making that choice will mean something someday.”
Copyfiéht © iéw o. Adébted Wirtrh perrrnrirsrsion (rjrfrionde”r\r/én -
(Zondervan.com). All rights reserved.
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WILSON’S
BOOKMARKS

From the editor of Books & Culture.

SCIENCE VS RELIGION
What Scientists Really Think
ELAINE HOWARD ECKLUND (OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS)

x Ecklund, a sociologist at Rice
te® University, interviewed nat-
/.(:’ , ural scientists and social
> Sl scientists at élite American
1 research universities to probe
their attitudes toward religion
and the relationship between
science and religion. Instead of sweeping gen-
eralizations, she gives us individualized voices
representing a broad spectrum of convictions.
Her moderately optimistic findings suggest that
“boundary pioneers” like Francis Collins—who
seek to “translate science for a broader believ-
ing public”’—will have an increasingly important
role to play. In evangelical circles, we still have
a long way to go, but there are hopeful signs—
including the appearance of a book such as this.

SILK PARACHUTE

JOHN MCPHEE (FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX)

“The massive chalk of Europe
lies below the English Chan-
nel, under much of France,
under bits of Germany and
Scandinavia. ...” | was hardly
aware of the existence of the
“massive chalk of Europe,” but
with John McPhee as guide, | happily followed
for more than 30 pages. Later in this delight-
ful collection of essays | read about lacrosse
and even (against all my instincts) golf, saving
as a treat a piece on fact-checking in The New
Yorker. | start each new McPhee book hoping for
signs of an improbable turning toward faith.

J0HN HePHEE

THEREBY HANGS A TAIL
A Chet and Bernie Mystery
SPENCER QUINN (ATRIA)

In the gallery of great charac-
| ters in detective fiction, from
Sherlock Holmes and Father
Brown to Precious Ramotswe,
we need to make room for a
newcomer: Chet, the canine
narrator of a light-hearted series
in which this book is the second installment. With
his partner, private investigator Bernie Little,
Chet is so palpably real that I cannot believe he
exists only in marks on a page (or a screen). His
creator, here styled “Spencer Quinn,” is better
known as Peter Abrahams, a superb suspense
novelist. Long may Chet and Bernie ramble.

STEPHEN VOSLOO / © TYNDALE HOUSE PUBLISHERS



Get Thee Behind
Me, Insecurity

Interview by Sarah Pulliam Bailey

nsecurity, Beth Moore says, is

the number one issue threaten-

ing women. The prolific author

and sought-after speaker says she

does not plan to battle insecurity—she

intends to defeat it. She seeks to

help other women do the same

with her latest book, So Long, Inse-

curity: You’ve Been a Bad Friend to Us (Tyn-

dale). cr online editor Sarah Pulliam Bailey

spoke with Moore at Living Proof Ministries

in Houston about why defeating insecurity
is so fundamental.

With all the problems and issues facing
women, why did you decide to write
about insecurity?

God will use one portion of something I've

renven

been working on that I never got to com-
pletely exhaust. That happened with Esther,
the last full-scale Bible study I wrote. I wrote
on how much pressure Esther had to have
been under as a woman, and how much her
story speaks to us so many cen-
turies later. I could not let go of
that; day after day it kept occur-
ring to me. I have had 25 years in women’s
ministry, and I have the outrageous joy of
living with women all the time. And I'm tell-
ing you, it is the number one issue I see in
us right now.

How would you respond to people who
say that addressing insecurity is more of a
psychological issue than a biblical issue?
We get into the biggest defeats in our per-
sonal lives when we keep compartmen-
talizing things into spiritual and religious
categories.

The Lord is the one who addresses
everything that has to do with the human
psyche and our emotional lives, and we keep
setting them apart. So when we doubt and
self-destruct in any area, we don’t live under
the umbrella of his authority, his help, or by
the power of his Spirit. The Word of God is
so much broader than people are giving it
credit for. Look at Proverbs, a book written
on how to live.

Why did you venture into
something some might call
“self-help” writing?
I felt as called to write this
book as I felt called to write
a Bible study on Esther
and a Bible study on
Daniel, because the
whole person belongs
to God. He sees the
trap that we are in.
He certainly speaks
to freedom, of being

out from under the bonds of a stronghold.
No one would have trouble if we were
saying we’re going to go to God’s Word
about coming out from under the power of
addiction. Everybody would say, “Amen.
More power to it.”

Now why is it that when we get to a
matter like insecurity, suddenly people think,
Isn’t that self-help? Well, was [addressing]
addiction self-help? Or do we believe that
God can deliver us from any area of bondage?
Insecurity is just another area of bondage,
and it is a whopper.

How would you respond to someone who
says, “She’s beautiful. Of course she’s not
insecure”?

When I bring up the topic of insecurity, one
thing women will often say is, “What would
you have to be insecure about?”

But we have to get out of the stereo-
types of who we determine must be secure
versus insecure by the way they seem
on the outside. That has zero indication.
That I need to have my outside completely
together may reveal insecurity more than it
would indicate security.

You mention that you have felt insecure,
worrying that your husband might leave
you for a younger woman. How do you
combat those feelings?

That is a very common fear a lot of women
have, especially coming into those later
years [of marriage]: Will he love me or will
he leave me?

My husband has been a wonderful hus-
band; he has confessed a number of times
face to face, with my chin in his hands,
“Baby, I will never leave you.” But the fact
is, I cannot base my security on Keith always

being faithful to me. What

if he died tomorrow? I
have to know that my God
is my security, that he does
not change. I believe in my
husband.

But what I have to
believe in before or beyond
anything that man can dois
that God will always be with
me and will always take care

of me. Our conditional trust,
our conditional security, is
still not security. L
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Saving the Children, Really

By Annie Young Frisbie

here are no limits to the

cruelties that humans

inflict on one another,

and slavery—particularly

the trafficking of children—may

be at the apex of depravity. An

estimated 27 million are enslaved

worldwide. Jody Hassett Sanchez’s

documentary Sold (Pointy Shoe

Productions) xxx* profiles three

rescuers—a Hindu, a Christian, and

a Muslim—who are trying to make
a dent in that number.

“When we do prostitution, we
see only hell,” says Manisha, a sex
slave rescued by Sunitha Krishnan, a
former Hindu nun. Trapped indoors
for two years, Manisha is one of
many women and girls rescued
from brothels in India by Krishnan,
who helps the girls find fulfilling work and
dignity. Though she’s been beaten for her
work, Krishnan stays driven by righteous
anger—an anger that’s refueled when she
hears stories like that of an 8-year-old girl
locked in a room with a snake until submit-
ting to prostitution. Krishnan jokes that she
worships Ganesh (a Hindu god known as the
“Remover of Obstacles”), because “he’s like
me, very temperamental, very dominating,
and loving, too.”

Mercy and healing drive Symphorienne
Kessouagni, a Christian working in Togo,
West Africa, where she cares for 17 former
child slaves, providing shelter, nutrition, edu-
cation, and more. Painted near the entrance
of her home and school is Psalm 34:9: “Fear
the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear
him lack nothing.”

Kessouagni rescues mostly domestic
slaves, like Moise, whose family sold him into
market slavery when he was 4 years old. He

Megachurches, Oh My!

The documentary The Alpha and the Mega (Clothespin Films) xx+  is more introductory than
groundbreaking. The film, now available on pvDp, explores the question, “What is a megachurch?”
Director Morgan Mead, a small-town Indiana boy, attended his first megachurch a few years ago,
and was so intrigued that he went looking for more, camera in tow.

When someone invokes the label megachurch, it’s usually not meant as a compliment. Alpha
strikes a balanced tone, though, in part because its lead source—Hartford Institute sociology of
religion professor Scott Thumma—is relatively sympathetic. As Mead visits churches both mega
and mini, he finds that pastors have a spectrum of opinion on the megachurch, from “different
strokes for different folks” to “contrary to Scripture.”

Alpha hits on many of the salient questions: Is the church more for believers or seekers? Can a
big church care for everyone? Does breadth preclude depth? Should we entertain attendees? If
you have already given this debate some thought, you’ll wish the issues were more finely
delineated and more deeply probed. But its irenic spirit and pastoral voices make Alpha a solid
primer to the megachurch phenomenon. (More: MegachurchMovie.com) —Tim Avery, associate
editor, BuildingChurchLeaders.com
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spent years hauling heavy loads as
if he were a cart horse. Kessouagni
reunited the boy with his mother,
who can only say, “There was no
other way for us to survive.” It’s
not surprising, then, that Kessouagni
teaches these forsaken bought-and-
sold children that they have a Father
in heaven who loves them.

It’s unfortunate that Hassett
Sanchez doesn’t offer more reli-
gious context for the work of
Ansar Burney, a Muslim attorney
in Karachi, Pakistan, who rescues
camel jockeys in the Middle East.
Despite bans in some countries,
young boys are taken to the United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Oman, and
Qatar, among other places, and
forced to race camels to entertain
the wealthy elite. One young boy, taken at
age 3, describes how, while crying for his
father, he was beaten, starved, and electri-
cally shocked so that he would stay on his
camels. Another young boy saw his brother
die. When asked what happened to his broth-
er’s body, he simply says, “They bury them
under the sand.”

Burney has won financial restitution for
many victims. And while he’s driven by a zeal
for righteousness, he doesn’t talk about how
his faith informs his work—a missed opportu-
nity, since his enemies are other Muslims.

While these accounts are harrowing, Has-
sett Sanchez eschews images of suffering in
favor of those showing hope. Seeing the happy
faces of now-rescued slaves makes child slav-
ery that much more horrible. It’s not just the
hubris of someone actinglike they own another
human that galls; it’s also that their actions rob
these children of their happiness.

Each of these three lights in the darkness—
Krishnan, Kessouagni, and Burney—exem-
plifies what it means to act with righteous
anger, justice, and love on behalf of the least
of these. (More: SoldtheFilm.com) (1)
Annie Young Frisbie is a cT movies critic
and blogs at SuperFastReader.com.

COURTESY OF JODY HASSETT SANCHEZ
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TWO
MINUTES
A [

A year ago, few people
had heard of Owl City,
the one-man synth
band masterminded
by 23-year-old Adam
Young. But when his
first major album,
Ocean Eyes, went online
in July 2009, iTunes
chose “Fireflies” as its single of the week—and
the term overnight sensation was redefined. The
song has been played some 30 million times

at Young’s MySpace page. What many don’t
know is that he takes his faith as seriously as his
music. Painfully shy, Young, now working on his
second album, insists on e-mail interviews; cT
senior associate editor Mark Moring obliged.

How can such a shy guy put on such a
dynamic show in concert?

It really is ironic that such a reclusive hermit
like me has landed the job of a social but-
terfly. Other than pointing out that irony, |
can honestly say that when | step onstage
and begin to play, something comes over
me, and | don’t feel a single nervous pang.

What's the source of your creativity?
Faith and imagination. Faith is the reason
| do what | do; imagination is the fuel
that keeps the creativity flowing. The Lord
Jesus Christ is my reason for creating, and
| have nothing but gratitude toward him
for being allowed to do what I do, and
ultimately seize my wildest dreams as if
they were just there waiting for me.

When did you become a Christian?

| grew up in a Christian home and came to

know the Lord in middle school. From then

on, I've wanted to serve Christ in every way
| know how, music being the only thing

I've ever considered myself any good at.

What's been the best part of your
sudden renown?

| walked on the Great Wall of China. That
was incredible. The best part of this whole
thing is waking up every day knowing
that I don’t have to put on my boots and
drive to work. | couldn’t be more thank-
ful for the chance to do what | love and
make a living off of it on the side.

Roller-Coaster Life

By Andrew Greer

n August 1999, two months after
her well-publicized divorce
from husband Gary Chapman

was made final, Amy Grant took

the stage at the Gospel Music Asso-
ciation’s Music in the Rockies seminar in
Estes Park, Colorado. The divorce—and the
resulting public firestorm, especially in the
Christian community—left Grant’s emotions
raw, and it showed. She broke down crying
while singing “’Tis So Sweet to
Trust in Jesus,” as the audience
watched in complete silence.

In that moment, vulnerable
with fear and grief, Grant garnered
renewed affection as her story
resonated with the roller-coaster
journey of many. It is with the
same honesty that she maps out a song-by-
song journey of the past 30 years on Some-
where Down the Road (Sparrow) xx** +. It’sa
project rife with pain, struggle, and hope.

The first single, “Better Than a Hallelu-
jah,” proposes that our broken pleas to God
are “better than a hallelujah sometimes,”
placing Grant’s compassionate vocals within
a context both intimately stirring and radio-
ready. “Overnight” introduces the vocal gifts

AMY GRANT

of Grant’s daughter, 17-year-old Sarah Chap-
man, conjecturing the melodic roundness of
Frou Frou and Regina Spektor while lyrically
proposing that “if it all just happened over-
night / you would never learn to believe.”
The acoustic rock of “Hard Times,” a la
Sheryl Crow and Bonnie Raitt, acknowledges
that trials and tribulations come for us all.
The equally transparent “Third World
Woman,” an infectious acoustic blues per-
formance (think Ben Harper and
the Blind Boys of Alabama’s There
Will Be Light collaboration), effec-
tively contrasts Western affluence
with global poverty while issuing
a universal spiritual plea (“Lord
have mercy”) in the chorus.
Though Grant is smiling more
these days—with a happy marriage to country
singer Vince Gill—she doesn’t shy away from
life’s realities. Somewhere Down the Road
bravely broaches the here and now with candor
while embracing hope on the other side.
(Read our interview with Grant at Chris-
tianityToday.com/ct/music.) LH

Andrew Greer is a musician and freelance
critic living in Nashville.
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»HIDDEN WORLDVIEWS

Eight Cultural Stories That Shape Our Lives
STEVE WILKENS AND MARK L. SANFORD (INTERVARSITY)
Yk sk ok Worldview resources are usu-

ally designed to equip believers to shoot down
rival philosophies in defense of Christian truth
claims. Hidden Worldviews takes a different
approach, reserving its ammunition for Chris-
tians. By explaining and exposing “isms” like
consumerism, relativism, nationalism, and post-
modern tribalism, Wilkens and Sanford deftly
demonstrate how we too often live accord-

ing to “cultural stories” that compete with the
gospel. But Hidden Worldviews is not a screed
against everything associated with these rival
beliefs. Instead, the authors claim, each system
of thought has aspects we should learn about,
learn from, and learn to avoid. —Trevin Wax

»JESUS AND THE LAND

The New Testament Challenge to “Holy
Land” Theology

GARY M. BURGE (BAKER ACADEMIC)

Y% %k % Dispensational theology may be in
decline, but its key tenet of Christian Zionism
still tops the bestseller lists. Enter Gary Burge. In
his third book related to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, the Wheaton College professor argues
that any sort of “territorial theology”—any in-
tertwining of God’s promises and kingdom with
a particular geographical area—is foreign to the
New Testament. Burge may not derail the appeal
of Christian Zionism, but his careful reconsidera-
tion of prophecy and the Promised Land merits
attention. —Madison Trammel

»WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
GREG GILBERT (CROSSWAY)
% %k K Apart from recent debates about
the gospel, this book might bore. Greg Gilbert
has absolutely nothing new to propose about
the Good News, instead focusing solely on God’s
perfection, humanity’s sin, Jesus’ sacrifice, and
salvation through faith and repentance alone.
With those debates in mind, though, Gilbert’s
book provokes. Chapters six and seven shoot
down a host of well-known gospel proposals,
including any that hint of cultural transforma-
tion or a “bigger” gospel. Gilbert commendably
defends penal substitution, but he needn’t have
overlooked other biblical accomplishments of
the Cross, such as Jesus’ victory over Satan.
—Madison Trammel
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YOUR CHURCH IS TOO SMALL
Why Unity in Christ’s Mission Is Vital to the
Future of the Church

JOHN H. ARMSTRONG (ZONDERVAN)

Yook ke Hkok “God wants to tear down walls
that keep you from other Christians.” That’s
the basic premise of this new book from John
Armstrong, president of church-renewal min-
istry ACT 3. He tells his own story of how God
grabbed his attention about church unity, as
well as the New Testament mandate for it.

He reveals signs that a new ecumenical (but
not liberal) emphasis is already afoot, and
then suggests how to deepen that unity and
tie it to the church’s mission. —Mark Galli

»THE MEETING OF THE WATERS

Seven Global Currents That Will Propel the
Future Church

FRITZ KLING (DAVID C. COOK)

%k % % % A number of books have been writ-
ten on global trends that the church is wise to
watch. But few do it as simply and succinctly

as this one by Fritz Kling. His take on global
trends arises out of his work as a foundation
executive who travels the world evaluating

in practical terms various and sundry Chris-

tian projects. He names the trends he has
noticed, from migration to machines to memory,
and illustrates with ministries and people he
has met through his travels. —Mark Galli

»>NO STONES

Women Redeemed from Sexual Addiction
MARNIE C. FERREE (INTERVARSITY)

Yk Kk By “female sex addict,” surely
we mean the woman who savors a periodic
Harlequin romance? In the first major Chris-
tian-published book on the topic, Marnie Ferree
blows to bits easy assumptions about who
gets addicted and why. The Nashville-based
clinician delves into the relational and neuro-
chemical roots of sex addiction, calling it an
intimacy disorder that stems often from family
dysfunction and trauma. Craving “affirmation,
affection, and approval,” women sex addicts
easily fall into affairs and exhibitionism, only
to hunker down in shame and sever relational
ties, thus hitting “repeat” on the addiction
cycle. Blessedly practical and deeply biblical, No
Stones gives women—and their husbands and
counselors—tools to break the cycle and the
hope of finding real intimacy. —Katelyn Beaty

»THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LOST
CHRIS SEAY (THOMAS NELSON)
%k If ever a television show was
asking for the “Gospel According to .. .” treat-
ment, Lost is it. Seay does not merely project
the gospel onto a popular show; he unpacks the

rich Christian imagery already there to address
significant ideas: faith vs. reason, fate vs. free
will, sin and guilt, brokenness and redemption.
While the book, as a result of its pre-season six
release, misses out on some of the show’s richest
spiritual content, fans will particularly appreciate
the chapters on Eko and Jacob—how the show’s
most confusing and profoundly spiritual char-
acters demonstrate how Lost has elevated the
discussion of faith on television. —Laura Leonard

»STUFF CHRISTIANS LIKE

JONATHAN ACUFF (ZONDERVAN)

Yk Kk Yes, the popular blog-turned-
paperback Stuff Christians Like is a direct rip-off
of the even more popular blog-turned-paper-
back Stuff White People Like. And yes, one of the
things Christians like is making their own ver-
sions of “secular” intellectual property. Acuff’s is
not the first book of insider evangelical observa-
tional humor (see Patricia Klein, Joel Kilpatrick,
Matthew Paul Turner), but his background as a
trend hunter for an advertising company makes
it sharper than most. It’s also far more accurate
sociology than all the sour-faced “explaining
evangelicalism” books that came out after
Bush'’s reelection. —Ted Olsen

MUSIC

JOHNNY CASH

»AMERICAN VI: AIN’'T NO GRAVE
(AMERICAN RECORDINGS/LOST HIGHWAY)

Yk %k Icons inevitably release posthu-
mous albums (Cash has more than most). But
this is one of the few that almost sounds—

both lyrically and vocally—like it could have
been recorded posthumously. In many ways,

it's American V Part 2, a result of the same vocal
recording sessions just before Cash’s 2003 death
(later arranged by producer Rick Rubin). The
Cash-authored track (“1 Corinthians 15:55”) isn’t
as strong as his other benedictions (“The Man
Comes Around,” “Like the 309”), and, strangely,
“Cool Water” omits the eschatological last verse.
But the album avoids the karaoke excesses of
some earlier American installments and sounds
heartfelt from start to finish. —Ted Olsen

THE HOLMES BROTHERS

»FEED MY SOUL
(ALLIGATOR)
Y%k H & Describing the Holmes Broth-
ers as a “meat and potatoes” band isn’t a
slam; it just means that their music is simple,
never flashy, and always nourishing. On Feed
My Soul, produced by Joan Osborne and heavy
on greasy organ vamps, they make soul music

with rock instruments and gospel overtones.




The songs celebrate love as something endur-
ing, down to earth, and real—except in the
final song, “Take Me Away,” in which they
leave earth’s orbit and aim for the heav-

ens in a psalm-like prayer for deliverance
from these worldly blues. —josh Hurst

THE WAYSIDE

pSPIRITUAL SONGS

(GYROSCOPE ARTS)

Yk H ok In two decades of making rootsy
music, John and Michelle Thompson (better
known as The Wayside) have always asked
questions in their lyrics. Spiritual Songs, an
album of covers, is born from old-time hymns
and timeless truths. With gorgeous harmo-
nies, bare-boned but beautiful instrumentation,
and a newfound urgency, the duo especially
shines on a breathtaking reading of “Psalm
51” and the Americana-styled “Pass Me Not, O
Gentle Savior.” Yet the true gem lies in a cover
of Kris Kristofferson’s “Why Me, Lord?” soaked
in a country-blues sentiment and a surrender-
filled sense of fulfillment. —Andy Argyrakis

ORTOLAN

P>TIME ON A STRING

(SOUNDS FAMILYRE)

Yk ook Taking melodic cues from the
folk and pop of the 1950s and '60s, Ortolan
brings girl-group elegance to the eccentric
Sounds Familyre roster (Sufjan Stevens, Soul-
Junk, and the Danielson Famile). Produced by
Daniel Smith, Time on a String blends indie-
pop quirkiness with dreamy harmonies akin
to Eisley. Their lyrics do not convey the most
profound messages about life, but with the
group’s members between the tender ages of 16
and 23, childlike faith is more the point. These
four ladies sing bright-eyed songs of joyful
whimsy for kids ages 5 to 95. —Ron Augustine

POINT OF GRACE

»NO CHANGIN’ US
(WORD)
Yk % From Nashville’s Fan Fair to the
Grand Ole Opry, Point of Grace used the acoustic
flavor of 2007’s How You Live to test the waters
of country music. And with plenty of mandolin
pickin’, fiddle chops, and steel guitar chimes
percolating their latest, the Grace girls officially
take the plunge. While some may criticize the
shift, faith-based candor still permeates catchy
choruses of life and love, and the vocals sound
more at ease than ever, with a rootsy approach
to their signature harmonies. Point of Grace has
weathered changes in membership and style in
recent years, but No Changin’ Us is both a home-
coming and a fresh start for one of Christian
music’s most popular assets. —Andrew Greer

JENNIFER GRASSMAN

»SERPENT TALES & NIGHTINGALES
(INDEPENDENT)

Yk Hk One of the more intriguing
albums I've heard in a while, Grassman’s
58-minute opus is a unique mix of bombastic
prog rock, piano pop, and opera—something
between Fiona Apple, Tori Amos, and Eva-
nescence. The versatile Texan says she drew
on 1930s influences such as Duke Ellington,
Dinah Washington, and Frank Sinatra to write
these songs, which she hopes will encour-
age listeners through the recession as those
artists did during the Great Depression. A con-
cept album laden with classical and theatrical
flourishes, Serpent Tales progresses through
songs of confusion and sadness, ultimately
arriving at joy and peace. —Mark Moring

IN THEATERS

»IRON MAN 2

PARAMOUNT | NOT YET RATED | MAY 7

In 2008’s Iron Man, the brilliant Robert Downey
Jr. showed his acting chops by giving the title
character (Tony Stark) the kind of complexity
and depth that Stan Lee intended—a narcis-
sistic, hedonistic, egomaniac with heart . . .
even if it was an artificial one. In his new-
found desire to do good and fight evil, Stark/
Iron Man is revered as nearly divine—an
image that villain Whiplash (Mickey Rourke)
intends to shatter: “If you could make God
bleed,” he seethes in the trailer, “people
would cease to believe in him.” Hmm. We do
believe in a God who bled. Let’s see how that
idea plays out in this film. —Mark Moring

ON DVD

»>MAKING SENSE OF AUTISM
JONI & FRIENDS | UNRATED
Y%k kK In recent years the church has
become better at incorporating special-needs
children into its programs, partly because of
good resources now at its disposal. Add to the
list this two-part series, produced for the Joni
and Friends television series and hosted by
disability advocate Joni Eareckson Tada. She
is joined by experts and parents of autistic
children to deliver a helpful primer on the con-
dition and how the church can better minister
to these needy kids. Part 1, “Myths That Hide
the Truth,” demolishes several misconceptions
about autistic children, including the myth that
they lack intelligence, and Part 2, “Truth for
the Church,” includes practical suggestions for

those in children’s ministry. —Mark Moring
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Is Spiritual Formation Possible
in Online Christian Education?

ith opportunities for online learning growing by leaps and
bounds, many people are now able to take advantage of
Christian higher education without having to leave their min-
istry, family, or work. While course quality may be on par
with traditional on-campus learning, questions exist regard-
ing the possibility of significant spiritual formation away from
a campus community.

Mary E. Lowe and Stephen D. Lowe of Erskine Theologi-
cal Seminary, co-directors of the National Consultation
on Spiritual Formation in Theological Distance Education,
conducted a three-year study funded by the Wabash Center
for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion. The
following article reports on the findings of the study and
looks at the question, “Is spiritual formation possible in
online Christian education?”

Trends in Seminary Distance Education
Most institutions of Christian higher education are

experiencing an explosion in enrollment for distance and
online education. The Sloan Consortium reports that enroll-
ment in the future will probably increase for those institutions
that are the most engaged in online learning. Many seminaries
and four-year private and Christian colleges are a part of this
trend. While the economy continues to take a toll on tradi-
tional enrollment, according to USA Today (March 17, 2009),
more Bible colleges and seminaries are turning to online study
as one way to address declining enrollments.

Financial concerns are not the only driving force behind
increasing online study at Christian schools. Many of the stu-
dents at Erskine Theological Seminary are mid-career chang-
ers and/or bi-vocational ministers. Most simply cannot afford
to move away from their ministry, family, or work. They are
determined to find schools offering online courses that enable
them to remain where they are while they study.

The Association of Theological Schools has over 200
member institutions, more than a third of which report various
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forms of distance education. This figure
is likely higher, since many schools offer
hybrid programs combining both online
and on-campus courses. According to
Baker’s Guide for Christian Distance
Education, there are over 500 online
programs including schools, colleges,
universities, and seminaries that offer
Christian education. ACCESS, the Asso-
ciation for Christian Distance Education,
has a membership of more than 100
institutions and/or organizations that
offer Christian distance education, either
nationally or internationally.

The Problem of Spiritual Formation in

Online Theological Education

Despite the increase in online course
offerings and degree programs, for
many seminaries and other institu-
tions of Christian higher education
the question of spiritual formation
remains elusive and problematic.
While many in theological education
applaud the technology that enables
online learning, they question whether
online learning communities foster
the kind of student spiritual formation
associated with traditional on-campus
experiences.

Everyone who has considered spiri-
tual formation has his/her own defini-
tion of the term. Each denominational
and theological tradition has its own
unique take on what the term involves
and implies for the Christian life. The
Erskine Seminary National Consultation
on Spiritual Formation in Theological
Distance Education defined spiritual
formation as “whole person transfor-
mation into the fullness of Christ.” One
of the major problems identified in the
deliberations was the plethora of con-
fusing terms used (spiritual develop-
ment, spiritual growth, faith formation,
spiritual formation, Christian life, faith
development, Christian development,
etc.) and the delimiting nature of most
of the terminology.

The National Consultation began
using the term “Christian development”
or “Christian formation,” preferring
to point the language in the direction
of a whole person perspective. But
even this language does not capture
the entire biblical concept since it
concentrates on student formation and
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neglects, for the most part, any dis-
cussion of a corporate perspective, a
dominant concept in the New Testa-
ment. While fully acknowledging that,
in practice, the individual cannot be
separated out from the corporate con-
text of the body of Christ, for purposes
of theological analysis it was done in
order to be more precise and clear.
Any comprehensive treatment of
spiritual formation must offer some
way to account for both the individual
and corporate aspects of development.
The National Consultation’s idea was
to find a point of conceptual agree-
ment between the social sciences and
theology; this was based on the model
of ecology of human development
propounded by Urie Bronfenbrenner
and a theological model of ecology
of Christian development suggested
in the writings of Howard Snyder, in
particular his Liberating the Church:
The Ecology of Church and Kingdom
and Decoding the Church: Mapping
the DNA of the Body of Christ. These
models provided insight into the
dynamic processes of Christian forma-
tion and helped interpret and explain
the many references in the New Testa-
ment epistles to the interactive nature
of Christian formation.

Brief Insights from the Two Models
Bronfenbrenner’s ecology of human
development model proposes that we
cannot explain human development
solely from the emergence of innate
patterns mapped out in our human
DNA. He demonstrates that human
development involves interaction
between the person possessing these
innate patterns and other developing
persons in a social ecology.

The key component in Bronfen-
brenner’s model is social reciprocity
and the interaction between devel-
oping persons within a large social
ecosystem. The result of this reciprocal
interaction is reciprocal development.
Human beings who interact with one
another across a variety of social con-
texts influence each other for good or
for ill developmentally.

This same reciprocal dynamic is
present in Snyder’s understanding of
the church as a spiritual ecology. He

writes, “Ecological thinking reminds us
that everything is related to everything
else” (Liberating, p. 69). He goes on to
elaborate that “God has saved us and
made us responsible for each other . . .
Believers must be ready to take some
agreed responsibility for their own lives
and for the lives of their sisters and
brothers in the faith” (Liberating, p. 87).

The National Consultation looked
for a similar emphasis in the New
Testament on the critical importance
of reciprocity for the faith formation of
believers. Gordon Fee (1996) tells us
that in the communities Paul founded
“everything is done allelon.” What Fee
means is that Paul established ecolo-
gies of faith formation (local churches)
and set up the very basic principle of
reciprocity as the key ingredient to
promote mutual edification or what
Bronfenbrenner calls “reciprocal
development.”

When Christians reciprocally
interact with one another they “build
up one another” (1Thess. 5:11) cor-
porately and individually, leading to
whole person transformation into the
fullness of Christ and whole church
transformation into the bride of Christ
“without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing” (Eph. 5:27). The ecology of
the body of Christ as set out by Paul
in 1Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4
depicts reciprocity and interactivity
among members of the body. The net
result of this reciprocal interaction is
reciprocal Christian development.

Application to Christian Distance Education
Social ecologies are not limited to
physical face-to-face encounters. Online
communities offer another kind of social
interaction that can be as influential in
promoting human development as physi-
cal communities.

We were recently in Haiti when
the earthquake struck that caused such
massive loss of life and demolished the
fragile Haitian infrastructure. Our only
reliable contact to the outside world for
10 days was via the Internet using email,
Facebook, and instant messaging. We
were able to create an online community
of concerned family members, church
members, and friends who supported,
encouraged, and prayed for us. We

continued on page 68
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continued from page 66

felt their anxiety, concern, fear, love,
sympathy, and support. We bonded in

a unique social connection not possible
through any other means. We were able
to influence one another reciprocally for
good and to the glory of God because of
this electronically mediated connection.

When studying the reciprocal
relationship between the apostle Paul
and the churches he founded, there is
a similar dynamic at work. While Paul
ministered to churches in person, a great
deal of his ministry was carried out while
physically separated from his congrega-
tions. He reduced this physical distance
through a mediated form of communica-
tion: the epistle.

Through his epistles, Paul was able to
carry out ministry and to influence the
spiritual development of individuals in
his churches. He was able to pray for his
churches and admonish and encourage
them to “excel still more” in their walk of
faith (1Thess. 4:1). He was even able to
say that through the written form of his
epistles they would be able to “comfort
one another with these words” (1Thess.
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4:18). The reason for this spiritual impact
with mediated communication was the
empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit
working through the written words in
Paul’s epistles. Although Paul longed

to see the church in person (1Thess.
3:10) and desired that God would direct
his way to see them (3:11), until that
happened he could still have an effec-
tive ministry among them at a distance
through his written epistles.

Mark Nichols, E-Learning Specialist
at Laidlaw College, New Zealand, and a
student in the Ph.D. program at the Uni-
versity of Otago, remarks “The apostle
Paul is admired as the first great distance
educator; the power of that example is
that Paul remains a distance educator to
this day.”

A similar dynamic is at work in
online Christian education. An ecologi-
cal perspective allows us to appreciate
the fact that humans can influence one
another across space and time in much
the same way as they can when physi-
cally present. In much the same way that
the apostle Paul mediated his spiritual

influence through written epistles deliv-
ered over the Roman road system of the
1st century, we exert similar spiritual
influence bi-directionally through online
learning communities in the 21st cen-
tury. Just like the apostle Paul, although
we may be “absent in body,” we can be
“present in spirit” (1Cor. 5:4). Through
this mediated online presence Christians
reciprocally interact and influence one
another toward greater maturity.

Examples of Reciprocal Interaction in
Christian Distance Education
Dr. Damon Osborne, Associate Pro-
fessor of Education at Mount Vernon
Nazarene University, notes that one of
the critical components in the facilita-
tion of spiritual formation in online
courses is required participation by both
faculty and students. This intentionality
increases collaboration and participa-
tion for all involved. The various tools
he investigated include content-oriented
discussion boards, optional prayer
threaded discussions, optional chat
continued on page 71
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rooms, instant messaging, and podcasted
chapel services. He found that a com-
munity of faith developed in spite of
what he calls “intentional, yet optional,
faith tools.” He added, “This is not to say
that the prayer threads or synchronous
tools such as chat are not effective in
establishing a community of faith among
some students and faculty. However,
students have indicated that the discus-
sions that take place in the content-
oriented discussion boards provide the
connections upon which a community
of faith is truly established.”

Dr. Mark Maddix, Professor of Chris-
tian Education and Dean of the School
of Theology and Christian Ministries at
Northwest Nazarene University, identi-
fies practices he finds helpful in ensuring
spiritual formation in online courses.
Professors select students in each online
course for placement in ministry cohorts
of 15-20 students. He reports, “The
cohort format provides a context that
fosters a strong learning community.
Students build significant relationships
and share life together in these learning
communities.”

The school also pairs online students
with a spiritual director or mentor who
assists in the development of spiritual
and personal accountability. Students
are also required to keep a reflective
journal of spiritual development as
they chronicle their journey. Maddix
observed, “I have been teaching online
courses for over ten years and | am
always delightfully surprised by the high
quality of community that takes place in
online classes.”

Maddix believes that the big ques-
tion facing online education is whether
spiritual formation can truly take place
online. The research on social presence
and learning communities indicates
that it can. A student’s ability to con-
ceptualize learning in their own set-
ting may be more transformative than
traditional forms of education. Maddix
concludes, “Students have more interac-
tion with a professor in an online course
than in most traditional face-to-face
courses. Through this social interaction
with faculty and students community is
developed and formation takes place.”

In the online graduate programs at

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Northwest Nazarene University, students
indicate that the strength of the program
is the online learning community. Stu-
dents develop significant relationships
that support them in ministry and in life.
Maddix reports, “Most of them would
argue that they experience more authen-
tic community in their online classes
than in traditional courses.”

Results of Research on Spiritual

Formation in Online Seminary Courses

The assumption that seminary stu-
dents can grow spiritually in an online
seminary course was consistent with
the research findings by Dr. Mary
Lowe, Director of Online Instruction

at Erskine Theological Seminary. A
study among Erskine Seminary online
students reported enhanced spiritual
development because of new informa-
tion learned in the course and from
interaction with peers in online courses.
Additionally, online students reported a
positive relationship between spiritual
development and interaction between
faculty members and fellow students.

Students in the online Erskine Semi-
nary courses reported a positive influ-
ence on their personal relationship with
God. The way in which students teased
out this vertical relationship was evident
through the terms they used, such as
knowledge, growth, spiritual practices,
and progression. There was increased
knowledge and information about
God, an awareness of stages of spiritual
growth, and a deeper connection in
terms of one’s relationship to God forged
through understanding and application.
One student reported, “I was challenged
to think more deeply about the issue of
spiritual formation as a result of being
confronted with the delivery system
[online] and interaction with peers and
faculty.”

The issue of one’s relationship to God
from a comparative view can be seen
from terms such as deeper, stronger,
broader, and more in love with God,
which students used to describe the way
in which their relationship with God
was different as a result of their online
courses. Another participant noted,

“My relationship to God was deepened
... [and] includes more introspection,
continued on page 75

Same quality
Christian
education,
now available
wherever
you are.

ONLINE PROGRAMS OFFERED:

e Bachelor of Science in
Organizational Leadership

e Bachelor of Arts in Human
Development (Teacher Preparation)

e Registered Nurse to
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

e Master of Arts in Management

e Master of Arts in Educational
Technology

e Master of Arts in Education: Teaching
with a concentration in Gifted and
Talented Education (GATE)

e Certificate in Gifted and Talented
Education (GATE)

e Master of Arts in Education:
School Librarianship

e Teacher Librarian Services Credential

e Master of Arts in Leadership and
Organizational Studies

e Master of Arts in Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL)

e Certificate in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language (TEFL)

PLEASE NOTE: Since APU continues to
expand it’s online program offerings, this list
may not represent all programs available.
For the most current list of online programs,
visit www.apu.edu/online/programs/.
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE
FROM VIRGINIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It was St. Paul who created the genre of the open letter to the churches. He used these letters for a variety of
purposes, not the least to encourage and inform the people of God. In that spirit, we seck to reach out and
update our Church with the work of Virginia Theological Seminary.

We are grateful to the many dioceses that continue to send students to Virginia Theological Seminary. With
60% of our student population under 30 and 20% of our junior class students of color, you can appreci-

ate the energy, vitality, and hope we find on the campus. Despite the economic challenges of our time, we
continue to realize our goal that students do not graduate with additional debt as a result of training for the
ministry. Through the Seminary’s Bishop Payne Scholarship Fund, African American Episcopalians are guar-
anteed 100% tuition by the Seminary.

Our work at the Seminary is to create leaders who can make a difference in the Episcopal Church. We
continue to offer to every graduate of our traditional MDiv and Anglican Studies Programs three additional
years of mentor support, continuing education funds, and peer learning groups that explore the challenges of
leadership, church growth, and congregational vitality. Additionally, we will soon offer a four-year MDiv op-
tion for a limited number of students selected to intern with local congregations. The data is clear: if we can
get these initial years in ministry right, then we can have clergy who make a difference for the long term. For
more information about our degree programs, visit www.vts.edu.

We remain a Seminary at the center of the Episcopal Church. We are Incarnational and Trinitarian; we accept
the authority of Scripture; and we celebrate the beauty of our liturgical tradition. Out of these convictions,
we invite students to explore areas of disagreement together in a residential setting. We encourage students to
forge friendships across the lines of difference and disagreement. We seck to model the capacity to disagree
and, at the same time, to share the Holy Eucharist together.

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact me. If you are ever in the neighborhood, please make
your way to our campus. Come and have lunch, as our guest, in the Refectory. Every day I am inspired by the
commitment and passion for the Gospel among our students, faculty, and staff; if you join us for lunch, I am
sure you will be too.

Yours as ever in Christ Jesus,

st

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
Dean and President

VIRGINIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304  703-370-6600  www.vts.edu
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continued from page 71

and my own spiritual growth was
greatly impacted.” Students repeatedly
remarked that they learned more about
God, themselves, and others in the
online seminary course they completed.

The importance of peer relation-
ships in an online community cannot
be underestimated. With respect to
spiritual formation, the community
has tremendous influence—it’s how
students nurture one another toward
greater faith maturity.

Another issue addressed in this
study is the notion that faculty must
be engaged in face-to-face dialogue
to produce formational opportunities.
Results showed that faculty members’
geographical proximity to students is
not as relevant as whether they inten-
tionally encourage spiritual formation
in course development, the quality of
their interactions with students, and
their own alignment with faith and
learning. Because of intentional faculty
interaction, participants in online edu-
cation claim to have grown closer to

Pepperdine University is a Christian university committed to the highest

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

God, developed deeper relationships
to other students, and expanded their
horizons with respect to worship, spiri-
tual disciplines, and course content.

A number of components within
the online learning community, such
as family, faculty, and fellow learners,
also relate to the issue of spiritual for-
mation. Online students in the Erskine
Seminary study had connections to a
family, interacted with faculty in the
online courses, and interfaced with
other students enrolled in their course
or other online courses. Interaction
with peers enhanced the spiritual com-
ponent of the course through increased
awareness of online community,
greater diversity of theological views,
the development of new relationships
with fellow believers, and supportive
encouragement during difficult times.
A significant number of online students
responded positively to the way in
which peer interaction nurtured spiri-
tual formation. Several addressed the
issue of encouragement, using terms

standards of academic excellence and Christian values, where students
are strengthened for lives of purpose, service, and leadership.

Engaging dialogue with a community of
learners online and in person.

WTHEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

holland, michigan
www.westernsem.edu

PEPPERDINE
UNIVERSITY




Want to know what programs will fit your goals and needs?

Here are phone numbers to request information about the Christian schools advertising in this issue of Christianity Today.

You can also find information about these institutions on www.SeminaryGradSchool.com.

School Phone number School Phone number
* Azusa Pacific University (CA) 626-969-3434 * Northwestern College (MN) 800-827-6827
* Baylor University (TX) 800-BAYLOR-U * Pepperdine University (CA) 310-506-4000
* Cedarville University (OH) 800-CEDARVILLE (233-2784) * SDA Theo. Sem./Andrews University (M1)..........oeeerreree 800-253-2874
* Fuller Theological Seminary (CA)............. ....800-2-FULLER (238-5537) * Seattle Pacific University (WA) 206-281-2000
* Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary (MA) .........ocoveeeeeee. 800-428-73529 * Southeastern University (FL) 800-500-8760
* @rand Canyon University (AZ). 877-860-3951 * Viirginia Theological Seminary (VA) 800-941-0083
* Moody Bible Institute/Moody Onfine (IL) ...veoeeesoeesseees 800-356-6639 * Western Theological Seminary (MI) 800-392-8554

IStyour‘money; safe; sound and working for'the Kingdom?:

Limyy,
Oppsgo

$1,000 Minimum ¢ New Money Only

Rates and terms effective 3/17/10 and are subject to change.

An excellent investment opportunity
sl : available for various terms.

Christian Community Credit Union is financially strong and stable. The careful
investment of funds into the lives and ministries of our members provides a
great deal of protection. And, our deposit insurance covers up to $250,000
for each account.

When you invest in a Kingdom Builder Certificate, you help provide affordable
financing to churches and ministries who seek to fulfill their vision for growth

and expansion. What better place to put your money than at the Credit Union
where your money is safe, sound and working for the Kingdom!

2

Christian C it
B RF CALL: 800.347.CCCU ext. 4145

VISIT: myCCCU.com/kingdombuilder

Your Money at Work
Building God’s Kingdom

APY = Annual Percentage Yield, accurate as of 03/17/2010. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. $1,000 minimum
balance to open, up to a maximum of $100,000 per member. New money required (money that has never been deposited at
Christian Community Credit Union). Offer is for funds deposited or transferred from non-Christian Community Credit Union accounts
only. Funds on deposit can not be withdrawn and re-deposited in order to obtain a Kingdom Builder Certificate with new money only.
The Credit Union reserves the right to make the sole judgment as to whether or not the deposited funds are considered new money.
A withdrawal will reduce earnings. A penalty will be imposed on early withdrawal from certificates. Christian Community Credit Union
is privately insured by American Share Insurance up to $250,000 per account. This institution is not federally insured or insured by
any state government

such as uplifting, prayer, support, and
reinforcement.

This study suggests that the previ-
ously held notion of geographical
location as a primary influence on
spirituality may not be as significant as
once thought. If validity is given to the
perceptions and perspectives of online
course participants, then intentionality,
regardless of the medium, becomes a
critical component in spiritual growth
and development.

These findings suggest that theologi-
cal distance education is providing
ways in which students can, at the
very least, encounter opportunities
for spiritual formation. The research
also suggests a cultural shift is taking
place in seminaries, demonstrating
the influence of the electronic age.
The electronic revolution is influenc-
ing the spiritual formation of seminary
students, especially among younger
cohorts. It seems crucial that seminar-
ies and educators address the way in
which theological education is deliv-
ered beyond the traditional campus
classroom and what intentional oppor-
tunities they can provide to help stu-
dents in their Christian development.

Stephen D. Lowe (Ph.D., Michigan State Uni-
versity) serves as Associate Dean of Distributed
Education and Professor of Christian Education
at Erskine Theological Seminary, Due West,
South Carolina. slowe@erskine.edu

Mary E. Lowe (Ed.D., Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity) serves as Director of Online Instruction
at Erskine Theological Seminary, Due West,
South Carolina and Executive Director of
ACCESS, the Association for Christian Distance
Education. mlowe@erskine.edu
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“FAITH

Northwestern College in St. Paul dynamically propels the intellectual lives and spiritual growth of its students

through undergraduate programs, adult degree completion and graduate studies.
Building on a 108-year history of excellence, Northwestern presents unparalleled opportunities for the fullest
development of students’ academic potential. Faculty members are scholars and practitioners in their fields,

challenging students to excel in every area of study.

“Our faith moves us to pursue the Christian intellectual tradition, expanding the
God-given gift of the mind so we can shape culture and serve God in our world.”

DR. ALAN S. CURETON, PRESIDENT

| ST. PAUL, MN 55113-1598 | 800-692-4020 | NWC.EDU
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[Employment Opportunities]

CHRISTIAN BASED

TECHNOLOGY COMPANY
We are looking for motivated contractors/independents
who take pride in their work while delivering a great
customer experience to join our nationwide network.
The position involves the installation/maintenance of
various network and restaurant equipment. We are
looking for individuals who exemplify professionalism
and are ready to provide 2nd mile service to our
customers. This is not full-time work, but has the
potential for the right candidates. Please e-mail your
résumé and contact information to Techmailbox@
onsiteris.com.

MDENTIST Great opportunity to join a
Christian group practice in central Pennsylvania.

570-323-6116. Pass this on.

MINISTER OF WORSHIP ARTS
Covenant Church secks a full-time Minister of
Worship Arts to cultivate in our church family a deeper
relationship with God by leading the congregation in
blended corporate worship services and encouraging
the congregation in its personal worship and prayer
life. We seck an individual with a vibrant relationship
with the Lord, a shepherd’s heart, and proven gifts
of worship leadership. Covenant is an Evangelical
Presbyterian Church with a weekly attendance of 850,
located near Purdue University in West Lafayette,
Indiana. Visit www.covenantpres.org or call 765-463-
7303.

WHEATON ACADEMY AVAILABLE POSITIONS
Professional (2010-2011 school year) Full-time:
Experienced Spanish teacher; English teacher; French
teacher; Part-time roles (any can be combined to create
full-time): Spiritual Life Leadership; Bible Department
Head; Student Life Leadership; and Dean of Students.
Staff:  Full-time Student Services Coordinator.
Coaching (March 2010 — March 2011): cheerleading
coach. The distinction of Wheaton Academy is the
intentional alignment of our educational environment
and culture with the natural instincts of “Living
Curriculum Teachers,” which in turn produces
synergistic, life shaping, spiritual and academic impact
on students’ lives. Discover the ministry opportunities
and unique philosophy of “Living Curriculum
Teachers” at www.wheatonacademy.org or contact
Christine Heubner at 630-562-7574 or cheubner@

wheatonacademy.org.

BELHAVEN UNIVERSITY
a Christian university that thoroughly integrates faith
and learning, seeks a painting/drawing faculty (with
M.EA. or Ph.D.), a finance faculty (with Ph.D.),
theatre performance (with M.EA. or Ph.D.) and
librarian (with MLS). See www.belhaven.edu for
details.
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[Employment Opportunities]

DIRECTOR NEEDED

The Center for Christian Understanding of Islam,
which is located in Richmond, Virginia, seeks God’s
person to serve as director. Qualifications include a
missionary calling, experience in the study of and
research on Islam including relationships with Muslims,
technological competency, and leadership within
Christian congregations. Asa 501(c)(3) educational
ministry to assist Christians and churches in mission
outreach to Muslims, we offer a research library and a
learning center. Send résumé and/or request for details
to Center for Christian Understanding of Islam; PO
Box 71144; Henrico, VA 23255; or Fasttrack9@aol.
com.

NEW MEXICO BOYS AND
GIRLS RANCHES INC.
are seeking couples to serve as Resident Advisors/
Associate Resident Advisors for our boys and girls
cottages, located in a rural setting 64 miles south
of Albuquerque. Includes salary, excellent benefits, and
relocation expenses. 800-660-0289.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY
Talbot School of Theology announces an opening
for Assistant Professor of Theology in the Biblical
and Theological Studies department. Teach 24 units
annually of undergraduate level courses; perform
student advising and faculty committee duties,
with occasional campus speaking. Requires M.A.
and Ph.D. in Theology, prior teaching experience,
prior and  prior
and publication experience. Candidate must be

ministry  experience, research
theologically conservative and in agreement with
Talbot’s Doctrinal Statement and Explanatory Notes,
including premillennial/dispensational perspectives. 5
days, 40 hours per week; $62,474.00, depending on
experience/qualifications. Send CV to: Talbot School
of Theology; 13800 Biola Ave.; La Mirada, CA 90639;
Attention: Dennis H. Dirks, Ph.D. Talbot School of
Theology does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, ethnic group identification, sex,
age, or physical or mental disability. However, as a
private religious institution, the University reserves the
right to exercise preference on the basis of religion in
all of its employment practices.

PASTOR OF WORSHIP
The Christian and Missionary Alliance Church of
Morgantown, West Virginia, seeks a pastor of worship
to lead blended worship. Must have a pastor’s heart, the
ability to lead many kinds of musical groups, and be
eligible for licensing by the C&MA. This is a full-time
position with benefits and is available June 1, 2010.
For a job description e-mail pastordave@cmachurch

.net, or call 304-599-4549.

[Books, Tapes & Films]

HOW TO RECEIVE JESUS by Valda
Lawrence. $8.00 at 877-421-7323 or www
.WinePressBooks.com.

THE DEEPER
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Books and tapes. Free catalog: 800-228-2665; www
.seedsowers.com.

WWW.WIPFANDSTOCK.COM

Your source for great Christian books!

WWW.KARLROEBLING.COM
Spiritual-themed comments, books, free booklets, and
his related sites.

HOUSE CHURCH MOVEMENT
Books and tapes. Free catalog: 800-228-2665; www
.seedsowers.com.

VERSE-BY-VERSE BIBLE STUDY

Free at www.berean-biblechurch.org.

CASH PAID
FOR LIBRARIES
large or small. Contact us for new, used, and out
of print books. Baker Book House; 2768 E. Paris;
Grand Rapids, MI 49546; 866-241-6733; fax 888-
263-7310; e-mail: usedbooks@bakerbookstore.com;

website: www.bakerbookstore.com.

REVOLUTIONARY
REVELATION REPORT
Free E-Book by R. Watchman. The message is here:
www.newrev9online.com.

THE CHRISTIAN

VALUE INVESTOR
A quarterly newsletter: www. TCVI-24-7.com. A wise
alternative to index funds.

WWW.ADHDPARENTS.COM
An excellent resource for parents of ADHD kids and
teens.

SOUL WINNING TRACT
“He that wins souls is wise.” Write for free sample:
thesower@live.ca.

RUTHERFORD’S LEX REX
for modern readers is here, for only $9.99. Go to
https://www.createspace.com/3433190 and use
offer code GP8YKDZY. Own this blueprint for
freedom today!




[Books, Tapes & Films]

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
>> Fast, Easy, and Affordable

s FOR A FREE INFO KIT, CALL
XUloR’  1-866-381-800K

Or visit www.XulonPress.com

DO YOU NEED A
PUBLISHER"

F ES & DISTRBUTION CALL
_~ 800-599-5750
‘& REATIONHOUSE.com

[Travell

Yearsor ———
Distinction in
Publishing

MGOLDEN RULE TRAVEL is a Christian
agency specializing in wholesale and bulk rate
airline tickets for church and missionary travel. We
try extra hard to save you money! Call 800-950-3599
(FLYY) or go to www.goldenruletravel.com.

MPILGRIM TOURS:  Protestant/Evangelical
Bible Land Tours to Isracl, Egypt, Jordan,
Greece/Steps of Paul, Italy, Oberammergau, Churches
of Revelation, also Hawaii and Alaska. 800-322-0788.
www.pilgrimtours.com.

BOUND FOR BOSTON?
Stay at the historic Christian Conference Center. The
Walker Center, ideal for group accommodations,
or bed and breakfast. Easy commute to downtown/
airport. Phone: 617-969-3919. E-mail: Reservations@

walkerctr.org; www.walkerctr.org.

LONDON, U.K.
Highbury Centre Christian guesthouse. Quiet location
on private road, close to bus and train/tube station.
Reductions for missionaries and full-time ministers.
Fax: 44-20-7704-1853; enquiries@thehighburycentre

.org.

[Services]

CALLED TO PREACH?

www.IndependentBaptistAlliance.com; 352-621-

4981. We can help with ordination and other topics.

WWW.IWANTTOBELIKEJESUS.COM

Become a prayer warrior and help get America
praying!

WWW.GRACEANDSANITY.ORG
Free books, webradio programs. Pastors, counselors,
and seekers.

GRANT FUNDING

FOR MINISTRIES
Here-4-You Christian grant consulting; www
.ChristianFundingDirectory.com; toll free:
866-HERE-4-U-1.

[Services]

ORDINATION FOR

_
Appropriate Credentialing (Rostering) by Established Faith Group

Mission Sending Agency

Ecclesiastical Endorsement for Chaplaincy
Call for Free Information Package
763-571-5967 | International Ministerial Fellowship, | www.i-m-f.urg

[Education]

PREPARE TO PASTOR

your own church. www.seminary.ws

IZLEARN SPANISH! Or any of 20 other
languages. Conversational study courses with

Christian emphasis. www.languagesforchrist.org.

EARN DEGREE OFF CAMPUS
(Associate’s to Ph.D.) Christian Bible College; PO
Box 8968; Rocky Mt., NC 27804; 252-451-1031;

www.christianbiblecollege.org.

FREE!
Audio Bible courses by correspondence. Write PO
Box 514; St. Albans, WV 25177. USA only.

EARN SEMINARY
DEGREES AT HOME
Columbia Evangelical Seminary; 360-802-6437; www
CES@ColumbiaSeminary

.ColumbiaSeminary.edu;

.edu.

HARRISON MIDDLETON UNIVERSITY
College of the Humanities and Sciences; www

.chumsci.edu

DEGREES THROUGH
CORRESPONDENCE
Associate’s  through Ph.D. Credit for life
experience. Low tuition. Accredited schools. For
a free catalog: www.lbcs.org; 352-621-4991; or
write Liberty Bible College & Seminary; 5480 S.
Suncoast Blvd.; Homosassa, FL 34446.

[Business Opportunities]

MOMS HELPING MOMS
work from home! Computer required; www

.mykidscount.com or 281-252-8133.

OPEN YOUR OWN

READING CENTER
Operate from home. It’s needed, it’s rewarding. Huge
demand. Great results. Earn $40 to $120 per hour.
Not a franchise. We provide complete training and
materials. www.Academic-Associates.com. 800-861-

9196.

[Conferencesl]

YOUR KEY TO GETTING
PUBLISHED AND EARNING MONEY:
Write-to-Publish  Conference, June 9-12, Chicago
area. Classes for beginning through professional
writers. Meetings with editors and agents, manu-
script evaluations. Details: www.writetopublish.com,

brochure@writetopublish.com.

[Ministry Opportunities]

MISSIONARIES
If you are considering changing mission boards, or
looking to affiliate with a non-denominational, faith-
based, evangelical mission-sending agency, consider
serving with Ripe for Harvest. Contact Dr. Tim
Smith, 480-373-9387; Tim@ripeforharvest.org; or

visit us at www.ripeforharvest.org.

CHANGE IRAQ
one child at a time. Serve at Christian schools in Iraq.

www.csmedes.org.

BE A MISSION NANNY
Volunteer women needed to serve overseas with
missionary families as domestic/childcare help. www
.MissionNannys.org

[Financial Servicesl

f’mm,'(m\ ?u;m} Christians

ebt Free

v Consolidate Payments v Stop Late Fees
v Reduce Interest v No Collector Calls

800-642-1201

Non-Profit agency  www.familycredit.org

!‘ FAM]LY CREDIT
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PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW

WHO’S NEXT

The Mission of Art

rowing up as a missionary kid in Guatemala, David Taylor was learning the

meaning of beauty before he even realized it. Taylor names the tropical land-

scape as one of five key elements in shaping his own identity as an artist. The

others: listening to his mother play classical music on her grand piano; watching

his father tend orchids in the backyard greenhouse; reading “books outside my tradition”

recommended by his Regent College professors, including Eugene Peterson; and “being

given permission to try and fail—again and again—by the leadership of Hope Chapel [in
Austin, Texas], as I sought to discover what an arts ministry was supposed to be about.”

Taylor, Hope Chapel’s arts pastor for eight years, is now studying theology and liturgy

in the doctoral program at Duke Divinity

School, with an eye toward establishing an

arts center in Austin. He has just released

his first book, For the Beauty of the Church:

Casting a Vision for the Arts (Baker), with

contributions from such culture observers

as Peterson, Andy Crouch, Lauren Winner,

Barbara Nicolosi, and Taylor himself. He

hopes his book will “offer the church a

theologically informed, biblically deepened,

liturgically sensitive, artistically robust, and

missionally shrewd vision for the arts.” &
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What is beauty?

Classically, the approach has been to see
beauty in terms of three qualities: unity,
complexity, and radiance. The textured
parts of Shakespeare’s Hamlet hold
together in a way that keeps us asking
for it again and again. But that can also
be true of a Texas barbecue, the four
beasts of Revelation, and the athleticism
of Kobe Bryant. We shouldn’t stop with
classical ideas about beauty; we also need
to think about beauty Christologically. The
moment we sever beauty from the death
and resurrection of Christ, we risk sliding
toward idealism or pretty-ism. In Christ
we can discover the broken side of beauty,
and it is in that light that we will find beau-
tiful the self-sacrifice of a Mother Teresa
or the terror of a Schindler’s List.

1 might find something beautiful that
you find ugly. Are we both right?

Yes. You might find the German language
beautiful; I may find it ugly. But we find it
beautiful and ugly for complicated reasons.
You may despise bratwurst and German
consonants, but that doesn’t mean that the
language of Martin Luther ceases to be
beautiful. We have to distinguish between
the form of the material and our personal
response to it.

How can the church better integrate the
arts into its life?

It’s not that we haven’t thought biblically
about the arts; it’s that we haven’t thought
biblically deeply enough. It’s all there, as
Andy Crouch points outin Culture Making:
in Genesis and in the Gospels, in Jesus,
the Icon of God and the great metaphor
user. My prayer is that the essays [in my
book] will stir us to develop a theology—a
Christian mind about art—that is capable
of sustaining a long-lasting, fruit-bearing
tradition of art-making by the church, for
the church, and for the good of the world,
to the glory of God.

More: ArtsPastor.blogspot.com

TODD BENNETT
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What makes

the miracles of Jesus
even more miraculous’

Standing where they happened.
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